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SUB-COMMISSION ON THE JHURCH AND AUTHORITY

The Church and Authority

The Church
I Purpose:

Not to describe positions which hold here and now, but to
reflect on an ecclesiology which would help shape the future
Church, built upon the primary biblical concept of koinonia
(organic unity).

This method enables us better to shed past accretions and
to enrich authentic traditions, in order better to carry out the
Church's mission to the world.

This exercise is only possible because we take development

seriously, and look at it together: development of the Church's




III Koinonia and Authority: Authority of and in the Church
a, Criterion of Scripture for nature, location and exercise
of authority
b. ‘'Indefectibility' and 'infallibility'! of the Church

- the examination of these concepts as a means of
seeing possibilities of future convergence as well
as of determining present divergences.

- is the main difficulty the understanding of the
concept of infallibility; or its Scripture -
tradition support; or its concrete exercise up
to the present?

1. Location of infallibility within the Church -

- sensus fidelium

- collegium episcoporum and General Councils
. (marks of Councils; councils since the East-
West schism)

-~ Bishop of Rome

o, Exercise of authority through infallibility

- Councils since East-West schism

- the Immaculate Conception; the Assumption

c. Problems concerning the non-infallible exercise of

authority, doctrinal and disciplinary

authority as a ministry of reconciliation

Universal Church

Synodal principle
Local Church

H

authority of charisms (the prophetic element),

and of sound learning




