September 5th. 6.15p.m. ARCIC 211/Jus Divinum/3

Further Revision of ARCIC EQQ‘EI;J_ggmmentgpy on
Venice 24 (b) |

‘mile koinonia will be expressed at the local level, it
should also be fulfilled at the universal level if the Church
is to be fully as God intends. That is why it ig asserted
(cf. Venice 23 and 24b) that the will of God for his church
includes quch 2 ministry of unity as the one borne by 2 universal
primate. If this office 1is willed by God; then it may rightly
pe described in western theological language as jure divino,

(by divine right).
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nguccessor of‘Pcter",by—vattUEn*I. The term h&as various meanings
in various contexts, and the meaning intended by Vetican I was
that this priﬁgcy ig of divine institution: 1in other words;

it corresﬁonds to the will of God. This description did not
necessarily imply that the universal primacy as 2 permancnt
instituxion wag explictly founded by Jesus in his lifetime.
Neiﬁhg; did it imply that the universal primate 1s a source of
the church 28 if Christ's galvation had to be channelled throuzh
him. Rather he was o be the focus of the full koinonia God
wills for the church and an ingstrument through which unity in
diversity 1o realiscd. It is a universel primate thus envisaged
within the collegiality of the bishops and the Egigggigu of the

whole church to whom the qualification jure divino can be applied.

1f this interpretation of Vatican I 1is correct, we can agree

that the phrase jure divino need not be a matter of disagreement

between us. {(Venice 24b)
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The claim that a universal primacy 1is willed by God does
not imply that, if a christian community is not in communion
with the scc of Rome, it docs not belond %o the church of God.
For instancc, it is important to note that, in spite ol the
divigion conceranines the primacy, the Roman Catholic Churrh
has continucd to rucosznize the Orthodox sruly as churches. It
should also be realised that Vatican.II rejected the extreme
statement that the church of God was identieal with the churches
united.with the Jishop of Rome and was exclusively embodied in
them, The conciliar stutements of Vatican II imply that other
commnicns do not necessarily suffer from eny defect except that
of not beins in comaunion with tho Roman Catholic Church; the
one thing which all these communions laclk,accerding to Vaticon 171,
ig that they do no%t bhelong to this visible manifestation of

christian communion.

The unity in truth and love of all christisn comounions,
which muct express iteelf visibly if it is to be fully rezlised,
bbth glorificen God and promotes thea rocomition by the world of
the Lordship of Christ among and throusih his peoplc. The church
existo for the glory of God and A dimunited church iz not fully
f£aithful to this vocotion — that is why a universal primacy is

needed,




