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1. Chric~t's will »nd nr~yer i~ th~t his followers should be

one., Visible unity is therefore an essential nroperty
of the Church. nis unity has however been impaired by 400
years of mutual intolerance and nolemical theology. Nevertheless,
in s~ite of anmearances t~ the contrary Anglicans »nd Roman
Crtholics have remained united by receiving the sanme Spirit,
shering the same faith in the same Lord, and undergoins the
sane bentism. Although this unity hss been wealened by
schis;» it ha% not been totally destroyed. Yet Christisns
cannot without disobedience to Chrirt acouiesce in this

schismatical situstion.

2. Disagreement betreen our two communions hes principslly
centred on the nnture of the Buch-rist, the office of the
euchgricstic minister, ~nd the nature of ~uthority in the Church.
Our three Agreed Statements represent our conviction thet
substantial sgreement in these three matters is now mnss:ble.
‘Nevertheless we remain unable to come together to the altar of
God because since the Reformrtion Rome has not recoghised the
full ecclesial ~tatus of the Anglican Communion nor the
validity of its ordinations and celebrations of the eucharist;
and Anglicons for their prrt have not acknovledged the wrimacy,
authority and Jjurisdiction of the Bishon of Rome, The full
organic unity which is our goal can be restored only by nutual
accentance of ordained nministers and of the validity of their
sacraents, together with the common recognition of a universal

primacy within a complenentary nmattern of conciliarity (V23).

3. Underlying our agreemcnts ond our conviction thst renaining
disagreenents can be resolved is our understanding of the nature

of the Church, the Bndy of Christ, as koinonia.




