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Add at end of para 6.
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On the other hand fAnglicans do not feel bound to hold that the theology ef

the Marian dogmas is inconsistent with the fundamentals of the faith,

ilternative draft for para 7. (pame 5)
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v It is uncharacteristic of finglicans to thlnk tLat religious certainty is
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enhanced by a doctrine of papal infallibility,

inglican understanding of autherity ¢ ces not refuse the truism that where
thgre i¢ a major controversy in the Church requiring a reliable verdict, it may
well be the universal primate's voice which articulates the decision, It freedy
recegnizes how often in the course of Church history verdicts given through the
occupant of "Peter's see" have acted wisely to protect the Church. (Instances

of formal pronouncements by popes which have subsequently been censured or refused

acceptance by the Church are rare). It denies, however, the guaranteed a.pricri
possesgsion, quiLg/a@e1j;4hmmpany~indepéﬁdeﬁ%\gr1teri*nrvf\dogmatlc truth (e gs~in
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& the Pope's office, by which his Judgements can be regarded as wholly secure

‘and final irrespective of their reception by the faithful, The best of popes

is human, limited by background, nationality, and culture.

Nevertheless we believe that in a united church, the universal primate, when
giving a judgement in the name of his fellow bishops for the sake of the koinonia
on a crucial igsue; will surely be assisted by the Holy Spirit and protected from
leading the church into departing from true faith.

If there remain differences, these will be: (a) that infallibility is an
absolute termvprooerly applicable only to God; to use it of man, even in highly
restricted 01rcum§3?2%58; tends tomislead and to enc?gra%iM?verstatemcnt (b) that
the ascription ofk ; Ey to thg Cathggggggﬁélrl,_ﬁmegzéégxe_a_v:
general-council-of bishepsy unhappily diminishes the standing of all bishops,

metropclitans, and synods, The role of synods is easily reduced to that of

being advisory or adding éclat to a papal decision or of manifesting solidarity
with Peter's see.
It is in this sense that the issue of papal infallibility is unresolved

between us.




