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Trnternational Coumission on
ioman Cotholic/.nlicon lelutions

2o

Subecomission on the Tucharisgtic Sacrifice

Paper 13

st a meetins of the .indsor/Venice Subcomission on the Ducharist
held ot Poringland, I‘orwich from .pril 12th to april 16th, the follow-
ing stotement wos mode on the basis of the Venice draft document, B8
tucte here three extracts, relevant to our thene.

I The  ivstery of the Tucharist

(We anree tha® when iis pzople za ther for the Ducharist, to
cormemorate lis s.ving acts for sur rederpiion, Chirist makes effective
among us the eterncl bsnefits of his victory on the cross and elicits I
nd rencws our response of faith, thankszivine and self-sufrender. -y p"ﬁ:
rist's activity thr uzh t'e Ioly Spirit in the Tlucharist the life of *™*¢
«1vx Church is built »p, its fellowship strengthened and its mission
surthered, [;n the Znchorist the Church becomes most intensely itself] el
The identity of the Church as the .ody of Christ is both expressed and
effectively vroclaimed by its beins ¢rathered “GP5Und Yandgpartaking of
Lig ody and .lcod., In the vwhols sction of the Ducharist, and in and by
Iis presence civen throu~h bresd and wine, the Crucified and l.isen
Lord, accordin~ to :is promise, offers Limself to his people.

In the Duchurist we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes,
lleceiving & forstaste of the kinmdom to cole,(we are spurred on to Py g
hasten its present reclisstion on eartn.) . e look buck with thanis-
giviny to what Christ has doie for us; e greet hi§ presence amons

.

us, we look forward to his final sppearinsT in the fullness of his

kingdom when "The Son also himself (shzll) be subject unto him that

put all things under him, that God may be all in all" (I Cor.15:28).
~¥ partulkine of the one loaf ond gathering around bhe sume table in

this coumurel menl ot the invitation of the same Lord, e are one in
comuitment not only to Christ and tc one znother, but also to the

. 'ssion of the Church in the world,

et The “ucherist and the Sacrifice of Christ

e (48 for the relaeticn whi.h exists between the Tuchurist und the ™
unigue socriffice of Chriszst, we ali}accept Christ's deoth and resurre-
ction as h ving taken pluce once and for ¢ll in history, Christ's (
death on the Cross, ths c iminstion of his wh.le life of obedience, -
wos the one, perfsct ond scfficiont sacrifice forfthe sins of}the} o
wiole world, asany atitenpt to express a noexus hotween the sucrifice of
Christ and the lNuchierist must not obscure this fTundarencal fact of
Christicn faith. {Imt we beliaeve that) The Lord's Supper, o Gift of
God to his Church,...is a neons vhereby the sucrifice of the Cross,
vhi€h we procl.ip, is operctive within the Church" (cf. the .ristol
Docum:nt accepted at Uppsala, 19568). (& recourse to)th:s notion of
memorial, as understood in the Passover cel:obration at the time of
Christ (i.e. the mukine afrective in the present of un event in the
pest) opens the way tc o 2e1:) understanding o tidis relationship.(@oﬂswV
the Zuchuristic mem rial is not only a callins to nind of whet is

2, or of its sipgnificence, it is the Church's effective proclumati.n

You's mishty scts., Christ instituted the “luchorist as the memorial

amnesig) of the whole of God's reconcilin~ action in him,. énd by
tnis coimunion with Christ, the Church perticiputes in that reality
(ef. op.cits)d)  Sutr vaphecsa by fesv Des o Tt
(The docums=nt was sirned by +slan C. Clurk, L,Ii, lardy, -;arnabas shern,
C.P., Julien Chusrley, Jean Tillard, 0.7., Pierre Luprey, ..F.)




