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Suggested amendnents or additions to the Norwich paper
Through the 1life, death and resurrectinn of Jesus Christ
God reconciled nen to Himself, and, in Him, offers unity to all
naniking. Our relatinonship with one nnother as children of
God is inauguratcd by bantism into Christ, through the Holy

Spirit, and is cxpressed and despened through the Eucharist.

In the course of thce Church's history sevceral traditions
have developed in expressing Christian understanding of the
Buchrrist: for cxanmple, various names have become custonary
as descriptions of the Eucharist: Lord's Suppcr, Liturgy,
Holy Mysterics, Synaxis, Mass, Holy Communion. Somc of these

have acquircd cmntime content after divisions have arisen,

and have been tnken ns slogans. Perhaps the Eucharist hns
beeome the most universally acceptoble term. Underncath the
usc of differing terms lic the real vroblems of belicf and

prnctice, .
Inscrtinn of II ( 2, 3 & 4)of Venice documents ns under: -

ii) The Bucharist is central in the obedicnce and worship
of thc People o»f God., It was institutcd by our Lord in thec
context of the Passover. The Passover was the ceclcbration
of Isracl's deliverance from slavery and of their constitution
ns God's people scnled by the Cdvcnant of 8inani. It
foreshadowed the universal deliverance from sin offercd for
the rceeonciliation of nll men by Christ thmugh thc New
Covenant scnled with His bload.

iii) Christ's whole 1life, culminating in his denth on thec
Cross, wns thc onc truc perfcct and sufficicnt sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world., He was raiscd freom the dead and
cntered into His glory. He is the head of His body, the Church,
and through thce Holy Spirit in the Bucharist He dcepens the

union of His mcmbers with Himself in His death and resurrcctinn.,
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iv) God s» loved the world th-t He gave His nnly begotten
Son to thc cnd thot all who believe in Hin érould not pe rish,
- but have cverlasting Yife. Tt is God thc Fnther who in Christ

is reconciiing gll men torHimself.

"hen the Church gathers for the BEucharist it is Chfist
the Lord, crucificd and riscn, who gives thanks and unitcs
us with His thanksgiving for all God's mcrcics in crcatinn
nnd rcdemption,

It is Christ the Lord who offers to thce Fathcer the total
sclf-surrcnder which found its suprcmc cxpression in His
doath, and unites ﬁs with His perfect nbedicnec to the Father

It is Christ thc Lord who brings us to rcpentencces
forgives our sins and givcslus gracc to amcnd.

It is Christ tho Lofd vho unitcs us with Himsclf in His
intcrecession 97 oursclves and for nll nankind.

It is fr~n Christ the Lord that we.rcccive the brend
of Yifc nand thc cup of salvaticon, and in Hin that we arc
affercd ancw tn thce Father's scrvicce,

In the BEucharist thercfore it is thc whrlc Church which
shnrcs Christ's pficgthOWd and is nssocéintcd with His
s~crifice nlthoush the ordaincd minister who presides has
particular liturgic~l functions as the represcntntive of

Christ and His pcople,

e agrec that when His pecople gather for:thc Eucharist
to commermorate His saving acts for our redempticn, Christ
sncrancntally present makes effective ameng us the cternal
benefits of his victory on the cross and clicits and rcncws
our rcsponsc of faith, thanksgiving and sclf-surrender.
By Christ's activity through thc Holy Spirit in thc DBucharist
the 1ifc of the Church is built up, its fellowship strengthencd
and its missi~n furthcred. In the Bucharist the Church
Beceomes nost intenscly itsclf. The identity »f thc Church
as the B~dy of Christ is both cxpresscd and cffectively

proclained by its being gnthercd around, and partaking of,
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His Body and Blood. In thc whole actinn of the Bucharist,
and in and by His sncramcntal prescnce given through bread
and wine, the Crucificd and Riscn Lord, according to His pronisc,

offers Himsclf to His pcople.

4, In the Bucharist vc proclnim the Lord's death until he
comcs. Rcceiving n forctaste of the kingdom to cone, v'c are
spurrcd on to hasten its present realisatisn on carth, ‘e
1-1k back with thanksgiving to what Christ h-~s dcne for us:
ve grect Hinm »wresent among us, we 1ok farverd to his final
avpearing in the fulness »f his kingdon when "The Son also
hinsclf (shnll) be subject unto him that put all things under
hin, that God noy be all in all" (1 Cor. 15:28). By partaking
of thce one leaf and gnthering ar-und the same table in this
comrunnl me~l nt the invitation of the same Lord, wc arc onc
in commitment not only to Christ and to onc another, but
~lso to the dssicn of the Church in the world. (%)

5. As for the rclation vhich cxists between the Euchnrist

and the unique sacrifice of Christ, we all nccept Christ's

decoth ~nd resurrcction as hnving taken placc once and for

nll in history. Christ's death on thc Cross, the culmination

of his whoylc 1ifc of obedicnce, was the one, pcrfccet and

sufficicnt sacrificc for thc sins of the wheolc world. ‘ny
attempt to oxpress a nexus between the snerifice of Christ
and the Euchnrist nust not obscurc this fundarental fact of

Christian faith. Yect we belicve thﬂt’ThC Lord's Suppcr, n

gift of Ged to His Church,... is a means whereby the sacrifice

of thc Cross, which we proclaim, iscerative within the

Church. 4 rccoursc to the notinn of memorial, ns understood

(%¥) Christ ana the ¢ nrly Church, in cxprcssing the rcaning of His
dcath and resurrcctiosn, found the langunge of sacrifice
indispensable.,  Far the Hebrew, sacrifice was o traditional
me~ns of comnunicatison with Gnd, This involved a widc rangc
of e¢xprcssinn, for cxnmnle, the Passover, which vns csscntinlly
Aoconunnl fenst; the Day of At ndhent, vhich ins cssentinlly
expintory; the Covennnt, which was cssentially the ¢stnablishing
of comunion betveen God and man, In the nind of the carly
Church thcre wns o closc nexus between the Cross as n sncrificec
and thc Eucharist, It wns around this point that contrpversy
vias loater to ragc.,  Sonc prrtics took any sacrificinl content
in the Bucharist to detract from the 'once and for All' naturc
of Christ's sclf-offcring on the Cross, beccausc they thoupht it
meant regrrding the Eucharist as n rcocatablce sacrifice in its
own ri~ht. Othcrs insistcd on the sacrifienl charncter of the
Buchnrist nnd by thcir langungc and practices anpnrcd to lend
cnlour to thesce susnicisns. 7o belicve that this conflict can
be tronscended by n frosh understanding of thc Passover.
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in the Passover cclcbratinon at the time of Christ (i.c. the
makin® offcc{ivc in the prescnt of an cvent in the past)

ocpens the way to o fresh understanding of this rclatinnship.
For thc Bucharistic mcrorial 1s not only a cnlling to mind of
vhnt is pnst, or ~f its significancec, 1t is the Church's
cffective proclamation of God's mighty ncts. Christ instituted
+he Bucharist as the nemorial (anamnesis) of the wholc of God's
r;conciling nctinn in him, and by this comunion with Christ

the Church participates in that rcality (ef. op. cit.) .

Tle approve and accept the Luthernn-Ronan Cathnlic statemcnt:
" The members of the body of Christ arc united through Christ
with God and with onc another in such a way that they bcconc
participants in his worship, his sclf-offcring, his sacrificc
+n the Father. Through this unilon betwecn Christ and Christians,
the cucharistic asscmbly"offers Christ" by consenting in thc power
of thc Hol: Spirit to be offcred by him to the Pathcr. dAp-rt
fran Christ we h-ve no gifts, no worship, no sncrificc of our
awn to offer to God, All we can plead is Christ, thc

cncrifical Lanb and victim whom thc Fathcr himsclf hrs ziven us'.

T is communion with Christ prcsupposcs his true prescncc,in o
nysterinous fashion, offectively significd by the bread which is
his body and by thec wine which is his blo-~d, that arc given for
thc spiritunl nourishment of his pcople. It is n dynamic
Proscnce, finding its fulfilment in the unity of Christ with
the Church, which is his body. Thce torm 'dynnmic' denntcs

that by thc power of the Holy Spirit the natural elements ~ro
raiscd to a ncwr level of being. Under thce sacramcntnl signs

of brcad and winc the glorified Lord bcennces prcsent in A
unique way, and his body and blond arc given to belicvers for

1ifc cverlasting.

“J¢ cndorsc the words of the Luthcran-Roman Catholic statement
ip affirning " that God acts in the Eucharist, cffeccting a
change in the clements'. In the 1light -f contcmporary Cntholic
cxnositiorsit is clear to dnglicnns ns to Luthcrans that

"thce dogmn of transubstantiation intcnds to nffirm thc fact

~f Christ's prescncce and ~f the change which takcs ploce,and
is not an nttompt to cxplain how Christ bcenmes prescnte...s

it is n lecitipntce way of Aattempting to oXpress the nystery
cven (for thosc) who belicve thot the conceptuality associnted
with 'transu bstantintion' is mislcading, And thcrcforc prefer

to Avoid the tern'.
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The objcetivity of the nysterious changc ( mirabilis conversin)
cffected by the power of the Holy Spirit is clearly affirmcd
in Anglicon formularics, o, 6.

by the words of thoe Praycer of Humblc lccess:

"So te cat the flesh of thy dear Soan Jcosus
Christ, nnd to drink his blo-d,..."

nnd by the words of ndministiatinn of Holy Communion:

" the bhody of Our Lord Jesus Christ.....
the blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ....."

Vlo ngrce that it is iupossiblce precisely tn definc any particular
moment nt which tho sign becomes truly efficncious, and of the
arnner in which this nccurs, e belicve, howcver, thnt thce

words of institution nnd the rcecception of the clenments by

the fnithful arc nomcnts of specinl sipgnificance in the Eucharist,

Omitted
“lc subnit to the Comnissinn the question whether we have attnined

n sufficicnt neasurce of ngrccmnent for the subjcct of the
Euchnrist no longer to constitute an obstnclc to rcuninn,
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The words enployed in the Roman Catholic tradition and liturgy,
which speak of our offering the Sacrifice of Christ to the Father,
h\ﬁﬂby appear[@o sone Anglicané to deny the fact of the once-for-all nature
of the Cross. The implicit intention of this language of toffering!
is to emphasize the truth that ve can offer nothing to God except

through the sacrifice of Christ. The self-offering and thanksgiving

of the Church nre the result of salvation.

Possibly our nutual nisunderstandings spring fron enphasi:s on
different facots of the atonement, a subject which the New Testanent
expresses in a variety of ways. In one, the stress is laid upon the
self-offering and obedience of Christ in his humanity,[;hich helps to
explain the Roman Catholic emphasisg] The'othe: approach emphasizes
the unique action of God for nan's justification through the death of
the Cross,[}hich explains the concern of some Anglicans over Ronan

Catholic usage. However, both these approaches can be found in each

of our two communians.]
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