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THY EUCHARIST GROUP  C

i' Suggested amendments or additions to the Norwich paper

.1.

Through the l1life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ

God reconciled men to Himself, and, in Him, offers unity to all
mankind. Our relantionship with one another ns children of

God is inaugurated by bantism into Christ, through the Holy

Spirit, and is expressed and deepened through the Eucharist.

In the course of the Church's history sevcral traditions
have dcvcloped in expressing Christian understanding of the
Euchnarist: for example, various names hnve become customary
as descriptions of thc Eucharist: Lord's Supper, Liturgy,
Holy Mysteries, Syﬁnxisy Mass, Holy Communion. Some of these

have acquircd emotize content after divisions have arisen,

and have beecn tnken as slogans. Perhaps the Eucharist has
become the most universally nacceptable term. Underncnth the

usc of differing ternms lic the real problems of belief and

practice, g TRENWﬁSTBFﬂ~,e¢ﬂ~“Th§' £V HAe & -

Inscrtion of II ( 2, 3 & 4)of Venice documents ns under: -

ii) | The Eucharist is central in the obedience and worship

of the People'éf God. It was instituted by our Lord in the
context of the Passover. Thc Passover vAs the cclcbrration

of Isracl's deliverance from slavery and df their constitution
as God's people scnled by the Covenant of Sinai, It
foreshadowed the universal deliverance from sin offercd for
the reconciliation of all men by Christ thmugh the New

Covenant secnled with His blcod,

iii) Christ's wholc 1ife, culminating in his death on the

Cross, wns the onc truc perfect and sufficicnt sacrifice for
the sins of the whole world. Hec was raised -from the dead and
cntered into His glory., He is the head of His body, the Church,
and through the Holy Spirit in the Eucharist He dccpens the

union of His mcmbers with Himself in His death and resurrection,




iv)
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God so loved the world thet He gave His only begotipﬁ
Son to the end that all who believe in Hin should not e rish,

but have evcrlasting life. It is God the Father who in Christ

. is reconciling w1l men to Himself,

"hen the Church gathecrs for the Eucharist it is Christ
the Lord, crucified and riscn, who givcs thanks and unites
us with His thanksgiving for all God's mcrcics in crcation
and rcdemption, N

It is Christ the Lord who offers to the Father the total
sclf-surrcnder which found its supremc cxpression in His
dcath, and unites us with His pcrfect obedience to thc Father

It is Ghrist the Lord who brings us to rcpentcnce,

. forgives our sins and givcs us gracc to amend.

It is Christ the Lord who unites us with Himself in His
intecrcession for ourselves and for all mankind,.

It is from Christ the Lord that wc receive the bread
of 1life and the cup of salvatirn, and in Him that we are
offcred anew to the Father's scrvice.

In thc Eucharist therceforc it is the vwhaole Church which

" shares Christ's pricsthond and is assogiatcd with His

s~erifice although the ordaincd ministcr who presides has

particular liturgic~l functions as thc representntive of

Christ and His pecople.

e agrcc that when His pcople gather for the Eucharist

to commemorate His saving acts for our redemption, Christ

sacramcntally prcsent makes effective among us the ecternal
T ——
benefits of his victory on the cross and elicits and rcnews

our response of failth, thanksgiving and secXf-surrender,

By Christ's activity through the Holy Spirit in thc Bucharist
the 1ifc of thc Church is built up, its fcllowship strengthened
and its mission furthered. In the Eucharist the Church
becomes most intenscly itself. The identity »f thc Church

as the Body of Christ is both expressed and effectively

proclaimed by its belng gnthercd around, and partaking of,
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His Body and Blood. In thc wholec action of thc Fucharist,
and in and by His sacramcntal prescnce given through brecad
and wine, the Crucificd and Risen Lord, éécording to His promnisc,

offcrs Himsclf to His pecople.

4, In the Eucharist wc proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes, Receiving a forctnste of the kingdom to cone, we—are
spurrcd-emto—hestcn its prescni realisatien—-on—earth, 'le
1o~k back with thanksgiving to what Christ has donc for us:
we .grect Hinm »resent among us, wc look foryerd to his final
appcnring\§£_€ﬂg_fainoss of his kingdon when "The Son also
~himsclf (shall) bc subject unto him that put all things undcr
hin, that God may be all in all" (1 Cor, 15:28).] aking

-.of thc one lonfya d{gnthoring.around the same tdblc{in this
conmunal merl at the invitation of thc same Lord, we are onc

in conmmitment not only to Christ and to onc anonther, but
also to thc migsinn of the Church in the world. L*?}

T g SulHapysT <7 Skwﬂaﬂu;ﬂraﬁo
5. = in the.relation w

mm%wmmnnﬂ%ﬂ nccept Christ's
death nnd rcsurrection as hnving taken place once and for

All in history. Christ's death on thc Cross, the culmination
of his whilc 1lifc of obedience, was the one, pcrfecct and
sufficicnt sacrificc for the sins of the whole world., Any

attempt to cxprecss a nexus between the sacrificc of Christ
-and the EBucherist must not obscurc this fundamental fact of
Christian faith. Yet we belicve that The Lord's Suppcr, a
gift of Geod to His Church,sgu is a mcans whercby the sacrifice
of the Cross, which we proclain, is@erative within the
Church. A rccoursc to thc notion of mecmorial, as understood

(*) Christ and thccarly Church, in cxprcssing the reaning of His
death and resurrcetisn, found the language of sacrifice
indispcnsable. For thc Hebrew, sacrifice was a traditional
mcons of communication with God., This involved a wide range
of cxpression, for cxamnlc, the Passover, which was essentially
a communal fcnst, the Day of Atonement, vhich was essentially
expiatory; the Covenant, which was .cssentially thc establishing
of communion between God and man.  In the nind of the carly
Church thecre was a close nexus betwecn the Cross as a sacrifice
and the Eucharist., It was around this point that controversy
was later to rogec. BSomc partics took any sacrificial content
in - the Bucharist to detract from the 'onee nnd for all' naturc
of Christ's sclf-offering on the Cross, becausc they thought it
neant regarding the Eucharist as a repeatable sacrifice in its
owri rirht. Others insistcd on the sacrifical charscter of the
Bucharist and by their languagce and practices apgared to lend
colour to thesc suspici~ns. "¢ beclicve that this conflict can
be transcendcd by a freshiundcerstanding of the Passover.
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5 Cont)
in the Passovef celebratinn at the time of Christ (i.c. the

makin:s effective in thc present of an event in the past)'

opens the wny to a fresh understanding of thiéﬁrclationship.
For the Bucharistic memorial is not only a calling to mind of
what is -past, or of its significance, it is thec. Church's
effective proclamation of God s nighly acts, Chrlst instituted
thc Pucharist as thce memorial (anamnesis) of the wholc of God's
roeonciling action in him, and by this comiunion with Christ

the Church participates in thdat reality Qof: ebe cib)™~

Ly S fres N %
e TITPT e St 1LF T v ~—aftatemncnts

/f" The members of the body of Christ arc united through Christ
with God and with one another in such a way that they become
participants in his worship, his sclf-offering, his sacrifice
to the Father. Through this union between Christ and Christians,
the‘euchhristic asscnbly"offers Christ" by comsenting in the power
of the Holr Spirit to bc offered by him to the Pathcr, Ap~rit
fron Christ vwec hnve no gifts, no worship, no sacrifice of our
own to offer to God. All we can plead is Christ, the %
sacrifical lamb and victim whom thc Fathcr himsclf has glven us"

[T e Cersen Ol CREST

6. T.is communion with Christ presupposcs his true presence,in a

nysterious fashion, effcctively significd by the bread which 1s

his body and by the wine which is his blo»d, that arc given for
the spirifunl nourishment of his pcople, It is a dynamic
prescncc, finding its fulfilment in the unity of Christ with
the Church, which is his body. The term 'dynamic' denntcs

that by the power of the Holy Spirit ticnaturak—-elencents.2rc
raiscd to a ncew level of being, Under-the—sacramental signs

. - the nlnrlfled ngd beecomcs present in a
VD e Vi Qcaxmcwhi ORI
uniquc wny;L?nd his body ande%lond arc glvcn to belicvers for
lifec cverlasting.
P
. N T I bk ohratry qihes
7. 4uxﬁnmmmihsﬂwcr&§7ﬂfﬁml TAatheran-Roman Crthotic statement
in-afgiendng " that God acts in thce Eucharist, cffcctlnu a

change in thc clements". In thc light ~f contenporﬂr§¢arzﬁollc
cxnositiorsit is clear to Anglicans ns to Lutherans thnt

Wiho dogmn of transubstantiation intends to affirm the fact

of Christ's precscncc and ~F the change which takes placc,and
is not an attcmpt to cxplain how Christ bccomés preschtes...

it is a lezitipgatc way of attcmpting to cxprcess the mystery
cven (for those) who believe that the conceptuality associnted
with 'transu bstantiation' is mislending, and thercforc prefor

to nvoid the tern'.
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7 (cont)

§ [l The objcetivity of the mysterinus change %€ mirabilis conversiof
cffccted by the power of the Holy Spirit is clearly affirmed

in Anglican formularies. e.g.
by thc words of thc Praycr of Humble Access:

"So to ent thc ¥lesh of thy dear Son Jesus
Christ, and to drink his ®lo-d...."

nnd by thc words of administration of Holy Communion:

" the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ..... .
the Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ....." av® Tl E»hvﬁ;b
WLV‘V(;L(&?/M%#;WH::—’O A N C""’ w:g—‘ -é'fé:m::\—-—/r; I A P N i ae flodr
rcecisely to definc any particular

‘%J<ggrco that it is ipossible ﬁ

moment at which thc sign beconmcs truly efficncious, and of the

manner in which this occurs. Ue believe, howcver, that the rtes i~
pkywords of institution nnd thc rcception of the clements by

the faithful arc noments of speecial significancce in the Eucharist,

9 Omitted KX

10 P T et it qu i Thcther we have a
A~
a sufficient measurc of agrecment ngﬁfhc subjcct of the
Euchnristfno longer to constitutc an obstacle to reunionn.
/
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