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Introduction

1. Our intention has been to gain a deeper understanding of
Ministry which is consonant with biblical teaching and with

the traditions of our common inhcritance, and to cxpress in

this document the consensus we have reached. (cf.Agreed

Statement on the Doctrine of the Eucharist). This

Stntement is not designed to be an cxhaustive treatment of
the subject, since we recognisce that a common faith allows
varicty in both the thecology and the practice of ministry.
bur present discussions, whilc not neglccting the

great controversies of the past have convinced us that we

do shrre such o common faith.

2. The Church exists to scrve, that is to minister. The
service of God and of mankind is the hallmark of every
Christian who sceks to follow the example of Jesus. All
scrvice 1s undertaken in response to God's call. The call

to somc forms of servicce is simply dircct and personal, while
the call to others may be medinted through Church authority.
In both our churchces this diversity includes an ordained
ninistry.

3. The New Test~ cnt gives no coaprechensive pattern for
this ordained ministry. This allows for considerable
flexibility in its subscquent development, as is alrcady
apparent in the New Testament itsclf. Although both our
churches have intended to adhere to basic principles

attested by the New Testament, the particular forms which

our ministrics have assumed have been shaped by our
traeditions. Such development requires constant rcassessment
in the light of the biblical cvidence and of contemporary

neecds,




