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1. Ihe Churoh is the visible Egtnggk! of the ba

§ tizod =n
are called to live by faith a n oharity undorp!hoogul‘?ncc of
the Gospel and to earry on the saving alssion of Christ,

2. The faclle, though unfounded, suggestion alght be zade to
divide owr troatuent of authority into the two parts whieh
paragraph 1 could recosaend:s

(2) Doctrinal Authoritys “to live by faith and in charity
under the guidance of the Goapoi'.

(b) dandatory iuthority (0.g.y Jurisdiction and ordinance):
"to curry on the eaving nioolon of Christ",

3¢ It 1o obvious, however, that the neat division of authority
in paragraph 2&) and (b) 4s not realistic. Both forme of
authority, for instance, are bound to sffeot the Churek's life
of falth and charity under the guidance of the Gogpel - in ite
sctual exercire, .andatory regulations are necopaary for the
efficacy and good order of the Church's sacracontal and
liturgienl praoctices. Hence, there is bound %o de & neces ary
overlapg ing between the twe foras of suthority dosoribed in
paragrayhs 2(a) and (b),.

4. I think, therefore, that our discussion of suthority should
baced not on the nature and forag of authority but rathoer on the

exisencics of the Church's life (viz., its nature and :isoion,)

Though both cur churches have always had the foras of
authority deseribed in paragraphe 2(a) and (b), a really
fruitful diascussion must recognize that all suthority i
one eleuent in the larger context of the Qhurch'e totil
dedication to the knowledge, love and sorvice of the Gospel,

5. Hdence, & likely divielon suggoate iteelf:

(n) T ; - : s exigency

a) The Church ns a W with it oxi

o for suthority and not only becau e of the nature 2rc ‘
gomaunity but alsv because of the poeitive w»ill of God
exprensed in deripture.

v} 1 id
in this treataent epecial attention 4upg Eo’; 4
to the role of Christ in the Church 3&T=8nggn. iftf‘zr
role of the Holy Spirit who freely beatows ;12 cin
enlizhten and to guide., Thuis invisible rea ’yC’ri i
Chureh life is bound to musnce our concopts of hried
authority and to eaphasize that all guthority au )

! ariot and
gﬁ;%tgg to render the Lordshlip of Uar ot
2§:nu2?tg of His Spirit more effective in the Church's

fidelity to the Goaspel.
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Conclusion

It is obvious that this approach to the satter of authori
(within the context of the a8 ruled by the g‘g;ggg? v
of Chriet the Lord and empowere y Hie Spirit) will necesonrily
proapt the inclusion of wany topice, Qelle

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

The priancey of the Church's life and mniassion, with

authority as a uo;*tgg of niniotry (of, New Tostament
tenching on authority as gg;z‘ggj? :

i{he respect outhority muet show for the Spiritegiven
diversity in local churches and within the loeal church.

The role of Biohop, College of Bishops, Councils and
Iricecy as representative of the faith of the kg%noniu
and as charged to protect and to promote the fa ’
charity and miscion of the Chureh,

fhe relation of Church authority to priveate or communal
initiative (e.g. prophetic, theclogical, apostolic, ete.)

The principles governing obedience to authority.
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