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:n Ma; 9ti on t he oc ca sto n ,1 the visiL o f Pope John 

•~~ 1 II t o Cant~ r bu ry, the Pope and the Arc hb i s hop of Canterbur y , 

Dr . Robe r t Runc1 ~ , pro claimed and ce leb r ated the one bapti s mal 

f :; 1.t.h •,...t11 cn we dll sha re. The y als o gave thank s to God for 

t '1° work of the r ir s t Anglican- Rom a n Ca th ol ic Internationa l 

Commi s sion ( ARCI C-I) whose Final Report had Jus t been 

p ub lished , and agreed to the establishment of a new commission 

ARC I C- II ) . 

Th e task of A RCI C- II was to exam. ne and try to resolve 

t nose doctrinal di fferences which still divide our Churches and 

a re obstacles t.o th eestablishment of a fuller communion of fa ith 

,.11'.J '3a t:c ame '1::.d l li fe . At the requ1=s t of both our Churches 

·.n e Com ri, _::is1un r,.::is a ddressed it self ::.o the doct rine of 

us t 1fi cati o n, wn ich at the time of th e Reformation was a 

□ a rticula r 2ause o f co ntention. This reque s t sp rang out of 

~1.d e=~ r e~~ v 1~~ that th e s ub Jcct o f Just1 f 1ca tio n and 

; .:: _ .,, a t 1 J r. _ _ "' ) "= n tr a l to the ch r i s t 1 an fa 1 th th a t , u n 1 es s 

~n ere 1~ a s s ur a nce o f agreement on thi s i ssue , there can be 

n, ful l doc tr i na l agreement between our two Churches. The 

:~ rk of ~RCI C- II on justifica tion has been helped by the 

J1scuss1on a nd prog ress in this a r ea made in the wider 

~cu men1cal move me nt. In its stateme n t t h e Commiss ion 

Jc~ nowl e dge ~ t hat the doctrine of Just ifi ca tion can be properly 

._ .. ·~ a L <.:: •1 on l )' ',J l L h i n the Wide r C O n t t ' X t O f the d O C t r in e Of 

-i l •; :i t iv r, " ~ " , 1 no le . Thi s in tur n i nv o lv e s a discussion of 

_ 11 e 1- 0 1 •:: o f •,h e .:: h u r ch 1 n Ch r i s t ' ::; s av 1 n g wo rk . Hence th e 

1, .c t 1 P :J f t h ,-. r1 ,:,; r '! e d s ta t em e n t : Sa 1 v .:i t 1 on .:i n d the Chu r ch . 
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Th e Commiss ion does not claim t o ha ve composed a complete 

t reatme n t o f the doc trine o f t h e Churc h: the discussion is 

l imi ted t o the r o le of the Church 1n salvat ion . Although 

th e doc tr ine o f salvation and Ju s tification in the past has 

been a c ause of contention betwee n Anglica ns and Roman 

Ca tholic s the re wa s neverthe less always much ag r e ement. Abo ve 

a l l it wa s ag r eed that the a c t of God in br i ng i ng salvation to 

the huma n race and summoning ind i viduals into a c ommon unity 

1s du e s olel y to th e mercy and g ra ce o f God. It was also 

ag~e ed t hat God ' s g race evokes an authentic human response • 
o f faith whi ch takes effect not onl y in the life of an 

i nd ividual bu t a lso in the life of the Church. The difficulties 

a r ose in explai n i ng how divine grace related to human response 

a nd those dif f1 cu lti es were com pounde d by a framewo rk of 

d iscussion that conce ntrated too narrowly on the individual. 

God's l ov e for us is expressed in the language of grace, 

whe re by we rece i v e salvat ion. Even o ur human response of 

fa ith 1s it se lf a l s o a gift of grace . Faith invo lves both an 

assent to the t ruth of the gospel and the commitme nt of our wtitJ. 
to God . Thus fai t h is inseparable fr om love. Christian 

a suran c e o t" salv ation is not pre sump t uo us beca use it 1s 

fou nded u pon what God has accompl ished - Christ and his 

c o nt1nu 1 ng fa itnf uless. Thus faith 1s als o indissolubly li nked 

wit h hope . 

Th e Sc r i ptures speak of salvati on in numerous ways. 

f he terms emplo ye d are complementary to one ano ther, with 

salvation the most comprehensive. Confusion was caused in the 

sixteenth century by different understandings of the word • 



• 

• 

• 

-3-

' 1us t1 f1 cat1on ' . Catho l ic t heo l og 11ns te nde d t o inc lude 

un der t h i s te rm \✓ ha t Reform.::i t 1on t heol og i an s woul d describ e as 

s .1 '1ct 1f1caLi o n . I n realit /, bot h J us ti f 1ca t 1on an d 

s2 nc t i f _~a L1on a r e part of tnc o ne dP c 1sive a ct of 

s1 l v at1 on . ~oj ' s declarati o n o f our fre e dom from condemna tion 

1 - D~und Lo ge t hPr with our s anct ifi ca ti on . Th e fi nality of 

Ln e o ne a nd t ne ~o nt1n u1ng p r ocess o f the o t her a re refl ected 

1r, t h e r el a t ion betwee n baptism an d c. he euchar1sc.. The 

a ec laration of acquit tal 1s not thro ugh an y en t i tlement on ou r 

pa r t. I t also e 3 tabl1shes a new a nd pe rs ona l relationship . 

Fa ith i s no mere private matt e r : 1 t mu s t issue i n go o~ 

~a r ks. God ha s o r o ught into bein g 1n Christ a ne w humanit y , 

f o rmed to do his will and to b r ing fo r th the fruit of th e 

S 0 1rit. We a r e o n ly able to live this fu ll y huma n life 

cn rough o u r fr eed om 1n Christ. Thi s ne c es s i tates liv ing 1 n 

0 m~un1 ty w1tn 1t s at tendant mut ua l ~bl1 ga t1ons . Our human 

~a nd1ti o n ne c ess itates daily r epenta ~ce ,renew a l o f f a i th and 

, - o mm un i o~ 0 f cra yerl. God pr omi ses t o r ew a r d fa ithfulness, 

, . t tnc: f a 1 t h Cu l 11 e<s t o be rewarde J 1s u l t1n a t el y hi s own 

T ►,, _<.! n6 uag e of ' me r it' , :;o -:, f t e n rn sconstrued , 

Jo es noc. l mp l :, ) u r making God 1 11 any wa y i nde bted t o us . 

S1 ,1c e J us t1C1ca ti on thro ugh God ' s e:; r ace a dmits us in t o 

-_, i::: f' e l _o wsn ~~ o :~ t hose who h nv e be en r econciled in Christ , 

t11 e doct ri ne o f s a l vati o n is ult 1mac.cl y as soci.:i. ted with that 

0 f t n e C', u r c n . The Church i s a ~ o r th e gos p e l , as i t see k s 

tu f oll o w th 1' '"' 1V o f Ch ri st through t h e g r r1. ce o f the Sp iri t. 

r·. 1~ 11 30 011L r 11'J t c d wi th the r csp ons1b 1l 1 t y o f stewa r s h i p 

, f ;=d l th a t.. 1 t ri 1" re c c iv c d , bot I, r' 1 r · 1 t s own l 1 r' e a nd fo r 
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r.r 1e Cait h f u l p r oc l a ma tion of th e go s pel. As i ns trument, 

: h~ 01ur c h 1 3 cal l e d t o be a li ving e xp r essi o n of t he gospel, 

be~ ng evangelisec a nd evangelis ing. I t ca n th us be descri bed 

• 
1~ a sacrame nt o f Go d ' s sav ing wo rk . Fo r a ll i ts s hort c om i ngs , 

t.n,· 01u r·cn l!: he re d nd now t o be a f o r e ta ste o f God's Ki ngdom , 

a c hall e nge to t he worl d ' s d i v is i ons, 1nJust i ce and l ac k o f 

cc mpa ss1on. 

Co nc l usion 

Th e Commis s i o n ha s tried t o e x pres s t he ba l a nce and • 

c o nere nc e of th e constitutive ele me n ts in t he doctrine of 

salva tio n obsc u r e d in the course of history a nd controversy. 

7~ey be l i eve that our two Communi ons ca n be a greed on the 

essential e l eme n t s of the doctrine o f Salva tion and the 

ClJ r ch ' s ro l e wi t hin it. The Commission a ff i r ms that this i s 

1c longe r an a r ea where any remain ing d iffere nc es of theol ogi ca l 

nt erp r eta ti on o r ecclesiologi ca l em pha s es, ei t her within o r 

'e .. we e n 0u r ~ ~ 0 Lommun ions,can J us tif y our co n t inuing 

.:;-:-r a rat 1on. • 
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