
/ 

• 

• 

(t 

ARCIC- II 12/(n) (83) 

PRESS RELEASE (DRAFT) 

A truly encrrnr~ring ctnrt "HlS r.ade nt the first meet.iroi; of the 

new Anglic11.n- Rnm'1.n Cotholic I ntLrnation.'ll ColTIJ'li □aion (ARCIC- II) at 

Venice , August 30 to September 6, 1983. The Cor mieoion, r:hoGe 

~embership is more wide- ranging than th~t of its pre1{ccnn0r , 

( 

includes renrc-eentntives from five continent □ and t\/elve n..,tiorolitieo . 

This made possible '111 imDortnnt t xch,1nge of infornation on the 

actu~l stqte of An.glic~n/Rom~n c~th lie ~astor~l relationc in ~nr.y 

parts of' the v.orld • Although there are places where I c r.petitive 

spirit still prevails , in the m:1jor1 ty of ct'lses regulrir co- o·,er:1ticn 

i s no,v tnken for s-r,nted. 

It was ~Bn1nst this back~rJund thAt th~ Cn~~ission turn~d to 

its thcalogicol tqrk of examining the outstnnuing dnctrinnl 

differences bet ·r>en thC' tr,o Cotnl!lunions . ':' o papers fron Australia 

set out the relntcd problems of ju::::tification by fo i th and the 

theology of thf Church. Diccuseion of there i~aues led the 

Commission to iJ:tk "The Church ond Snlvotio:r..11 
1 ts imncdiate priority. 

Propar~tory nnpero from England on the eubj~ct of the 

re concili .,,tion of Churches rrn(l the. recognition of minis tries 

pr ompted thC' Coru:ii soion to o wi-.l('r <'liecussion of how Anglicons 

and Roman C11tholic"' c,n grovr tO\'nrdG full corununion. Eracntinl 

to this procceo will be thr reenonse of botl. Ct.urchcs to tho 

Pinal Renurt of ARCIC- I which Hill Dhov the ex-tent of our 

agreement in falth . In the r.10nntinc the Cor.mioro.nn T'lnns to 

invol·1e nntiornl Ana) icr1n/Rom11n Cntholic comnisrions in o nu .ber of 

c ountrieo in the diocuuoion of the thcolo ic~l inplicntions of 

ful l communion ond or thci wny town ran .it . 
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