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GROUP 1 

INTRODUCTION 

In the Introduction to its FINAL REPORT , ARCIC I stated that 

The Church is the community of those reconciled with 

God and each other because it is the c ommunity of those 

who believe in Jesus Christ and are justified through 

God's grace . It is also the reconciling community , 

because it has been called to bri ng to all mank i nd , 

through the preach ing of the Gos pe l , God's grac ious 

offer of redemption. 

We affirm this statement . It also furni shes a basi c orientation for 

further work because it touches on i ssues which some have sug~es ted need 

additional elaboration. For example it mentions the Church as 

reconci led and reconc il ing; i t speaY.s of persons being justified by God's 

gra::e ; and it r e fers to r edemp tion ~i t h1n the chur.;M, the co~munity of 

bel1ever5J for t he sal vati on of all humankind . 

Thi s fundamental and ::on.;1 s c affirma t ion addi t ionally po i nts to issues 

thought by some to di vide Angli::ans a nd Roman Cutholics . From the per

s pec t i ve of some Anglicans , a :::on ::ern is expressed whether, i n Roma n 

Cathol i c teaching and pra::ti::e , the to ta l g r a tu ity of God ' s saving a c tion 

(g r a::e) is su ff iciently safeguarded ; from the pe r s pec t i ve o f some Roman 

Catholics , a conce rn i s expr essed t hat the sac ramental nature of the chur ch , 

as an e ffecti ve ins t rument in God' s saving a c tion , be adequately mai nta ined 

in Angli can t each i ng a nd pra c ti ce . 

These concerns , a l t hough exist ing i n t he presen t , originate in pas t 

controversies , themselves rooted in the Reformation. At that time one 

side placed the emphasis on the total inab i l ity of human beings to 
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contribute to their salvation and the savi ng action of God alone in 

Jesus Christ , while t he othe r side emphasized good works perf or med by 

believers and the mediating role of the church in their salvation . 

These controversies found their focus i n t he b iblical concept of 

"justification by faith ." 

We are aware of the fac t that the b iblical image of justification 

is only one way to express the mystery of God ' s relationsh ip to humankind 

in Christ Jesus. The mystery of God and his work transcends all human 

means of expression; thus we find in the Bib le a number of images and 

metaphors witnessing to God's saving action i n the world through the 

life, death, a nd resurrec tion of Jes us Christ. 

Among such images and metaphors the language of r econc iliation, 

forg ivenes i , and expiation stresses the restora t ion of broken r elation

ships {e.g. 2 Cor. 5 :18 ; Eph. 2:13-18; 4:32; Romans 3:25 ); that of 

adop tion , our r estoration as childr e n of God, made and r ene~ ed i n hi s 

image (e . g . Rom. 8: 15- 17 , 23 , 29); tha t o f regene r ation or r eb i r th , 

a work of recreat ion a nd t he beginn i ng of new life {e . g . l Pet . 1: 23) . 

The language of new cr eation s peaks o f r adi ca l renewal (e . g . 2 Cor. 5 :1 7 ) ; 

tha t of r edempt ion or liberation , of res c ue from bondage a nd freedom 

bought for a pr i ce (e.g. Eph. 1:7; l Pet . l:18f ) ; tha t of jus t i fi ca ti on , 

of a new s tanding in the eyes of God ( e . g . Rom. 5 :1; 1 Cor . 6 : 11) . The 

languag e of sanc tifi cation underlines the f a c t t hat Gud has made us 

hi s own and call s us to holi ness of life {e . g . John ] 7 : 17 ; 1 Cor . 3 :17 ; 

6 : 11); wh i le passages wh i ch s peak o f t he givl nc of the Sp i r it tell 11 s 

t hat God, i n c l a iming us for hi s own, ha s gi ven us o s ha r e in hi s own 

life (e.g . Rom . 5:5 ; 8:9-11; 1 Cor. 12 : 13 ; Ga l. 3 : . ; Eph . 1:14 ) . 

Turning to concerns about the c hurc h ' s rol e i n s n ' votion, t he point 



I 
• 

• 

• 

• 

8. 

- 3 -

to be made is that the church is not merely associated with Christ, 

but is his body; thus it is both called and enabled through the Spirit to 

fulfil its task of proclaiming the good news as well as making availabl e 

the means of salvati on. By God's grace the church has the ability 

to offer to the faithful what is necessary to be the pilgrim people of God. 

We are aware that the issues raised by the relationship between 

salvation, the Chr i sti an, and the church have to be seen in the wi der 

context of the history of God's grac ious deal i ngs wi th humankind, begin

ning with hi s first good creation and finding i ts fulf i lmen t i n a new 

heaven and a new earth. We will, however, concentrate only on thos e 

aspec ts of the t heme wh i ch are espec ially relevant for the agreement i n 

faith nece s s a r y for Anglican/ Roman Catholic r econc i liation . 
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