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• GROUP 3 

1. The doc trines of salvation and the Church can be understood only in 

the context of the mystery of the eternal love of God for humanity. God 

created us i n order to make us partakers in his nature, h is sons and daughters 

i n the i mage of his Son. It is only i n God's love for humanity that the 

mystery of hi s own trini tarian love is revealed. 

2 . In establishing a communion of human beings with himself and with one 

another in Chri st through the Holy Spirit, God draws human beings i nto his own 

trin i tarian l i f e . It i s a communion of human beings who are otherwise 

estranged from God and from one another. When ind ividuals are called to 

membersh i p of this Koinonia, it is not only for the i r own sake but also for 

the sake of all humani ty. 

3 . The New Testament contains many i mages r epresent ing t h is inexpress i ble 

mystery of God ' s saving love. Among t hem the language of r econc ili a tion, 

forgiveness and expiation stresses the r estoration of broken r e l a tionshi ps 

(e.g . 2 Cor . 5 : 18; Eph. 2 :13-18 ; 4: 32 ; Rom. 3: 24- 25) ; tha t of adopt i on, ou r 

• r estor ation as ch i ldren of God, made and r enewed 1n hi s image (e . g . Rom. 8 : 15-17, 

23 , 29) ; tha t of r egeneration or r ebirth , a work of recrea t i on and the begin-

• 

n i ng of new li f e (e.g. l Pet . 1: 23) . The language of ne w creati on speaks of 

r a dical renewal ( e .g. 2 Cor. 5 : 17); that of redemption or l i be rat i on, of r escue 

from bondage so as to become God' s own possession, a nd of freedom bought for a 

pri ce ( e .g . Eph. 1: 7; 1 Pet. l:18f, 2:9); that of justification , of r emova l of 

condemnation and of a new standing i n the eyes of God ( e . g . Rom. 5 : 1; l Cor . 6 :1 1). 

The language of sanc t ifica t ion underlines t he f ac t t hat God hns mud e us h is ov. n 

and calls us t o holiness of life (e . g . John 17:17 ; l Cor . 3 :1 7 ; 6:11 ) ; wh i le: 

passages 't.'hi ch s peak of t he givi ng of the Spirit tell us that God, in claimi ng 

us for h is own , has g i ven us n s hare in hi s own life (e. g . Rom . 5 : 5 ; 8 :9- 11; 
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l Cor. 12 : 13; Gal . 3:2; Eph. 1:14) . Finally the language of salvation 

(soteria) has the wi de connota t ion of deliverance of human beings from evi l 

and the i r r estor ati on to what God wants them to b e (Lk . 1:77 ; Jn. 3:17) . 

These and other terms which are employed in Scripture , both of the people of 

God and of the i ndividual, complement one another i n expressing various aspec t s 

of God' s work of salvat ion which is one and indivisible. 

4. All human beings stand i n need of salvation and forg iveness , wh ich can 

• come only from God. Their entire hope r ests on God' s i ncarnate Son and on 

the Gospel of God ' s freely given and mer ci ful acti on i n Him . In describ i ng 

• 

• 

th is merc iful action we use the l anguage of grace. Grace is not to be conceived 

as a thing or substance . Pr i marily it is used to char ac terize God' s saving 

ac ti on as a free gi ft and totally undeser ved on our part . Seconda rily i t 

refers to what , in this saving ac tion , God bestows : the Holy Spirit a nd the 

gifts of t he Sp i r it . The power to r espond to God ' s saving ac tion is itself a 

g i ft of grace . Thi s r e sponse is neverthe less o tru l y human and f r ee r esponse . 

We a r e not pass i ve under God ' s grace . 

5 . God ' s gr ac i ous ac tion i n Christ is conveyed to us by the Gos pel . Our 

God- g iven response to the Gospel i s faith. By foith ~e appropriate the effec t s 

of Chri s t ' s savi ng action on our behal f . This faith , express ed in t he recept ion 

of bap ti sm, un ites be l ievers 1.-ith Christ and makes them membe r s of Christ ' s 

body. fn 1t h is sus tained a nd deepened by the l ife of t he euchoristic community . 

Faith i c t he obed ien t a Gsen t by whi ch human bei ngs offer up to God the i r whole 

s elf , in te llec t , f ee l i ng and wi ll . Faith is not to be i den tified wi th me r e ly 

i nte ll ec LJo l a s sent to c r edo! propos itions , though i t i nc ludes i ntellectua l 

as r ent t o such propoet tions . Fa i th i s a s ure confidence in God ' s me r cy and i n 

the effi co:y of Chr i s t ' s cov ing work on beha l f of each ( 'I l ive by fa i t h i n the 

Son of God ~ho loved me a nd gave hims elf for me ' : Ga l. 2 : 20 ), but i s not at a ll 
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a presumptuous confidence which removes the necessity of working out one's 

salvation in fear and trembling. Faith is inseparable from hope and love and 

issues in good works which are pleasing to God (cf. Eph. 2:8-10). 

6. The Scriptural i mages we have spoken of in para. 3 combine two contrast

ing but complementary aspects of God's saving love : the once-for-all and the 

continuing proc ess . Thus Scripture speaks both of God's eternal will, r ealised 

i n the once-for-all Pascha l event, and of h is abiding presence and action 

through the Holy Sp i r it in the Church; both of God's dec is i ve act of reconciling 

each s i nner and of his continuing gift of grace ; both of God' s saving a cti on 

and of our r esponse; both of our initial response to the Gospel and of our 

cont i nuing life and growth i n grace. Th i s last i nstance i s reflected in the 

relation between bapti sm, which is the unrepeatable 'sac rament of justi fi cation ' 

(St . Augustine , Sermon 152.3) and of i ncorporation into the Church, and the 

euchar ist, which is the r epeated sacrament by which the l i fe of the body of 

Chri s t i s deepened . 

7. Many examples can be given of the polarity of the b i b li cal language of 

sa l vation. Thus St . Paul , using the metaphor of putting on clothing , speaks of 

hi s hearers a s men and women who hav e put off t he old nature and put on the 

new humanity, and at the same t i me s peaks of a nature ';.•h ich 1s be ing rene.,.·ed , 

telling them to put on t he qual i ties wh ich belong to th is ne.,., human ity , such as 

compassion and the peace of Chr ist (Col. 3 :10-13) . Again, sanc tification on 

t he one hand deno tes c onsec r ation to God and i s associated with the moment of 

baptism (1 Cor. 7:11); on the othe r hand i t denotes constant r e - appropriation 

of this c ons ecrat ion by holiness of life ( l Pet . 1 :15-16 ) . Yet again, while 

we a r e said to be already saved (Eph. 2 :8), we or e a l so told t o work out our 

salvation (Ph i l. 2 :12 ). 
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8 . The i mage of justification r efers to salvati on primari ly under the aspec t 

of God' s once-for-all ac tion in dec laring that we a re forg i ven and a ccepted 

and that through the blood of Christ no barriers exist between God and oursel ves 

(Rom. 5 :1, 9). However, thi s i mage is inherently linked wi th complementary 

images which express the process by whi ch God' s dec laration ach i eves i ts ful l 

effect in human lives : God's grace effects what it declares . For example , 

Paul speaks of a humanity r enewed a nd of the trans forma tion of the Chr is t ian ' s 

mind Col. 3:10; Rom. 12:2). 

9. Mi sunderstand i ngs have occur r ed i n t he pas t• through the d 1sso: ia t i on of 

justification from the complementary terms, notab l y 11,hen an unreal d i sun: tion 

i s drawn between j ustif1cat1on and sanctification. Th is mi sunders tand i ng has 

been compounded when the act of justificat i on has been seen not so mu:h as God' s 

decision to justify the ungodly as the beginning of o te□pora l pro~ess cont i nued 

by sanct1f1cati on. 

10 . Beyond the misunde r s tand i ngs "'h ich may a r ise fron these t...-o enphas es " e 

may recognize con:erns \l. hi ch have o l ast ine importance fo r t he believ1ng 

• commun i ty. To s peav. of God ' s once- for-all dc: l ora t i on ploccs the be l iever i n 

r everen: e before the myste ry of God ' s ete r na l and free de: 1s 1on on our behalf . 

To speak of the e f f ec ts of God ' s gra ce i n hum::m l i ves r eminds us tha t God ' s 

plan , :,c lneved throu gh th!': I nca r nation of t he e t ernal Son , restores and m:ikea 

• 

God ' s own al l that is aut henti c i n human ex io tencc . Our d1 c:usc t ons lead us to 

r e cogn i ze not on ly that t hes e t wo emphocea ore compat i bl e bu t ol oo thut they ore 

bot h , nportan t for the fu l ne oo of Chriotion fol th . 

• FuOTrL n: . l n ti 1c c l x Leen Lh c en tury d I oc uoo l on o f Lhcoo l oouco 1,ino conf uced 

by o m.~unde r oLond i nc brtwocn Proteo t anto , who fo ll owed the Ne ... Tes tamen t in 

r c-fcr r, ng j us l 1f 1c ,1t 1on (d l ka loo l o ) pr i marily to t he oc t or oalvation , a nd 
Cutho l1 co , who f o] lo~cd medi eval uooge in r e fe rri ng j uo t l f icnt i on (J un l i f i cotlo) 
a l s o t o t he procesc . 
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11. The l anguage of me r it o.nd r eword has caused d ifficulty a nd mi sunde r

stand i ng i n the past , b ecause it has been thought to imply that huma n be ings 

are the authors of their own s alvation . Neithe r of our two churches has ever 

h eld that justification itself is anythi ng but a g i ft. Eve n the ve ry fi r st 

movements of the soul, such as r epentance and the desi re for forgiveness , 

..,,h 1ch lead to jus tifi cation , are God's work in us touching our heart by the 

ill umi nation of the Holy Spiri t . ' What have you that you d i d no t r ece ive? ' 

( l Cor . 4: 7) . On the other hand, Sc r i p tur e speaks of the good works of the 

j ustified performed in grac e as recogn ized by God, the righteous j udge 

(Mt . 25: 14- 46 ; 2 Tim. 4: 6 ) . The New Testament also sees that eterna l l ife is 

the consequence of faith whil e judgement i s the consequence of unbel i ef 

( J n . 3: 18 ; !:> : 24) . 

12 . The e ternal r eward promised to the righteous is i t self o g i f t , d epending 

who l l y on God ' s grac e . I t is only with thi s unde r standing t h at follo..,i ng 

St . Augus tine we can s peak of t he bel iever ' s merits : 'Whe n God c ro..,ns our 

merits 1t 1s h is own g i fts t ha t he c rowns ' (Ep . 194 . 5) . Wh ile h e is t rue to 

• hi s promise to ' render to ever yone accord i ng to h is .., orks ' (Rom . 2:6) , whe n 

.., e have done all t hat 1s commanded we must still say , ' We o re unprofitab le 

serva nts , we have only done our d uty ' ( Lk. 17: 10) . 

• 
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