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CHURCH and SALVATION 

1. Church and salvation cannot be rightly understood except within the context 

of the mystery of the love of God for humanity. God's purpose is to draw humanity 

into a relationship with himself so as to share together i n his life . This 

creates a communion in Christ through the Holy Spirit of those who would other

.,..ise be estranged from God and from one another . 

2. Our two chur ches are in agreement on the absolute initiative of God i n 

salvation and on this theocentric view of the chur ch. We have never doubted our 

common conviction that the church is the fruit of salvation. Yet we have not been 

of one mind in our understanding of the role of the church as steward of salvation. 

Our d ifficulties stem from the cruc ial issue of the r elat i onship between the 

~ranscendence of God's grac e and human responsi bility i n salvation . 

3 . Th i s s alvat ion i s God ' s free g i ft, offered to all humank i nd. Its once-for-all 

compl e t i on i n t he savi ng work of Chr i st , on which •·e a ll agree , and its cont i nuing 

ac tual i sat ion 1n the l i f e of the church toge ther cons t i t ute t he free gift of God . 

God' s grac e encompasses the Chur ch' s ab i l i ty to nourish the new l i fe g i ven by the 

Sp i r i t a s wel l a s to proclaim the gospel. The s a lvation gra t uitously offe red in 

Christ i nvolves the r es t orati on of the image of God in man ••,h i ch was marred by 

the f a l l . To be cr eated i n the i mage of God is to be placed i n a spec ial r elation

shi p with t he Creator and cons equently to be given t he res pons i b i lity of s t eward

s h i p over t he r e s t of c r ea t i on . In the new crea tion, howeve r, the spec ial 

relat i onshi p i o no1;. a n adop ti on i nto the family of God for everyone who has faith 

and is ba1 : i scd: t h i s new humanity i s the new I s rae l, the Bri de of Christ , the 

t empl e of ,-;od , the body of Chri s t , a royal pries thood. Together with its privilege 

• and d i gn ity t he Church i s g i ven the r e s pons ibility to produce the good works of 

the l i f e g i ven by the Sp i r J L (Eph. 2 :10): its duty i s to proclaim the good news 
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of salvation and to provide what is needful for believers to remain faithful to 

Christ . 

4. Faithful transmission of the gospel involves more than mere repetiti on of • 

the apostolic message . The manner in which the Christian community lives its 

faith affects the credibility of what it proclaims , for it is within the Church 

that the Holy Spirit g ives and nurtures the new life so that the gospel bec omes a 

manifest reality . It is also through the power of the Holy Spi rit that the Church 

• proclaims to the world that God was in Christ r econciling the world to hims elf 

(2 Cor. 5:19). In this way the Church is called to share i n God's work. Such 

cooperation in no way detracts from the sovereign work and grace of God . This is 

what is meant by the i nstrumentality of the Church. 

The Church as Sign 

5 . Since God's purpose i s that we s hould all be conformed to the image of hi s 

Son (Rom . 8:29), the Church's vocation is to devote itself t o the a chievemen t of 

that goal, t hus r evealing and embodying the redempt ive power contai ned within the 

Gos pel. What Christ ach ieved through hi s c r oss and r esurrection is c ommunicated 

• by the Holy Spiri t in the l ife of the Church (Rom. 8:1-4 ). In th is way the Chur ch 

becomes a sign to the world both of God's grac ious purpose for h is cr eation and of 

t he possib i lity of thi s being r ea l i sed even for sinful humanity. It has to follow 

the way of Jes us, at the same t i me the divine i mage and the Sufferi ng Servant, who 

had to be made p erfe c t by s uffering a nd so become t he Lord of all c r eat i on (Heb. 1:3; 

2 : 10; Phil . 2:8-11). In the opposi tion and pe r s ecut ion it exper iences and in 

• 

i t s c ons t ant s trugg l es wi th si n and ito own wenkne os , t he Church i s o living 

r emi nder and wi tneos t hat i n hio compoos ion God chooc the way of the Cr oss t o 

save the world . 
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The Church as Steward 

6. From the beginning the people of God hove bee n call e d t o 

be a servant people . So the Church a o a who le i o c a l led 

to se rve and given a r esponsibility of stewardshi p . Th is 

i ncludes both the f a ithful proclamation of th~ Gos pel and the 

provison of what is needed for perseverance in the f ait h and 

growth in holiness , of which the source is a l wa ys t he Spi r it 

of the Lord J esus Christ. The Church ha s no au t ho r i t y over 

the essential content of the Gospel of God nor has i t any 

power of itself over it s effec t in the hea rt. Howe v~ r . t he 

manner in which the word i s preached , taught and de~ons t r a t ed 

in the Church's life is c ruci a l . I ts prcs~n t at i on by t he 

Church must vary from age to age i n di f f e r ent cultur t's . ~~at 

the Churc h a lso does i n nu r uring and st r e ngthcn1nG the spirit

given life through its s ac r ament a l , pastor al and c 1ss 1o nar y 

act ivities can onl y be carriC'd ou t e f f ectivel y through th~ powC'r 

of the Holy Spirit. In t h is way t he Chur ch is the Slrvant of 

God' s design . 

The Churc h - cal l C'd tL, shn rc :n God ' s •.:.:-rk 

7. Al l the di s tinc tive ac t ivitie s of t h l· t'hur~ h d~, ,; ~• rv.1,t 

of God ' s design s pr i ng fr om wh a t thl· Church tc; ,dr\.: .1d v 

e xperie nc ing an the communit y o ( peop le· Tl·dnr.:t'J h y c,,d' -; 

g r ace . The Churc h i s cu l led t0 be u ltvtn, ~'-"Sl''-1 , l'\ anhlllsed 

a nd c:-voniw l isi ng , rL·conci l l' d L111d n• ... '('n ... · l l 1 1 , f , dt h ,·r, ,~ tl"'f.t: thl•r 

a nd ga the r i ng o thP r o . l n I L-4 n!n i s t rv ! l" 11
, \,.'"'ri d th' Church 

scc.:ks t o 1, h a r l' tlw r, r rH· <· h v whi ch It!,,,.; !"\ 1. t, l'-• (' rt· .1 tt·Ll und 

s u s t ained . 'Jhu n th l' Chur ch t1s l lv1nr gn •,p, 1 lt. 111'"1.ip :n..i!,lt 

f r om th<: Churc h :rn n t cw,ird of t h v C01-ip1. 1. 



• 

• 

• 

-4-

8. The New Testament contains many images and concepts 

representing tris gospel of salvation. They all concern at 
the same time both the Church as a whole and its individual 

members. Among them the language of reconciliation, 

forgiveness and expiation strespes the restoration of broken 

1 E_ph. 2 :l3 -l 8 •;, 3 24 25) that re ationships (E.g. 2 Cor. 5:18·/ 4:32; KOm. : - ; 

of adoption, our restoration as children of God, made and 

renewed in his image (e.g . Rom. 8:15- 17, 23, 29); that of 

regeneration or rebirth, a work of recreation and the beginning 

of new life (e.g. 1 Pet. 1:23). The language of new creation 

speaks of radical renewal (e.g. 2 Cor . 5:17); that of 

redemption or liberation, of rescue from bondage so as to 

become God's own possession, and of freedom bought for a 

price (e.g. Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. l:18f, 2:9); that of justification, 

of removal of condemnation and of a new standing in the eyes 

of God (e.g. Rom. 5:1; 1 Cor. 6:11). The concept of 

sancti fica tion underlines the fact that God h as made us his own 

and calls u s to holiness of life (e.g. John 17:17; 1 Cor. 3:17; 

6 : 11) . Fina ll y the key co~cept of salvation (soteria) has the 

wide conno t ation of deliverance of human beings from evil 

a nd the ir restoration to wha t God wants them to be (Lk. 1:77; 

Jn. 3 : 17). These and other terms which are employed in 

Scriptur e , both of the people of God and of the individal, 

complement one another in expressing various aspects 

of God ' s work of salvation which is one and indivisible. 

In f act the polemicsassociated with justification by faith 

a rose ma inly from the application of this Biblica l image to the 

sa l v a tion of individuals . 
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