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29th August, 1984 6.30 p.m . GROUP 3/4 ARCIC II 30/(! ) (84) . 

II. 1 Al l human beings stand in need of salvation and forgiveness , which 

can c ome only from God. The entire hope of the Christian rests on God's 

incarnate Son and on the Gospel of God's freely given and merc iful a c tion in 

Hi m. God' s grac ious action in Christ is proclaimed to us by the Gospel . Our 

God-given response to the Gospel is f a ith. By faith we accept the effects of 

Chri st' s saving a c tion on our beha lf . This faith, expressed in the reception 

of b aptism, unites bel iever s with Christ, makes them members o f Christ's body , 

a nd enables them to participate in the life of the Church . Faith is sustained 

and deepened by the life of the eucharistic c ommuni ty . Faith i s the obedient 

assent by which human be i ngs offer up to God thei r whole s elf , intellect , 

feeling a nd will. Fai th is not to b e identified with merely i ntellectual assent 

to c redal proposition s , though it i ncludes intellectual assent to such propo

sit i ons . Faith , expressed i n repenta nce, include s /is a sure confi dence i n God's 

me r cy and i n t h e efficacy of Christ ' s saving work on b ehalf of eac h ('I live by 

fa ith in the Son of God wh o loved me and gave himse lf for me ' : Gal. 2 : 20) . 

Faith is not at a ll a presumptuous confid e nce wh ich r emoves the necessity of 

work i ng out on e ' s salvation in fear and trembling. Fai th is i n s eparab le from 

hope and l ove and issues i n good works which a r e pleasing to God ( c f. Eph. 2 :8-10). 

II. 2 In d escr i bing thi s me r c iful a c tion we use the l a nguage of grace . 

Grac e is not to b e concei ved as a t hing or s ubs tance . Grace refers to God ' s 

saving ac tion as a f r ee gift wh i c h i s totally u ndeserved on our part . Grace a l so 

refer s to wha t , i n thi s saving a c tion , God bestows: viz. the Holy Spirit who 

dwells within us and c onfers on UG h i s gifts. By grace we b ecome son s a nd 

daughte r s of God . The power to r espond to God' s saving action is itself a gift 

of grac e . Th is response is neverth e l ess a truly huma n a nd free response. We 

f a r e not p assive unde r God' s grace . 
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II. 3 The Scriptural images we have spoken of in paragraph 3 combine two 

contrasting but complementary aspects of God's saving love: that which is once 

for al l and the continuing process . Thus Scripture speaks both of God's eternal 

will , real ised in the once-for-all Paschal event, and of his abiding presence 

and action through the Holy Spirit in the Church; both of God's decisive act 

of reconciling each sinner and of his continui ng gift of grace; both of God's 

saving a c t in Christ and of our continuing response ; both of our initial response 

to the Gospel and of our continui ng life and growth in grace . This last i nstance 

• is reflec ted in the r e l a tion be tween baptism, wh i ch is the unrepeatable ' sacrament 

of just ifi cati on' {St . Augustine, Sermon 152.3) and of i ncorporation into the 

Church, and the eucharist, which is the repeated sacrament by wh ich the life of 

the body of Christ i s nourished. 

• 
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II . 4 Many examples can be given of the polarity of the bibl ical l anguage of 

salvation . Thus St . Pau l, using the me taphor of put t i ng on clothing , s peaks of 

his hear er s a s men and women who have put off the o l d na ture and pu t on t h e new 

humanity , and at t he same t i me s peaks of a nature whi ch is being r enewed , telling 

t hem to put on the qua l i ti es wh ich belong t o thi s new humanity , such as c ompassion 

and the peace of Chr ist (Col. 3 :10-13) . Again , sanctification on the one hand 

denotes consecr ati on to God and is ass ocia ted w1th the moment of baptism 

(1 Cor. 6:11) ; on the other hand i t denotes cons t ant r e- appropriati on of thi s 

consecr ation by holiness of life (1 Pet . 1:1 5- 16 ). Yet agai n , wh i l e we are said 

t o be already saved (Eph. 2 : 8 ), we ar e also t old to work out our sa l va tion (Phil. 2 ; 1; 

II. 5 Misunders t and i ngs have occurred 1n th< pas L• through the di ssociation 

of jus tifi cation from the compl ementa ry tcrmn , r,0Lobly wh en on unrea l d istinc tion 

*FOOTNOTE. In t he sixteent h cen tu ry d iscuosion of these isnues wa s confused by 
a misunder s t anding be tween Protestants , who fol l owed t he NT i n referr i ng j usti
ficati on {d i kaiosis) primarily to t he ac t of s~lvation, and Catholics , who 
followed medieval usage in r e fe rri ng justi fi ca tion {j unt ificatio ) a l s o to t he 

process . 
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i s drawn beh'een justificati on and sanc tification. This misunderstanding has 

been compounded when the a c t of jus t i f i cation has been seen not so much as God's 

decis i on to j us tify the ungodly as the beginning of a temporal process continued 

by sanc tificat ion . 

II. 6 The term J usti fi cation speaks of a divine dec laration of acquittal. 

God declares that we are forgiven and accepted, and that through the blood of 

Chri s t we are reconc iled with God (Rom . 5:1,9 ) . This dec laration is not so 

r i g i dly f orensic as to be impersonal , nor divorced from Christian life in the 

Spiri t . For t he remiss i on of s i ns i s al s o a renewal, a rebirth to newness of 

life. Th i s ne,,., l i f e begi ns from the moment the believer r eceives the forgiveness 

of sins , and t o t ha t f orgi veness he contributes only the wi ll (or willingness) 

t o be de l ivered. The cu lmi nat i on of the process of sanc tifica tion is salvation; 

that is the maki ng i n the believer of that r i ghteous ness and hol i ness without 

which no man may see t he Lord. Our entire hope of jus t ificat i on and salvation 

res t s on Christ Jes us and on the gospe l of God' s gra t u itous a nd mer c iful action 

i n h i m. The prer equ i s i t e of f i na l salvat i on i s righte ousness , wh ich is both a 

judgement made by God i n f avour of t he sinner decl a r i ng h i m r ighteous , and at 

the s ame t i me a gift wh ich God bes t ows on hi m making h i m r ighteous . God' s judge 

ment i s t herefore not t o be seen as a mer e l egal fi c tion: God ' s gra ce effec t s 

what he decl a r es . 

I I. 7 The l onguage of meri t and r eward ha s caus ed diff i cul ty and misunder-

stand i ng in the past , because it has been thought to i mply t ha t human be ings ore 

t he author s of t he i r own salvation. Ne i ther of our t wo churche s has ever held 

tha t j ustificat iLn itsel f i s any t hi ng bu t a gift. Even the very f i r s t movements , 

s uch as r epen tan:• and t he desi r e f or f org iveness , whi ch l ead to j us tifica tion, 

are God ' s ~ork in us t ouch i ng our heart by the illumina t i on of the Holy Spirit . 

'What have you that you did not r ece ive? ' (1 Cor . 4:7). On the other hand, 
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:cr1ptvrc ~pe~~• of the &ood works of the Jus tifi ed performed i n grace as 

rt ' '-VJ1Zc1 by~ . U-,e dgh"eQJs judge (Mt . 25:14-46; 2 Tim . 4 : 6 ) , 

ll. 8 The e~el'"l'Ull re~ard proclsed to the r ighteous is i tself a g ift , depend i ~g 

wholly ~n c.vd'o gra: e . It 1s only wi th th is understanding th~t following 

~• . Auei,iat i ne we can Gpeak of the believer' s merits: 'Whe n God c rowns our merits 

it i ~ h l s own alfta that he cro-.-ns ' (Ep . 194. 5) . Wh ile he i s true t o hi s promise 

t o 'rend~r t o e vtryone a :cord1ng to his works ' (Rom . 2 :6 ) , when we have don e all 

• tha t 1ij coN\allded we muGt sti l l say , ' We are unprofitab le ser vants , we have only 

dont our duty' . ( Lk. 17 : 10 ) . 
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l l. 9 Thus the believer cannot rely on hi s good works as though these were 

not ~nt i r ely the fl"'\Jlt of God ' s grace , or boast of h is own merits as though he 

•~•t not s t i ll 1n need of mercy . S1n no longer re i gns in one who is jus t ified , 

ye t he: rem:ain: l i ab le t o sinful 1nc l1nat1ons , con tinues to fall repeatedly , and 

l!Uij e\tn depa r t f r om the gra: e God has given . The Chris t ian , even though he 

a t1 voly pa.rt ! c 1p:H.es 1n the 1 i fe and worshi p of the Church , may never presume 

on t he g i rt of f 1nal pe r severance , yet he should l ive hiG life with a sur e con

f l d t:n ::- e ~n God and w. th the f1n:i hope that God will br ing him to f i nal salvat ion . 

II. 10 w.., ha:e spok en of God' s once-for- all de: larati on that a person is 

r ! ghteo~s . We have spoken a lso of the effec ts of God ' s grace i n human l ives . 

These n. o s a.y!ngs _n che pa.st hsve of ten been held to be contrad ictory. We have 

tr1ed t o sho~ uiat they are not only COl:lpati ble bu t both are i nd ispensable for 

•_he t ulness of Chr-stlan fa i th. The fi r st statecent p laces the believer i n 

r e .·eren : e befor e t h e cys tery of God' s eterna l and f r ee dec ision on ou r behalf; 

,h~ ce: ond rer1nds LS that God's plan , a : hieved through the Incarnation o f t he 

. tc-rnal 5on , restor es and .cakes God ' s mm a ll that 1s authent i c i n human ex istence . 

r11, .1e-ry fo : t thu~ t hes e pos i t1ons 1ote r e held with s uch passion i nd icates thei r 
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lasting i mportanc e for the understandi ng of the Christian faith and the living 

of t he Christ i an l ife. 

II. 11 That faith cannot be held with cons i stency and that life cannot be 

l ived with au thenticity without convict i on both of God's forgiveness and human 

need of t ha t forgiveness , a sens e of accepta nc e by God, incorporati on into a 

Divine ly ordained commun i t y and an awa r eness of God' s love freely g i ven and 

j oyfu lly rece ived . If these i s s ues were the cause of d ivisi on in the past , our 

• r e flection on t hem has enabled us t o become more deeply awar e of thei r eternal 

significance . Th i s applies a l so to our mutual understa nding of the role of the 
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Chur ch. To s how i n what "''ay the Church of Jes us Christ is a sign or 

i ns trument of God' s saving a ction i n the world helps us to under s tand what we 

mean when we say 'I believe i n the Holy Cathol ic Chur ch ' . To s how t hat the 

Church is not only the Sign but al so the Stewa rd of God' s gi fts he l ps u s to 

apprecia t e t he responsib ility of all Christians to s pread t he word of God and 

to give witness to Christ i n t he world of today . For i f t he Sign is to b e t r uly 

effec tive , if the s t ewa rds hi p is to be t r uly faithful , t he n Chri s t' s will that 

the Chur ch should be united is c r ucial . For ou r t,,.,o churc hes , gro..,·t h towards 

un ity is not for our own sakes but " so that t he wor ld may bel i eve that it w:.is 

God who sent me" . 
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