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The walvation of Unbelievers.

whern yreorle hear th: Church'e tezchnin; sbout the necessity of faith for
ezlvtion they oftiecr expresc a concerr. for thore wio huve never henrd the
€o8r_el pre ched av., tiecrefore, csnﬁot gsrent to it. They think we are
6~yin: th.t such people are lost. Jec)le are often concermed also for their
owr. relatives anil friends whio ere not believers. Wnile it nay well be tirue
th:-t so.e of there may n.ve clored their heirts to God's gr-ce, we cannot
scy thot this is necesseri.y Bc ir 211 cases, neither does the Catholic
Church teach that unbelievrrs canriot be s.ved. Ihe followin;/ text fron
the Do, .olic Constitution or. the Church (Luren GCentium) of ihe Second
Veticar. Council refer- to this juestion:

I'nose wno, throu h no fault of t.eir owr, do nol <now.the gospel

of Chrirt or ais Crurch, but who nevertneles  scei: Go: with a sincere
hezrt, and, moveé oy grece, try in treir actions to do his will as
they know it throu h tne dictates of thcir conscience - those too may
zciieve eter..z]l Balv.-tion, Lor shzll divine provilence deny the
gssistance necessary for szlvetion to those who, without any fault
of theirg, hove not yet arrived at an explicit knowlei-e of God and
who, not without grace, stirivec lo 1lcod a ool life. Wh tever good or
truth is found enon si the. is corsidered by the Church to be a
prepzration for tho Uospel and civen by niw wic enlightens all men
so thzt tiney 1oy at len-th have 1lifec. (15 16)

1'ne 1'wstor:] Corstitution on the Church inthe ' plern World s-id so-ethinp

sirilar:

Al t is holds true rot only for Christians bat also for 21l men

of (003 will in who e hezits ¢rice is active invisibiy. For since
Christ ujed fnr*q';l..l, and s{nce all ne. ore ir foct crl.ed to the

one and the sa-me déetiny, wnich ia divine, we nust hold that the Holy
Spirit offers to all the poscitility of being made pzrtners, in a wvay
¥nown to Cod, in thd;:.aechnl mystery. (U5 2¢).

. It 18 not suc;ested thet anyone can be saved apart frcv the price of



Go2 war by the erite of Chrict's e~>vin_ deaitr and resurr cijor.,
Yor is 44 implied th:t ayone can re' 1 content in §~orance o Goi,
‘the Leciar ticn o Religious igberty nzkcs this plein:

1t i5 44 accordirce witn t:edr dipy ity as rersenr,,.that 2l) 'en
chould be 2t crce d:pelie: by nature a'.i alee boan: by a nor-1l
obli_ ztion to see: the truth. (¥ ¢).

11 seens to re thet our silstenert swcvi1i hove g2 etning to 525 o
tnis 1cjic. Sirce the wnele text i scl};’r. er. eccleciul frasewcr™ il is
.ot eze. to now wiere one weul? rutl thdis roteric), 1 su; est teni-ztively
th~t 4t ri-ht be ;laced after 25 of the . Leshe droft auior: ot.er

individucl torics,

whzt sn50uls tne sectiorn contnint 1 sup est the followin~:

I, It i ht v¢ helrnful to dictin uvich between feidk and reli.dous
belie’r. lotosy ¢ 1 b sased without f=ith. ™t ore is o 1y oblifeld to
believe the gospel wbk. ore has heord it procleine’ 215 is couviitce?! of
i1tz trutlh, Such beiief ie i-poccille without foith, tut faith witnout
docirinzl content i5 not isnossitle, The di’f".'airc':‘l:]ty about this dictirnction

He ”
betweer fzith ani religious belief ics thzt ? is %u'.tradition_al anj our

own text presunes thzl fsitn is 2 response to the proclamution of the
Cosyel. A

2. 1t 2y elcc be necess.ry to say sonetiing atrutl the traditiens
doctrine th.i there ic no e2lvaiion cutside the Church., 1 doubi 17 we
v.ant to gel irnvolved in a diicaccion of enonyncus Christiiniiy, but 1
czn .ol see how we czx: alto etn r aveid a discussior. of th rel:ticnshig
of fuitk and Cuurch e .bership,

3. Ve shoulf,;als'o 5 y thzt everyone hus an obiipation to sezich for the
truth end the Churc}i'l'm obli_':..-tior: to preach end teach it.

With this ir. wind 1 have composed a tentative text. 1 am sure it neess
radical revieien, Wt it may nive others somethin: to fet their teeth
into. Of course, it ndignt not be woreed thal we should cover this topic,
thouch I would Aargue sirenuously that we should,



The 53y tlor of Unibelievers,

oledy e co4 toe g )ootion andeter o] life without feith, This

doer ral fmpuy h L L'« y cunrot be givel whoe h ve eithey neve. hennd the

(er,el j3e.ched, o1 vieo, theu l t €y hove neurd of Corit'funitly, hme

nct h 4§t precertes and exjusineito the . in such ¢ w2y th 1, thrcu h

illu dniion, they cv e convincel of dte truth, We believe th:t
Cu. offcrc te everyone the jos: ibility of tein_ as «cicted with the

divine

ravir. wore of Chiiel, 1f they cere;t thir offer, mlbeit in a hidlen
viy, Lt they are Jurtified, althou h t ic is 80, everyuie doez have

& obli_ . tion to sees for the tratn eri Lo e:.ent Lo it vnen the, diccover
it, a.'the Churct nas o correcponiing obtligetien to presch and te ch

it,se thet pecple moy coie to o «w the "ol to whoi. they hove subiitied

in the inner sancilusry of their hexrts,

althou_r urbelie’/ 15 wno, Oy Jol's (r-ce, nave rcceivedthe gift
of faith zve not memuvers of th visibple Church, the;, pel.ng to Ch-rist
grnd ere rilcet—ed in a hidien way to his Cnurch, There is unly one Lord
i one Spirit, and He draws £l who receive ljr irnto unity. 1t 4s true
that there is nc szlvztian outside the Church, but thit does not meen thnct
those wno ure not vicicly wezpers of the Chuich ere totolly outside he:

life, Wherever Christ is, toere ic tic Cpurch.




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

