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Wher, r eor,le hear th• Chu: ch' c te~chinf e bout the r,ecessHy of f;,ith for 

Pelv r! ti on they ofter, ex;>re!'!: a concerr. for thoM• 1,1;,o h~,ve never he~.rd the 

E;ol!;-, ... e) pre cheo n?·,,,, ti,c:re~on, c:.nnot p ~ i er,t to 1 t. The:,- thjn~ we ore 

r.~yJn; th·,t r-uch peo,,)e are lost. Tet•J le ~re o'ten cor,cemei ;i}~o for thejr 

OW'!", relative:. an1 frjer,ds w!10 e.re f'lot bc-lievers. While it r..ay well be true 

tkt so· .. e of tr,e:-e rr.Jy h,ve clo~ed their he .. rts to Go:'l'e r.r·•ce, we cannot 

s~y thJt this is neces~2ri.y ec ir. all c~ses, neither does the Catholic 

Church teach th:,t wibelievru; ca'lr,ot be s .ve;l. J'he followir,j trxt fron 

• the llo1 :.otic Constitutio,. or, tr,E: ChoJrch (Lur,en Ge!'.ithur,) o~ the ~econj 

VLticar. CoWlcil refer.- to this question: 

• 

• 

'J'nose wn0, throu, ·h no fault of t ,ei r o•,m, do r,ot mo"· .the ros ;-e 1 

of Chri:-t or ,;iE c ,,urch, b·..it wht• r,cvertne-les · s~e!: Go : ""i th a sincere 

hec:rt, and, r.,cvec oy cr.:ce, try in tr,eir actions to do his wi 11 as 

they kno1, it throu. h the dictates of thdr coril"cience - th~~e too r.~y 

;:.cl,jeve eter. ,;,l ea1v .A.ion. ?:or sh211 d:vjne provj .?e:-,ce deny the 

assistance necesf.ary !or ealvation to those who, without any fault 

of theirf, h:ve not yet arrived at on exrlicit )cnowlel~e of Cod and 

vho, nC1t without fTjce, strive ~o lco-:! a ,·Cloj life. \lh tever eood or 

truth is found e.r:,on: st the . ie co, sidere:! by the Church to be a 

prer,aratio:i for tho t,;N1pel and i,. ive:1 ~- iih w 1c e:·,lir-hte:)f: ali men 

so th: t tr,ey •~~Y at len.:th have 11 fc. ll/.: 16) 

'J'nf: 1· .. stor:.l Constitutio:·, on the Church inthe : 0 je~n Wo:'ld s · id eo ·ethinc: 

si,J lar: 

AJ t is hold::; trJe r.ot only fc-r Chri s tians b..1t alto for all men 

of ;:oo.3 will fr; 1,:ho e he.:,t~ [Tl C f is active i r:visH,jy. For since 

Christ oje;J for-Qll, arr:l ~ince all r-.c1. ore ir. f .:.ct c;;Lc.d to thr: . . . . 
one a."ld the s:i.-:ne deft~r,y, wnich iA divine, we nruet hold trot the Holy 

Spirit offers to all the posc1bility of be1nt ma.de p~rtner~, in a way 

kno.,.'ll to Co.i, ir, thtf.>al!chal V!O'Otery. lt:~ U) • 

It ie not euc.:.ested that anyone cnr, be eov&l apa:rt. fro- the ~r;;ce of 



/ 
( 
• 

Go~ v ,•!", by t 1 ,f' erit~ Clf Chrir.t'S f, .,vir, deatr. IL"l:i Tf'S;JTT cUor . • 

ror if: H ir.i;,!iei th:: t a:,.vo,,e C?J1 re· 1 ccmtrnt 1ri 1,·,cirnncr Cl'" Go·1. 

'l'he LPchr tier, c,1 , ~lir!ous i1herty 1:.::\:rn thin r)rdr, : 

lt 15 b P.c <: or.j :.r.c .: \:iti, :t :ieir oil , 5ty SI :-e!'u,nr ••• th;,t a)) • en 

thr,uld be et c.1 •ce 1, ,,eljeJ by m,tu1 e a•.; al!:c- t>o.ir. : t,y a ;,,or-l 

o bl l . ~ ti on to sec -: the. trutl,. (.!JP. , J • 

) t 6P(?'T,Z to !°Jf' tlt:.t OUT ri;t,. :-i£.1,t s · ,cu:d h~\·e F "... 1,-trd r.c to s c:. :,· O!'". 

• thic tci ~c. S!!,ce t:1e ,,fr,e,lr text if s cy:,. a!". eccler-.i;;l fr.?:;,n !c-r·~ jt, is 

1.ot e :.r to :r,c--..: "'· ,ere c,nc \.'1.•.J ; -~ : ut ti",1s r·:~t•·r i;-). J ErJ ; est tent~tivcly 

th·,t it rr.i.:ht be (!~ced nftpr 25 c-f the :, ·.e~t,eJ dr.-,rt, a·.,o,·: ot· ,er 

individu;,l to!' l ~s. 

• 

• 

whc:.t c :i~.Jb the secti:,r. cor,t ~,in': l eu,:- e~t the fol~owir,.-: 

I. lt J.i ht ; , . l,clr-~ul tc- dh:tir,. uir:h betweer. fcitr. :.r.~ n~i ~·fous 

beUe~. l .c,bc,dy c n h f- sa: e:i ,dthout f-:ith. •\lt 01.e is Cl' )y oblice:l to 

be] ~eve the ('.~•npel vl.t..·. or.e h~ he..ir.i it r,rocLdt-E 2 ~.: -:i if> co,,vi: .ce! of 

1tc. tr..ith. Such :.ie:icf it 1·-,;:>o::::H-1£: ,dthout foith, rut foith vHnout 

doctrfr1 .1l co:~te:11 i~ not i :-: ;,os:li l:.le. 'l'l,r di f!"iculty about this d!ttir,ction 
11-c.. w-.ti---;1 

betweer. fcHh an:i reli~iouE belief it th Jt. it is 'o.J,tradjtional an:3 our 
A 

0 v.-, text 1~resu-:,cs the: t f6i tn is a responsf to the pro:la:~ tion of the. 

Cos1.el. 

L'. lt ,.my .;_lvc be necess:. rJ to say so1,eti;ir.c a \r.,ut the tra:li tici·,ul 

5octrine th_ t tlwre io nc, E> 2lvation cutsioe the CnJrch. l doubt i!"' \IC' 

"' ;ant to t,et ir.vo!ve:3 in a d i:: cJ::: :·,ion of a:101.y11_.ur Chrict:i ;nity, wt 1 

cc.r, : C'i s ec hN-1 -..:e cc.J: alto. eti1 r avdd a cii s cus~ior. of t h. rel;: t i e:r,shi! 

of fai ti-. a.,o :::1.~rch ;:,e· .bersi1ip. 

}. \:le i:hou1421~0 6 y th~t everyone h:: s aJ. obiit;itior. to e e: 1 ch fo: the 

truth BJ;d tllf Church· en obli::.tior. .to preach end te1ch it. 
'· . . .. 

With thie ir. tllinrl I h,ve co:n,,osed a te.'1totive text. I 2-"• BUre 1 t nee::ie 

radical revifim, !-\it it rr.:?y .~ive others eo:r.ethin,:-, to ret their teeth 

into. Of course, it :i,16ht not be \l~ree3 th:?t we should cover this topic, 

thoil(;;h I would •rcue etre:,uously that we ehould. 



I 
• 

• 

• 

• 

: <' ' •"'dy c -· C C' "' t '- c l • ~ 1.ic,1, :u,:! f 1 l' l. l l l f e wHt,nu t I t ith . Thin 

d <•l! t , \ h J . y P · t 1.-oe y c .nr,o t hf> ~ .v~ i v ht h vc eit h~, r,cvc . hc"' >'U the 

(C ' ,~ l I J l r hf' • c J -.. 1,0 , _t h<''J, l t IC ) h \ f nr.. rJ of C11r,t ' 1~11 ty , h:n l' 

ne t h -" l t. , 1~•-f!r t t- 1 ar - u:, u>1,e•H .o P i<. 1r, S.Jch c ..,,-_y th 1, t hn u h 

d l -'l"' i llu 11 ... dch , t he , c ,c, tJt coi ,vinc e: o f 1te t ru t h • ..,t- be~i evc- th : t 

C<J ... cf!<r :::. t.c- f!V <. T/c..~, t t ~u· 1.os: 1Ml it._-· c•f l ,f>! n ~ as c,cj r, t f'd v i t h th..-

, i,, 1, w 1 ,. of C"l i r 1 . lf thty tc-re; t t hi r offer, aH-t>it jn a hi•J Jen 

... l )', \ 1(1 t hey &.TC jur tifiC'r\ . nlthou,_ I) t i( i s so, l'VC': l ·u.·ic- d c,e:. i ,c1VC 

v , oll1...,. ti ein to ece~ !or the t r.i t n er,.i to e : . t:n t t c, ! t ,men t ht:., o i ::c ov ~r 

i 't, ai , ' the- Churcr ,~ ::? corref. po~• H..n.:; o l.liL2 ti c-n t o JJrc. -,ch ro,r. t e ct, 

j t
1

fi o t h .. t ~e,.,le m.,J co;.,e t o ki <.w th~ ::ol t o who:. t 'icy h=.ve eub. .. itte1 

i ri t he i nner &a!,ct.uary of th£1r he ::rt~ • 

.. lthou _r ur,bclit1 1 •· 1s vno, oy ; o.1 1 s {,r · cf , n.'.i ✓ e r c:.eivej thf: -:;i ft 

o! f .3 ith a:re n ot memuer s of tn. vi s i ol c ~hurch , t he:, ool. ,nL to Ch....-riet 

and e n r e lct--e:3 i r. a hi cB en way t o hie Cnurch . 'l't,en ie CJl'll)' O."lc Lor.5 

a ' •.l one Spint, 2n::i He d r,,.._.s ,ll ... -ho r ece iv f ll1r.: i r,t o uni ty. lt i s true 

t hilt then i s nc e .:! lv ~tior, outside t he Church, wt t h.!t does not r.ic ar. t ~ t 

t hos e ~ no ...re not vi c i ~ly a..e~bers of t he ~hu1ch e r e totolly outs ide hei 

}l f e, \.'ht r ever Christ i 6 1 t aere i t. t 11C. Cnurch • 
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