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CHAIRMEN'S INTRODUCTION 

At their mw:ing in Canterbury at Pentecost 19ti2, Pope John 

Paul II and the present Archbishop of Canterlllry, after 

thanking God for the work of the first Anglican-Roman 

Catholic International Commission (ARCIC-I), agreed to the 

establishment of a new commission (ARCIC-II) to continue its 

work. 

Its first task was to examine, in the li~ht of the judge 

u,..:nt of our two co111111unio11s on t1 1e Final 1,eµurt 01 r. r-.L-l C-1, 

• any outstandinb differences which still separate us. One 

particular cause of contention a t the time of the Refo r mation 

was the doctrine of ju;tification. ARCIC-II jud6ed it righ t 

to take up this question both because of its historical 

significance and because of its i mportance in Christian 

doctrine as a whole . 

In our work on this subject we have been greatly helped by t he 

staterr,ent on "Justification by Faith" ag reed by the 

Luther an-Roman Ca tholic Commission in t he U. S . A. Indeed , much 

of the historical perspe ctive needed to gras p t he sixteenth 

century backBround to this issue is conta ined in tha t document. 

ARCIC-II finds itself in full a6 r eement with its historical 

• and theolog ical analysis in so far a s it bear s upon our own 

work. 

• 

However, ARCIC- 11 has viewed the doctrine of justification fr um 

a soi.iewhat different pe r s pec tive frou. t llJt of the Luther an 

Ro111an Ca thol ic discussion . 1ve have set justific a tion wit h in 

the wider context of salvation as a whole. Th i s in turn has 

involved discussion of the rol e of the Church in Christ's s aving 

work. ll e nce the titl e of our ag reement: Sltlva tion and the 

Churc h . 

The r e lation be tween the doctrine of justification and s a lva 

tion on the one ha nJ a nd the doctri ne of the Church on the 
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other is of i mportance because of different perspectives on 

wh at wa s a t issue in the Reforma tion. The Protestant tr adition 

t e nd s to see justification by faith as the issue on which all 

else depends. The Catholic tradition sees the key issue in the 

role of the visible and universal Church. Thus the two issues 

of salvation and the Church hanb toge ther. 

A que stion not d iscussed by the Commission, though of gr e at 

contemporary i mportance, is that of the salvation of those 

who have no explicit f a ith in Christ. This has not been a matter 

of h is torial d ispu te be t wee n us : indeed , in t he six t eenth 

• century both sides shared a common Augustinian framework in 

wh ich t h is que stion did not arise . Today, thi s is a ma t te r o f 

theo log ical study within both our communions. 

Nor do we cl a i m to have composed a comp l e te tre atment of the 

doc trine of the Church. Our discussion i s limited to its 

rol e in s a lva tion. Nevertheless, our claim to a common 

fa ith on t his matter has ma jor i mplica tions for our mutual 

gro~th in reconc ilition. 

I f Angli c ans and Koman Catholic s agr ee t ha t sal va tion is a 

f r ee g ift of God' s gr ace ; t ha t thi s i s med i a t ed t hr ough the 

Chu r ch ; and t ha t our f ree huma n r esponse~ itse l f a ~ift of 

• grace, i s made within this be lieving community : then the 

doctrine of jus tification by gr a c e through f a ith need no 

longe r be seen as a ba rrie r to commun ion be tween us. 

• 

The purpose of our uia l ot;ue , r eaffir med by the Pope and the 

Ar chbi shop of Ca nte r bury, is the r estora tion of f ull e c c l c 

sia l communion. Our work has rec a ll ed f or us a s till wid e r 

pe r s pective - the comp l e tion of a ll thi ngs in Chris t. We trust 

t ha t he who has be0un thi s good work in us wi ll br i n~ it 
t o c omple tion in Jesus Christ our Lor d . 
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