The Ordination of Wome:
_in the Catholic Traditions
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A Select Annotated Bibliography

Works Listed here asadress the biblical, historical, theological, ecumenical, end
peychological issues surrounaing the oroinaticn of women to the priesthooad. Far the
mouern history of oraination movements in the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches,
consult separate bibliographies availeble from the Libraries (see aodress below). 1_'hP-
works Listec in this bibliography reflect a stance which is in favor of the oroination
of women to the priesthcoa.

BIBLICAL ISSUES

Ihe Eiple anu the Role of Women. Krister Stendahl. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1866. A classic and authoritative discussion of issues of biblical interpretation
in enc for the mcaern worlc, specifically as they relate to the biblical view of

woman, .

"omen ana Priestly Ministry: The New Testament Evidence." Catholic Biblical
Association of America, Task Force. Catholic Bibligcel Quarterly 41 (October 1579):
608-613. Acdresses the biblical arguments commonly advanced in the discussion on
woncn ano the priesthcod and concludes that ... "the lNew Testament evidence ...
points towarc the admissicn of wcoen to priestly ministry."

Dig Christ Ayle Out YWpomen Priests? J. N. M. Wijngaards. Great \iakering, Englanc:
Mayhev—iicCrimmon, 1877. [(Available from The Attic Press, Inc., Stony Point, Route
€, Grzenwooc, S.C. 2964€.) Ccncluding that the ansuer is "ne", this Roman Catholic
scholar znalyzes variocus 1ssues which are besec cn scripture, male representation
of Christ, Paul's attituaes, Christ's priesthooc, ministry, anc the Spirit.

HISTORICAL ISSUES

Yo - n igcgn jon. Leonard and Arlane
Swialer, eds. New York: Paulist Press, 1577. Paragraph by paragraph commentary on
tne Vatican Leclaration sgainst the ordination of women as priests. The commentary
aocresses tradition, the attituce of Christ, the practice of the Apostles, .
contemporary application of thase attituoes and practices, the ministerial
priesthood, the mystery of Christ, ana the mystery of the Church.

H in i imination?;

] . > A luridical Doct w: 18t f the Code of
Capop Law, Canon 968, L, Ida Raming. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1976.

Tracing the historical ocevelopment of canon Law from the early church forward,
Raming finds evicence of a ceep-seated negative attitude towards women based on
incorrect Biblical exegesis, false biolocal principles, misrsading of documents,
and manipulation of spurious sources.

THEOLOGICAL ISSUES

. George H. Tavard, A.A. Notre Deme, Ind.: University of
Hotre Dame Press, 1973. Analyzing the attitude toward women in Christian
theological treaition, Tavard describes the stance in the Ola and New Testaments,
the Church Fathers, and in more recent history. He arguee that the church
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.’“'DENS“VELV abandoned the principle of freedom in its treatment of women.

Pri i i . g . Haye
ven cer Meer, S.J. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1573. Adaresses the
major theological objections to the oraination of women, including the oivine Llaw

argument, Peul's adoption of rabbinic attitudes toward women, and the use of the
image of the bridegroom.

"The Ordinl_tion of Women anc the 'Maleness' of Christ." Richard A. Norris. Anclican
Mﬂ_ﬂm Supp. Series No. 6 (June 1976): 69-B0. Discusses the
presupposticns benind the refusal to oroain women on the grounc that Jesus was a

msle anc maintains that such an argument rests on & guestionable understanding of
Christian reagemption.

ECUMENICAL ISSUES

1)

“Grecination of Women? — An Ecumenical Meditation end a Discussion." Franz Jozef van
gdeeck, S.J. In rd 1 Th in n; n ingticn
\iopgn, Harianne H. Micks and Charles P. Price, ecs. Scmerville, Mass.: Greeno,

’Haduen &and Co., 1576, pp. S0-100. Believes that true ecumenism means developing
enc tolersting differences in community rather than attempting to achieve political
compromise at the level of church order.

PSYCHOLOGICAL ISSUES

“The Feminine Priestly Syubol ana the Meaning of Goo." Urban T. Holmes, III. St,
Luke's Journal of Theplogy 17 (Sept. 1974): 3-22. In traditions where the priest
is seen as symbolic of the sacrea, the sexuality of the priest has something to say
abcut the sexuality of the Godhesd. Holmes sees the ogesire for women priests as a
healthy sttempt to return a dynamic balance to what has been for centuries an
almost exclusivsly masculine symbol system for CGod.

r1gs: g ijn t tholi urch. Fran Fercer, Ht. Ranier, Mu.: QLixote Center,
1575. Fsychologist Feroer directec this stuoy which testea the women by the szme
methcas usec for an earliar stuay of priests ano subjectec them to in-degth
clinical interviews. Qver S0% of the women showed a high Level of psychological
stability (comparea to 24% of the men) ano scorec higher on most of the tests

‘-gwan.

BIBELIOGRAPHY

nStudies on Women Priests." Anne E. Patrick. In n iests: i
] . Leonard and Arlene Swidler, sds. Hew York: Paulist
Press, 1977, pp. 70-74. Updates her earlier bibliographic survey on women and
religion, 18965-1974 (Theological Studies 36 (1575): 737-765] snd focusses on recent
works available in English.

viopen and the Priesthcod: A Selectad and Annotated Bibliography. Patricia A. Kendall,
comp. Philadelphia: Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania, 1976. Includes books,
articles, study reports and tape cassettes ranging from genersl meterials to
specific items on the ordination issue. Full coverags, items annotated.

sCompiled from an extensive bibliography by Sandre H. Boyd, Episcopal Divinity
gchool/Weston School of Theology Libraries, 98 Brattle S5t., Cembridge, Mess. 02138,
October 1880, rev, July 18B1* ‘
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VATICAN DECLAKAT IOI\ .
- and commentary

On Jsnuary 27, 1977, the Vatican released a document stating reasons why women éouTd not
be admitted to the ministerial priesthood of the Roman Cathollc Church. The Declaration
stimulated an extensive body of response and commentary which In Itself touches upon many
of the contemporary Issues being raised about women and the church. This seject
annotated bibllography of commentary appearing In books and articles thus provides access
to & variety of opinion about this subject.

THE DOCUMENT

Cafhollc Church Congrogaflo pro Docfrlna Fidel. London. Ca'rhollc Tru‘rh Soclo'fy,
1977. Also found In: Cathgllc Mind 75 (May 1977): 52-64; TIhe Jurlst 37 (Su.-Fall
1977): 325-39; Ihe Furrow 28 (March 1977): 173-85; Qrligins 6 (Feb. 3, 1977): 517-24;
Ihe Pope Speaks 22 (No. 2, 1977): 108-22; L'Osservatore Romang (Engllish) No. 5 (462)
(Feb. 3, 1977): 6-8; Saxism and Church Law, James A. Coriden, ed. New York: Paullst
Press, 1977, pp. 173-87; JNomen and Prlesthood, Carroll Stuhimueller, ed. (s
below); WNomen Priasts, Leonard and Arlene Swidler, eds. (see below); Iablat 231
(Feb. 5, 1977): 141-42 and 231 (Feb. 12, 1977): 165-67 (wlthout notes).

COLLECTIVE COMMENTARY AND COLLECTIONS OF COMMENTARY

October 15, 1976, with Commentary. Cathollc Church. Congregatio pro Doctrina Fldel.
Washington, DC: United States Cathol ic Conference, 1977. Commentary also found In:

L'Ossarvatore Romang (English) No. 5 (462) (Feb. 3, 1977): 9=12 and QOrlgins 6 (Feb. 3,
1977): 524-31 (wlthout notes).

"In Context: Declaration on Women In Ministerial Priesthood.”™ Qrigins 6 (Feb. 10, 1977):
545-48. Includes commentary by The Women's Ordination Conference, Leadership
Conference of Women Rellglous, Cardinal Willlam Baum, Archbishops Willlam Borders and
John Quinn, and Blshop Francls Reh.

"Massages of Support for the Declaration Inter Insigniores; from the United States of

America." L'Ossarvatore Romano (English) No. 6 (463) (Feb. 10, 1977): 8. From Joseph
Bernardin, Terence Cooke, Joseph McNicholas, and others. .

"Theology of Paper on Women Disputed."™ Claudia Baskerville.
13 (Feb. 11, 1977): 16. Three Ottawa theclogians at symposium comment: Robert
LaPlante, Martin Moser, and Wil |lam Marrivee.

"Women's Rights In the Church: Symposium.™ Natlonal Cathollc Reporter 13 (Apri| 1,
1977): 9, 11, 14-16. Includes contributions by David Burrell, Margaret Farley, Colman
McCarthy, Ariene Swidler, Leonard Swidler, and Hugh McCabe.

*The Vatican Declaration: Another View.®™ David Burrell. America 136 (April 2, 1977):
289-92. Reply by Donald Gelpl America 137 (Aug. 13-20, 1977): 75-77. Rejoinder
Amecica 137 (Aug. 13-20, 1977): 77-78. About the use of "natural symbols."

"Letter to the Delegate: By Theologlans on the Faculty of the Jesult School of Theology
In Berkeley, Callifornla.®™ Qriglns 6 (April 7, 1977): 661, 663-66. Reply by
Archbishop J. Jadot: Qrliglns 6 (April 7, 1977): 665, LoH‘cr also found In:
Commonweal 104 (1 April 1977): 204-206. About the letter:

13 (April 1, 1977): 6.
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"Haring: Tradition Strongest Argument against Women Priests.” Jerry Buckley. National
‘ 13 (April 15, 1977): 24. Flve theologlans respond: Bernard Haring,
Jean' Marle Hlesberger, Mary Buckiey, Peter Ellls, and Donald J. Keefe.

- . Leonard and Arlene
Swidler, eds. New York: Paul st Press, 1977. Commentary by Nadine Foley, Ellzabeth
Carroll, Anne Patrick, Carolyn Osliek, Francine Cardman, George Tavard, Michael Fahey,
Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza, J. Massyngberde Ford, Bernadette Brooten, Madeleine

Boucher, Anne Carr, Rosemary Ruether, Helen Wright, Sonya Quitsiand, Sidney Callahan,
Margaret Farley, et. al..

g (rdar O 2 Nlne antar|e a Ya an e -1- = ASI1aNIQras.
Huntington, Ind.: Our Sunday Visitor, 1978. ®Occaslion and Purpose of the Declaration:
Commentary Prepared at the Congregation's Request by a Theologlan Expert,® and
commentary by Ralmondo Spliazzl, Albert Descamps, Hans Urs von Balthasar, A. G.
Martimort, Gustave Martelet, Joseph L. Bernardin, Joseph Ratzinger, and M.-J. Nicolas.

Catholic Theologlical Union at Chicago. Carroll Stuhlimueller, ed. Collegevlilile,
Minn.: The Liturgical Press, 1978. Multidisciplinary approach to commentary Including
contributions by Carroll Stuhlimueller, Robert Karrls, Carclyn Oslek, Dismas Bonner,
Gllibert Ostdiek, Ralph A, Kiefer, Hayim G. Perelmutter, Sebastlian MacDonald, Thomas
More Newbold, Dennis J. Geaney, Alcuin Coyle. Also Includes a bibliography.

INDIVIDUAL COMMENTARY

"Women, Priesthood and the Yatlican.®™ America 136 (April 2, 1977): 285-89. EdIitorial
addresses problems and questions concerning the Declaration's use of Scripture,
descr kption of the tradition, and theological argumentation.

"Fathers and Priestesses: Footnotes to the Roman Declaration.®™ Michael Slusser. Norship
15 (Sept. 1977): 434-445. Questions appeals to Irenaesus and Tertulllan.

"The Question of Admitting Women to the Ministerial Priesthood.®™ Louls Ligier.
L'Osservatore Romang (Engish) No. 9 (518) (Mar. 2, 1978): 5-8,12. Ligler was
"consultor of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Falth.™ His commentary
‘addresses scripture, revelation and theology, practice of the church, and theological
reflections. Also In: Qrligins 7 (April 20, 1978): 694=702.

"On the Yelling of Hermeneutics (1 Cor. 11:2-16)." John P, Meler. Cathoiic Biblical
Quarterly 40 (April 1978): 212-26. Ralses questions concerning the hermeneutical
procedure presupposed by the Document when [t treats scripture.

"The Role of Women In the Old Testament.® Marie de Merode de Croy. In Momen In » Men's
Church. Virgll Ellzonde and Norbert Grelnacher, eds. New York: Seabury Press, 1980,
pp. 71=79. On the use of the 0ld Testament as ev|dence.

wwomen and the Priesthood.” Karl Rahner. In his Concern tor the Church, New York:
Crossroad, 1981, pp. 35-47. Questions whether the historic practice of the church In
+hls case rests on a truly divine reveiation or represents merely a human tradition.

#This |Ist was complled from a longer bibllogrephy by Sandra H. Boyd, NWeston School of
§ Theology Library, 99 Brattie St., Cambridge, Mass. 02138, 5/1980, rev. 11/1981.%
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EPISCOPAL WOMEN'S CAUCUS, INC.

Volume 5:4

affirming the role of women in the changing church

Left - Right: The Rev Elsanor McLaughin, The Rev Paul Washington, The
Rev. Lee McGee, The Rev Gayie E Harris, The Rev Nina Olmedo Alarragui,
The Rev. Calumba Gilliss, and The Rev Lauren Gough

“BEARING THE FRUIT”

They moved in deliberately - in pairs, in clusters, womnen, men
and children, clergy and lay - processing into the Cathedral for
the Eucharist celebrating women's ministries-past, present and
future. Everyone seemed tobesnﬂm?dshyiy. concerned that
they appear serious in such an overwhelming setting. After a
period of silence, the opening hymn began slowly, then picked
up as it went along.

“Come as the dove, and spread they .

The wings of peaceful love;, And let thy church

on earth become
Rilest as the Church above.”

and white against the white stone wall. Or the view of six priests
of different races and behind the altar; the tears stream-
wornarn from whom | took communion;

Ldl-ltUerhGnu,D-B-n.GqCaﬂ.Grthnm.Pah
Jahnson

Membership Task Force
Formed at Annual Meeting

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of The Epoiscopal
Women's Caucus, held on Saturday, May 26, 1984, at Hearst
Hall Aduitarum, Washington, D.C.

The Annual was called to order at 10-00 am. by
President Carol Cole Flanagan, followed by opening prayer and
the reading of many letters and notes of support and thanks for
the Caucus’ sponsorship of the Celebration.

Treasurer's Report: (Printed Elsewhere)

Discussion centered on the possibility of continuing staff per-
son and question was raised about JOB n regyd
to listing lay positions. Women who want to be uua
P wmkmdmdmhcmtxa?gm
President’s : Caral Cole Flanagan

After last year's meeting in Gainesville, the Board met to
review the agenda of the Caucus. It was decided there was a
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NEW WOMEN, -
NEW CHURCH

WOMEN'S ORDINATION CONFERENCE |
Working for the Rights of Women in Our Church B
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r Mary Jo Weaver’s

. Called to ma New Land
By Mary Jo Weaver

Ume ¥ e amomshmg festores of
God's cafl o Abraham aud Sarah way i3
pratuncusnes out of the clear biue and
for po discernible reason Abraham and
Sanb recerved an nvitanon they did not
undersiand Therr pomlive response Lo
drvine Suuatve made 11 posuble (o1 Jews
Chrouans and Musioms (o pacicrpste &
ke warch (o arsendence winch @
part furacerzes the Wesern relypous
2ditpn  Let me remmd you that God
asked Abraham ind Sarab to lesve the
K therr fathers in order 1o po o

here 1o become 3 New people

that you  are Zalled away
house of but |
he new land may be more spm
jegraphical. more an act of
redetiniicn than « leaving hetund of
chershed (radiions

| 'funk w~e have 1o adopt mare than
one @rarprerve (rarework al we cxplore

e ol
rew anJd
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Keynote

our hisory apd try 10 anagme the future
wmus g | have m mund two competing
perzpectives. On the onme hand, the re-
marks of Manone Tume after the “Bish-
ops' Dulogue™ on women's ordmaton
Al the end of Lhat process - which Rose-

photo by Ruth Furpaickch

Mary Jo Wesver Keynotm problems
womes mcouster m ther dewre for
ordimetion

mary Ruether characterzed as 3 “nom-
meetmg of minds’ — 3 bedraggled Manor-
e Tuste rold a group assembled 1n Indian-
apolis,

“They don want us. They bave never
wentod us. And they aever will want ws!™
On the other hand. Elisabeth Schussier
Forenza's sunmmg remterpretation of
early Chrstianity, the new good news,
that women are not marpinal in the Jems
movemnent  Both of lthese chmrvations
are true and the ability to live within the
tenmon they crests for us requares Lhe
“wisdom of mrpests and the macCeRom
of dowes.™ 1 sirstegy Jesus himself csce
maggesied lo 2 rglag group of duciples
embarking on thewr own mimistry

Most of you are hare becsus you fesl
yourstives called (p prmsthood u ke
Catholic church [n your hearts sad i
the minds of your supporien you hawe »
cesr wocation to mcerdotal mEmETY
whuch has been tested, choolsd, and
made svuilable 10 an iamituuos which
derues 1ty reality You hawe been resred
m » church with unlimsted sparitual pos-
mbities bul have been reyected by ms
mpremely devastating casoss. You may

Contimiad page | 4

Theresa Kane
“Our Time Is Now!”

Terewa Kane s [arewell reflectiions
at Ordination Resonsdered

“Write down the vision cemr
ly upom the tablets wo thar one
can resd @1 resdily - for the
vmion sl haw 3 tome, presses
on to (ulfifment - o1 wall not
dimppoint — J U delwys. wast
for it - 2 will mrely come «
wil aot be lae ©
We gather oday 11 [ath-{llled women
women of vaslon A nimon has been wmi.
ten down A wison uay been macnibed
withun our hearts. our munds vur very be
ings The viwon which draws us "ogether
for these few lays in St Louss o 3 sparnt
ed, snbvened Creative vimon [t o the
profound realizanon that Cathobc wom
en are calied (o be in all moustres withun
our church w Dt ministers wthiy 2
repewed premhood The wvawon of a
renewed priesithood contmns withun ot
three sacred challenges - challenges
which pres us o the [ulfillment of our
visons They are

* 1o be women who know that our
tume has come
®* to be women who speak with au-
thormy
“ 10 be women who believe and act
upon (he promise Lhat nothing 15
impossible with God
1. The fullness of time for women has
come — the fulmess of time for vomen b
now
Our foremothers and msery for cen-
turies sruggled, dreamed and lived lor
this moment. | am convinced Lhat our
timae hat come This vimon became clew
wnd compelling st the exhilarsting world
experence (hat wai mme 10 be with
15000 women from 159 nanons this
pest sumumer at Lhe Women's Confereuce
m Nuirobl, Kenys - women who knew
the depths of therr bemg that our tume
has comw Women of every culture, race,
religon, economuc and ool Stustions
coaverged - and wmidm nch and wide di-
versities — were clear that women st cal-
ed 10 be fully engaged and responadble to
shape, influence and formulate decimons
for ewery mphere of life — 10 be fully ca-
gaged in decimoni which affect family,
nation, religon, economucs and the socal

sphere. Women recognized in-a profound

wry o ths gathenng 'hai nﬂem!.rc
have asmumed ihe overwhelmmg r
bilites of the world » carr of chaldm
gowh of chaldren 1o adulthocd concem
for water food shelter education and uf
the necesmtes of Lfe without any acceyy-
1o shaping the decions which mmplemen
those responobibues [t s no sonder
that we 2xpenence an ntoleranle level of
frustratson and Jespam = the 1ace ~f wih
dstoried realities  The tmme s Tdsed
now [of wormen 1o ¢xpenence and laym
their equality with men 10 be > rexpon
uble for the decimuns and the shape SF
church and oty a
The fullness of Lme for women b
with it the realizatwa thag forser ad ale
temapd 10 prevent us from Jssurine the,

Therem Kane, RSM. delivers homily, it
d.qh‘nd'm-h-w
wnoul reponmbuity hat b ours  The =
fullnem of tima for women - in regard 10°
decmons, behawmor and attitudes neces-
wry to asume our rghtful place in everg ©
sphare of human sctivity - will be (iDed, "
with challenges. excitemen: and treman- ~
dous crestivity.  As the vison presses pg
on 10 fulflllment it will mvoive risks, fear,
(nibuare. hostilty Ilﬂl'l" - prh.'| even
death. The fullnem of women'y tume -
vites us 10 cregte & renewed church The
former charch has pased away - - h v
church -ahlychumh_du.ab-&rl
As in &l 1eahon there s wrmow, l'“t‘
pam |“1‘llllhmihf-;ry]~'
crasuca, [n the fullness of (mme God
promumd ot Umuel’lhu-d!.

now i thal tune for women.

Continued page 9
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