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I Results of Working Parties and Colmnissions 

Pete- Staples 

Pope Paul VI 

The Assisi Report 1975, The Inter-university Institute 
tor Hissiological and Ecumenical Research, Utrecht, 1975 

Letter to the Archbishop or Canterbury, 30 Nov 1975, 

AAS 68 (1976) pp 599-600 

Women and the Priesthood+ Inter Insigniores • Declaration 
by the SCDF. VaUcan 19 6 l CTS, London. 

(Commentaries on Inter Insigniores: 

Inter Insigniores: Official COlllllentary by an (unnamed) expert 
theologian. Osservatore Romano, 3 Feb 1977. English 
edition, pp 9-12 

Inter Insigniores: Official Commentary, digest of this, 
Theology Digest,25, No 1, Spring 1977, editori al). 

Versailles Report on the A-RC Consultation on the Ordination 
of Women to the Priesthood; Lambeth Conference Report 1978 
and The Tablet, 5 August 1978, p 762 

The debate in the Church of England 

In 1962 t he Church Assembly debat ed a paper, Gender and Ministry , CIO. This 
report recorded the opinion: 

'We think that the various reasons for the withholding of the 
ordained and representative priesthood from women, reasons 
theological, traditional, instinctive, anthropological, social, 
emotional, should be much more thoroughly examined . ' 

This led to a resolution asking for a thorough examination of 'the various 
reasons for the withholding of the ordained and representative priesthood 
from women.' 

A Commission was duly set up by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 'to 
examine the questions of women and Holy Orders.' The Report Women and Holy 
Orders was published in 1966 (CIOl and debated in 1967. Following this debate 
a working party was set up to report on the position of women i n ministry. 

Women in Ministry : A Study, CIO, was published in 1968. Among its recommen
dations was one that the Church must ask and answer two questions: 'can women 
be ordained to the priesthood, and, what is the diaconate?' 

The first meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council in Limuru, 1971, 
passed a resolution asking the churches of the Anglican Communion to consider 
the question of the ordination of women and to reply by 1973 . A consultative 
document was prepared by Miss Christian Howard and presented to the General 
Synod of the Church of England, The Ordination of Women to the Priesthood, 
: : c, 1972 . 

In 1Q78 a supplementary report was prepared by Chris ti an Howar d, The Ordination 
~f ~omen; A Suppl ement to t he Consultative Documen t , CI) , 1978 . 
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In 1984 a rurther report was prepared by Christian Howard concentrating on 
issues Which had newly emerged or which had received rresh emphasis. 
The Ordination or Women to the Priesthood: Further Report, CIO, 1984. This 
report vas debated in the November 1984 General Synod. A 110t1on was passed by 
the General Synod 'that this Synod asks the Standing eo.ittee to bring forward 
legislation to permit the ordination or women to the priesthood in the Provinces 
ot Canterbury and York.' 

Reports rl"OII the ACC 

lalbeth Conference 1968, SPCIC, 1968 
Report or section on Ministry, and Conference Resolutions 

Laa:beth Essays on Ministry, edited by the Archbishop of Canterbury, SPCK, 
1969 

The Time is Now, SPCK, 1974. Reports and Resolutions from the ACC, Limuru, 
Section 3, 'Renewal'. 

ACC44 - Report, 1979, ACC, London, 1975 

Aee 5 - Report, 1981, ACC, London, 1981 

ACC 6 - Report, 1984, ACC, London, 1981 

Report of the Lambeth Conference, 1978, CIO 

Today's Church in Today's World, The Lambeth Conference, 1978 
Reparatory Articles, CIO, 1978 

II Material published by the wee 

Concerning the Ordination of Women, wee, Geneva, 1964 

The Ordination or Women in an Ecumenical Perspective, ed C Parvey 
Faith and Order Paper no 105, wee, 1981 

The Coanunity of Women and Men in the Church: The Sheffield Report, ed 
C Parvey, Fortress Press, 1983 

III Essays published by the Movement for the Ordination of Women in England 

Women, the Bible and the Priesthood, John and Gill Muddiman 

Ordination of Women and the Maleness of Christ, Richard Norris 

Ordination of Women - A Roman Catholic Viewpoint, Sister Lorna Brockett 

Anglican-Orthodox Relations and the Ordination of Women, Sister Teresa CSA 

Priesthood and Humankind, Simon Phipps 

The Right Time, John Austin aake~ 

Women and Authority in the Church, George Carey 
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A Fully Hiaan Priesthood, Oliver S Tcakina 

IV Other Essays and Articles both Pro and Con 

J J von Allmen 

Eric Doyle 

A Dyson 

Monica Furlong ed 

Richard Harries 
et al 

T Hopko ed 

Paul K Jewett 

Graham Leonard 

R Maloney 

E L Mascall 

Karl Rabner 

Karl Rahner 

Peter Moore ed 

Rosemary Ruether & 
Eleanor McLaughlin 
ed 

John Saward 

au ■inis~re 
pastor 

The Question or Women Priests and the Arrnnt •in nrsona 
Christ1•, Irish Theological Quarterly vo~ (1983-4 
no 2-4, pp 213-221 · 

Dr Leonard on the Ordination or Women, Theology, March 1984 

FeMinine in the Church, SPCI, 1984 
- Women and the Ministry: A Case tor Theological Seriousness, 

Rowan Williams 
- The Ordination of Women in the Roman Catholic Church, 

Eric Doyle 
- Called to the Priesthood: Interpreting Women's Experience, 

Mary Tanner 

Open Letter to the Bishop or London, London, 1986 

Women and the Priesthood, St Vladimir's, 1983 
Essays by Orthodox theologians. 

The Ordination of Women, Eerdllans, 1982 

The Ordination of Women to the Priesthood, Epworth Review, 
January 1984 

The Ordination of Women, The Furrow, 1985 

Women Priests? Church Literature Association, London, 1972. 
Second Edition 1977 

The Position of Women in the New Situation in which the 
Church Finds Herself, Theological Investigations VIII, 
London and New York, 1971. Ch 5 pp 75-93 

Women and the Priesthood, Theological Investigations XX, 
London, 1981 • Ch 3 pp 35-47 

Men, Women and Priesthood, SPCK, London, 1978 

Women of Spirit, Simon and Schuter, New York, 1979 
Entering the Sanctuary: The Struggle for Priesthood in 
Contemporary Episcopalian and Roman Catholic Experience . 
The Episcopalian Story, Norene Carter 
The Roman Catholic Story, Rosemary Ruether 

Christ and His Bride, Church Literature Association, 1977 
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The Cue Against the Ordination or Women, Church Literature 
Aaaociatlan, 1978 

Pro and Con an Ordination or lfcaen, Report and Papers 
tra11 the lniilcan-laiiin Catholic Consultation, Seabury 
Professional Senicea, 1976 

The Face ot Tradition, Fortress Press, 1985. 
- Stir in the Ect.aenical Movement: The Ordination or Women, 

C Paney 

The Ministry or Wollen: An Anglican Reflection, One in 
Christ, lut1a1 1985 

Did Christ Rule Out Women Priests? Mahew McCrimon, Great 
Wakering, 1977 

Ordination in the Ecuiaenical Movement, Review and Expositor 
78, 1981 


