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6 th September, 1987 

Group D 

Communion between Anglicans and Roman Catholics - The 

Present Situation 

Our fullest communion with God and with other human 

beings will be realised only in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Within the Pilgrim Church on earth Christians are obliged to 

seek continually deeper communion with God and with one 

another; but such communion can be only a provisional 

approximation to that which will be granted when, together 

with all the saints, we see God face to face, and when all need 

for sacramental signs of God's presence has ceased. This 

perfect, eschatological communion is the assured hope to 

which we refer our growth into full ecclesial communion from 

the true but incomplete communion we already share. 

Ecclesial communion will not be complete until it 

embraces all Christian Churches. The development of the 

communion between the Angli can and Roman Catholic churches, 

which is the goal of our dialogue, is only a part of this 

wider growth in communion. We see our dialogue as an 

opportunity, given by God, to continue to make a contribution 

to the communion of all Christian people. 

The list of issues which divide our two Churches shows 

only too well that this communion is not yet complete. 

Neve rtheless Anglica ns ~ct Roma n Catholics already share to a 

large extent in a true communion (koinonia) of faith and life. 

Many of the signs of communion set out in a previous section 

are already visible in the relationship between the two Churches. 

(i) There is a communion in faith. We acknowledge one 

Lord Jesus Christ. Our churches share the same scriptures, 
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apart from minor differences over the status of the 

'apocryphal' or 'deuterocanonical' books of the Old Testament, 

hold them to be inspired, and often produce and use the same 

translations. On the foundation of these scriptures, our 

churches profess the same apostolic faith, which is formulated 

in common creeds . In addition, the two churches' official 

•responses to the Final Report of ARCIC-I show that they share 

substantially the s ame faith concerning eucharist and ministry, 

so that wha t divergences remain are not church-dividing and 

can either be resolved or contai ned within the framework of 

the agreement ach ieved. The responses to the Final Report have 

also revealed considerable convergence on the doctrine of 

authority i n the Church: e . g. that authority is based on the 

confession of Christ as Lord as witnessed in the scriptures; 

and that ordai ned ministers have a special authority f o r the 

l i v i ng proclamation and inte rpretat i on of the Gospel, so as 

to enable all Christi an : to use the gifts of the Spirit wh i ch 

they have r eceived f or t he enri chment of the Church's comm on 

life. 

( ii) Sin ce bapt ism i n e ach of our t wo chur che s is 

recogn ised by the othe r, it constitutes for us the sac rame ntnl 

bond of un i ty (c f. Vat. II, Decree on Ee ., 22). 

(iii) Concern i ng common mi ss ion , in their Decl a r a ti on 

of 1977 , Pope Pau l VI and Archb ishop Dona ld Coggan pl e dged the 

t wo c hurche s t o ' col l ab or nt e mo r e ea rne s t ly i n a g r eat e r c omnon 

witne s s t o Ch r i s t be f o r e the wo r l d' . Th i s c ommon wi t nc ~s 

i mp l i e s j oi nt s triv ing f or t he conv~ r ~i on o f mrn and women 

t o J e s u s Chri s t and f o r th,:, tr:-in~f o r m;-i t Jon of s oc i e ty , an d 

s h .::i r r- d c onc ,_• :--n f o r· mo 1·rd v ;, l u1' s . :J , t ~d l J' ~•r l s o f our t 1-.·u 
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Churches, h owe ve r, have been able to respond to this 

initiative with equal speed. 

(iv) Although the two Churches do not yet possess 

shared structures of decision-making, on the regional and 

local levels they have sometimes achieved close and trusting 

co-operation in serving the society in which they live. 

(v) The two Churches recognise and affirm one another's 

members . First of all Anglicans and Roman Catholics are united 

in prayer with and for each other, the common worship in 

Canterbury Cathedral in May 1982, led by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury Dr . Robert Runcie and Pope John Paul II being a 

most striking example. Nor should we ignore the countless 

number of Anglicans and Roman Catholics throughout the world 

who meet frequently with other Christians, for prayer and to 

foster a common Christian witness. This mutual affirmation 

is also expressed in joint bible study and other forms of 

discussion which are widely practised. 

Nevertheless two of the most important signs of communion 

between our two churches are absent. First, the mutual 

recognition of the ordained ministry has not yet occurred. 

However, the fact that Anglicans recognise Roman Catholic 

ordinations, even though the reverse is not the case, is a 

true element of communion between our two Churches. Second, 

as a consequence of the lack of mutual recognition of 

mini s tries , mutual eucharistic s haring, the highest express ion 

of cccleslo. l communion, i s not permi ttcd. 

Further to the signs a lrea dy referred to, our existing 

communion also ftnds e xpress ion in other areas of Christian 

life , in liturgy, in pastoral co-operation and common service, 
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theological reflection, and spirituality. 

Liturgical renewal in both communions has brought a 

convergence in our forms of worship, which has enabled the 

members of each Church to feel a sense of welcome and of 

being at home in one another's services. This is particularly 

evident in the celebration of the Eucharist with its 

heightened emphasis on the liturgy of the Word and the pro

clamation of the Gospel. There remains however a great variety 

of worship, including the old and the new in each of our 

Churches, a variety which should be valued and preserved. 

The spiritual core of the ecumenical movement cons ists in 

public and private prayer for the unity of Christi ans acc om

panied by a change of heart and holiness of life. 

Regard i ng pastoral co-operation, there are, i n ma.,y 

p lac es, regular meetings between bishops at reg ional and 

nat ional levels for prayer and for the taking of corr.men counsel 

abo ut contemporary moral social, economic and political i ssu~ ~ 

Our two Churches often collaborate in a wi d e r ecumenica l 

framework, such as membership of or association with national 

Councils of Churches. In a world of ine qun l i ties and di sasters , 

natural or man-made , common Christian action f or r e l ie f and 

p r o j ects f o r d eve lopmen t have drawn our two Churches together 

i n activ e co-operation. Intern ationally, the s ymbol ic signifi 

cance of meeti ngs be t ween the Archbishop of Canterbu ry nnd 

oth e r Anglican bi s hop s with the Pope have emph asi s ed a n d 

e nhnnct: d thP exi s t ing c o mmun 1 o n bc t\'..e <' n o u r Churc h <'~ . In so:ne 

countries th e r c- a rc s harr?d c h ur·c h buildings and j oi nt s c h o o l s . 

Thc r ~ ar<: jo i n t rur·et1 ng s bc· tw00n rr>l l r,i o u s , c lPrE_:y and l nity 

o r .. , , n f o r c 0 - o r•(· r ,1U c,n 1 r1 r .. :~:. 1o n s ::ind 0 v ,:m pt> l 1sm . 
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Anglicans and Roman Catholics share the inheritance 

of a common tradition of theo logical interpretation: even 

after the break of the sixteenth century, our theologians 

drew largely upon the same sources, particularly the Church 

Fathers, and thought and wrote in the same concepts. In 

recent years, especially, the work of theologians and 

scripture scholars has crossed ecclesiastical barriers. In 

universities and seminaries there is often co-operation in 

theological training, especially in the areas of biblical, 

patristic and liturgical scholarship. Today in each region 

the churches' proclamation is shaped by the need to respond 

to the same challenge made by the secular culture in which 

they exist side by side. 

We share a common inheritance of spirituality, and in 

modern times have been enriched by one another's traditions 

of hymnody and spiritual writing. In some parishes there is 

considerable co-operation, joint pra y e r and shared worship. 

This has often bee n deepene d by renewal movements which have 

strengthened me mbers of both our Churches in their common 

love for Jesus Christ. In some countries, religious communi

ties, both Anglican a nd Roman Catholic, though differing in 

size and influence from place to place, have inherited a 

common spiritual tradition and profoundly enriched the life 

of both our Churches . 

The marriage o f a committed Catholic und a committed 

Anglic a n, s ometimes described as an "in ter-church fruni ly", 

provides a particular opportunity for ecumenical growth. The 

hopes und the difficulties of s uch families express poignantly 

the pain of divi s ion and t he urgent desire for further growth 

i n communion. 
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lMPLl CATlONS Of THE EXISTIN G COMMUNION BETWEEN OUR TWO CHURCHES 

Our c o mmission has be en requested t o propose p o ssible 

next s t e ps on the j ourney to full r econ c il i ati o n (Colllllon De c l a rati o n 

198 2) • Of the ste p s whi c h s uggest thems e lves s ome c a n a ppropri a t e l y 

be taken a s thi ngs no w stand, o thers wi ll bel o ng mo re natura ll y to 

the pe r i od foll owi ng on the recepti o n o f the final Re po rt by o ur 

two c orranuni ons. 

under prese nt 

We sugg es t the 

condit ions. Some 

f o l l owin g as s teps t o be encouraged 

o f th e s e ha ve alr e d y be en t a ke n i n 

a part i al way in s ome area s of the world where our t wo communions 

live s ide b y side; b u t our exper i e n c e of t hem i s s till ve r y limi t e d. 

We urg e l oca l c hurc he s t o consi d e r them c1 s a r a ng e o f dyna mi c opti o n s 

f o r a c t io n no w. 

1. Pa st o r a l c o n s u l tati o n be twee n 

n a ti onal , r e g iona l an d pa r och ia l 

Ang li ca n s a nd Ro ma n 

l e ve l ( Ma l t a Re por t 8, 

Ca tho l ics a t 

9a ). These 

may in clud e j oint con s ul ta ti o n s o f l a ity whe r e tha t i s appropriate. 

Apa rt fr om th e con struc ti ve va l ue o f suc h con s ult a ti ons, they wi ll 

s e rve a s a 11gh t ning c c,nduc t o r f o r scand a l , confusion a nd mis unde r

s tanding suc h a s a r i se fr om t ime t o ti me . 

2 . The e x t e n s i o n o f the ot he r c oope r a t i ve ven tur e s moo t e d in the 

Ma lt a Re po rt (9b , c , d); j o i n t u s e> o f c h u r c h bui l d i ngs , j o i n t t he C' l o 

g ica l t r ai ni ng , co ll a bo r ati o n o n the o l o g i c a l pro j e c t s • 

) . Th e pro d uc t i o n o f joi n t Bi bl e - s t ud y m,H c r ia l , and t he t•nc uu r .~i:;1:m,' 11t 

o f j o in t Bi b l e - s t ud y g r o up s l oca lly . 

4 . S!-.. :ne d r et r e a t s an d r c t re .1 t - rc's,,ur cc~ t o f os te r CC'mmon pr.1, c> r 

a t eve r y l eve l. 

5 . The M<1 l t a K<.> po rt ( 14) p r opo5ed th e mJ k ing u l j o i n t s t .itc r,c> n t ~ 

o n " hu mJ n i s ~ue ~" , i.e . m,, r, il ,111 d .., c,c 1u l qu,·~ t i on!> . lh t .., h.1~ h.ird l y 

) (•t bee n Jtr <·rr,p tc·d a t ..i f c, r m,il ll vC' l, thl•ug h 1nd iv i du ,1l bi ,, h0 1J~ l1J\' , · 

c _, o fH: r , 1 l 1 11 i; w I t h l ' ., l h L' t h c• r .i 11 d ., 1 n b I e - 1 c; s u c• , o . ii l t i o n ~ r o up s ( c> . !-! • 

p r c r.10 r in~ li un, rn r i g h t ~ n r th e r i ,_:hl L,1 l 1l l') h.1v, n u 1,; liCC l' n"' c ornm<,n . 

I t \..' t• u l d p,r f' .JI l y 1nc r c. , s , • mutu d l u11 rkr ~ t .1nd 1ng 1 1 r q ~1011o1 I .ln J IOL.il 

tli ur cla·, « u 1,: h 1 p1 rt i L 1p,11 1c 11 t r ,11, ti" · "th<'r t :im•.,1J 11 1 1, ·" ,,t l <, t ud 1 , ~ 
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l e,iding t ,, prono unc eme nl !:> on so<- i<1I, economi c and po liti la l i s sues . 

6. Sp c c i..d i niti a tives in mi ssion s ho uld be undertaken on a broa d 

ec umeni c al Ln,nt invol v ing our two c ommunions a nd the o ther Ch ri stiJn 

c hur c het> . 

7 . The e ducation o f c hildren (including the policy of a dmission 

to c hurch sc hoo l !> and the syllabus for Religious Edu<-ation where 

..1pprop ri..1t e ) need s t o be exami ned t o e n s ur-c thdt we a r e a ssisting 

<.> a c h othe r- t o br-ing up our c h ildr-en JS Christians in a no n-Chri s tian 

wo rld • 

8 . Sp e c i a l minit>tri es addret>scd to par-ticular pa s t o r-al needs and 

community s ervi ces in J l ocality should be shared where a t ..111 possible. 

tJ . The e quipme nt o f l.:Jy pe o pl e for l ay mini s tr y (e . g. the training 

of hospitd l vtsito r- s , mJrri a ge counse ll o rs, t>tudy-group l eade rs, 

c at e chist!:>. yout h wo rke r s, e t c .) mJy often be undP rt akcn mo re lruitfull y 

1 n <..ommo n . 

10 . Loc,1 1 hi e r a r c hil's t>hould be e ncour,1ged to produce j o int 1:;u1dc l ines 

f o r the J o tnt pastoral ca re of 1nte r-<..hur c h marriJges. 

I I. Wome n'!> gro up !> s h o uld bP c ncourJ g ed to s hJr c corrrno n ..1c tiviti C!:>j 

an d thc r(' may be othe r u cc at> i on !:> on whi c. h the wome n t1 l our tw,, u,m

mu,d o n t> <..ould pro fit a bl y co nsu lt with c .,c h o the r , I S we ll JS b) their 

11 ...1t ur,tl p .:i rt1 c ip..1Li u n in the <.. o n t> ult.H ion ~ .ilre.:id y me ntione d. 

TII F. OPl'Ol<'IUNITIL!, IOH A NLW RFLATIONSIIIP 

f o r Llw 11 cxt s tep !> ...1l o ng lht• r o ad t o tuller co mmuni ,, n 

till' di a l ogu l' be rwel·n o ur <..l1urc lH•.., mu•,t bui I d upo n wh.1t h.1 s b,:cn !:> <> 

l ..1 r ..1 <..hiev<'d . Uu r pn•dc lcsso r s c l.timC'd , in the <.. o nclusi on t o !I'll' 

Fina l Re por t , th.it "the c u n vc r g1•11u: wou ld app c,1r t o l Jll 101· 

t h t' e !:> t c1b l i ~hi11b u l ,1 n<'w rel..1tl o n s l11p be twef'n ,,ur Chur<..lw !-o" (p.lJll) • 

Thl• r e~ p o n ~e o l ou r t w<J cl1urd1e s to tlw ir wu rk e n .1ble s u s to t> u gget>l 

new s t e p !> . We ho pe th ,1 t th (' ,1uthu riti e!, in our two c ommu11io11s who 

h.rve the r C's p o 11 '>il>i lit y f1 1 1· de t i<.li11 g 0 11 !:> IHh 111.1tt c r !:> will g ive these 

,; u g ~~,·~ ti o n '> th ei r c. rn· (ul con s ider ,J ti un . 
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1 • Both Anglican:, dnd Ruman CJlho li cs :, ho uld be e n couraged , wh e re 

the se rvi ces o{ their o wn c hurc h dre not available, to a ttend the 

wo rship o l the o ther c hurch, eve n though Lhey may no t be d ble tu 

receive communion. 

2. In 1%8 th e Mdlta Report p roposed (12) the excha nge o f preacher s 

l o r the homil y during the c elebrat i o n of the eucharist "without pre 

judice to the rno re general regulJtions contJined in the Direc t o ry" . 

Our n e w relationship offrrs the o pp :> rtunit y to r ea li se this a!ipira ci on. 

) . Th e promis e cu rrentl y required of th e Catholic pJrtner in an 

1nter-c. h ,r ,_h m 1r r iJgc could be replaced by c1 jo int promi se in which 

the co upl e undert a ke t oge the r to bring up their c hildren a:, Chri:,tian s 

Jnd t o be r ecepti ve t o the mini s tr y o[ b o th c hurche s a :, i t b o ffer e d 

lu tl1t• n. Th i ., p r , posa l pre supposes J commitme nt t o j<,inl pas t o r a l 

c.He ( 10 J bovc) . 

4. From time t J t i r:c r e a s ons o f Lon sc ic ncc .:i nd perso n;:i I g rm,<:h 

in l..1ith l ead a n 1nd1viduJI Homan Cathol ic to become an Ang ll c,rn 

o r an Angl ic.Jn to become J Homan c ~1thol l c. . Su c h :rn event need n o t 

be ..in o b s t .1c. l e co ccuni1·ni c.il goudwi 11. Th e> twc, c hurc hes s h o u Id a t 

th i s :, tagt r e v iew th e rituJI ,md p,1s t ora l conduce o f Reception :, , 

lo ens u re- thJ L Jn y tr1u111ph..1lht 11 o t c i :, .ivo ided • 

'.i . I t wuuld be d pprop riat e l o r olh,, r l'rimdtc s in the ,\nglic.in Ct11rvnuni u11 

b1• si d e the· Arc h bl s h o p o f C.1111. cr bur y t,, mP t• t th P P<'P•· I r L•m t in1<' t o 

timL' J '> orr ,1'> i o n m.i y Jrls<'. 

u. The Hum..in C,1Lh<ol le Church m.i y gr.1 11l l' e rml -, -, l u n in g ,.n11• r.tl t,•rm•, 

f o r i\ng l l L<Hl!> to r ccC'l VI' lhP Jlolv CL1nu11u11iun 0 11 ~pcr 1.il u c c .1 s iu 11 s 

o r in s pl' Ci J1 n l·cd. Fu 1 t hL•r 1nogrl's :, 0 11 1! uc hc1rl:,tl c c, h.irin g mu c; l 

tJ.tit up on J lull P r r ruignil ion o l Lite Angllc,:111 ml11i s tr y by till· Rum.1n 

C,1thulit Churd1. Tlii ~ 4u e'> tlo11, th p rl'l u rc, IH' lO llll' !> llH~ m.1j,>r is s u <· 

whi c h d crn.1nds the s pccdi<•s t JJ O!-> •d bl c rP .,o lut i Llll, 

l o 1.11c111cur.1tc thi s II C! W phds1• ln o ur rc lJt iunc,hip , 1 !> Ui l.i b lP 

I It urgy JI ,,.,i,: lhe I i ne s o l r h ~1r u -;P d i 11 C.111t c rbury C.:i t!IC'dr.:i I i n J 1)82 
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could be published for wide use in cathedrals and parish churches. 

This might also be an appropriate moment for a new Col!lllon Declaration 

by the Pope and the Archbishop of Canterbury, involving bishops from 

each communion, affirmi ng publicly the faith we ho1d in common on 

the eucharist, ministry and authority in such terms as the reception 

of the final Repor t permits • 
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