
i t o r r Ln~ ton S u b - Comn l s s i o n 

ARCIC-II 77 ( 88 l 

• THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN and GROWTH IN COMMUNION 

I 

Situation 

• 

II 

,:-pretation 

1. Anglicans and Roman Catholics already share a 

real but imperf e ct communion. This invo l ves a 

mutual responsibility to reflect and comment upo~ 

issues which might in the past have been regarded 

as of solely internal concern. 

2. The statements and decisions of both Communions 

on the ordination of women, and their practica l 

consequences, do not destroy this imperfect 

communion. Their impact on growth towards fuller 

communion must be explored. 

3. a) The officia l Roman Catholic position as stated ir. 

4. 

Inter Insigniores is that the Church does n o t 

cons ider itself authorised to change an unbroken 

tradition of the Church, uni versal in th e East a nd 

in t h e West. 

b) Anglican Provinces which have ordained women t o 

the priesthood see this as an authentic de ve l opmen t 

of the tradition and actually r equired b~ th e 

mi ssion of th e Church. No o ther Anglic~ n P r o vine ~. 

hav e brok~n c o mmunion with th e m. 

Th e s e po 5 it1 o ns will pre clude th e f ull rcco gni t i o r 

a nd 1nt e rch~n geQbility of mini s t e r s , e ve n 1 f o th er 

obs tacles can b e overcome t hrou gh th e rat1 f 1cd t1 o r 



III 

Age nda 
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of agree me nt in f a ith on e uchar1st , mi n i s t r y and 

ordinati o n , togeth e r with the r eso luti on o f th e 

question of apos tolic succession. 

5 . Nevertheless , these positions do not necessari l y 

preclude some development in relation to 

euchari s ti c discipline based on agr e ement i n fait h 

on eucharist, ministry and ordination. 

~ 
6. al For Anglic a ns, th e fact of the ordination of wome n 

7 . 

8. 

is to be s ee n in the context of a continuing o p en 

process of reception by the Anglican Commu n i o n a nd 

by the univers a l Church. 

bl For Roman Catho lics, the fact o f the ord1 na t 1on c: 

women in some parts of the Anglican Communi o n h a s 

stimulated continue d r e fl e ction on thi s i ssu e ; 

results of such r e flection a r e a lre ady ev i dent 1 G 

Inter Insigniores a nd the c o rre spondence b e : we e ~ 

Rome and Cante rbur y . • 
The r o l e of wo me n and the theo l og i cal basi s a i 

that r o le i s a v it a l i ssu e r e quir ing urgen t s t ud ) 

both within and b e twe e n our two Commun ions . 

Anglic a n s and Ro man Catho lics are b oth co mmitt e d 

to thi s s tudy . 

An y Angli ca n /Rom a n Cath o li c di s cuss i o n o f th0 • 
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ordination of women must consider how the rel at1 0 r 

ship of gender to the ordained ministry touches 

the faith of the Church. Also to be weighed are 

the differing implications for communion posed by 

the ordination (or non ordination) of women to 

the diaconate, presbyterate and episcopate. 

Further, discussion must also take account of the 

wider context of ecumenical experience and dialog ue 

Orthodox and Protestant - in relation to min istr y 

understood sacramentally . 

9. This continuing dialogue is itself a sign of 

and contribution to our growth in communi on. 

Future discussion would need to begin with a 

consideration of the context of the question : both t he 

relationship of women and men in contemporary cultures 

and the developing r o le of women in both Communions, 

e.g. the Churches' experience of women 's extended sacr a 

mental, teaching and pastoral functions . 

Examination of how the relationship of gender tc 

the ordained ministry touches faith would need t o 

consider biblical inte rpre tation and the question o : 

the openness o f trudition 1n the light of perceptions 

of revelati o n , christology, anthropology, symboli sm , 

sacrament u l r epresentation , a nd the Churc h as a s i g n of 

the Kingdom. 
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Attention s ho ul d also b e paid t o matters 

relating t o au t h or ity and ecclesiology . Thi s would 

i nv o l ve s t udy of Anglicun prov incial autono my and inter 

dependenc e and how decis ions on matters of faith and 

o rder a re made a nd r ece ive d when there are di vis i o n s 

a mo ngs t the Churches. The diff e r ~ng 1mpl1catio ns o f 

the o rdinat i o n o f wo me n t o the diaconate , presby terat e 

and e p iscopate dema nd c o nsideration of the unique rol~ 

o f the episcopate as the link o f communion be twee n the 

local and u niversal Church. 

Permeating the who le quest i on i s the intimat e 

re l a tions hip between truth , commun ion and unit y . 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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