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The Eccles i ol ogy of Rc concili3tion 

1 ) S.A.L7ATi or; A.::n THE CHURCH : GROUP A 

ARCIC- II 8 ( 83) 

1 . The Church '.l s t h e r e concile d and r e c onci l ing community 

Quote Finol Reryor t Int r o . Dnr a . 8 , l as t t wo sen t e n c es . 

. Scripture requi r es a •·,ide r ange of i mage s t o e xpr ess the 
s1gnif'ic:mcc and coraprehcnsi veness of v:hat God has don e in Chri s t 
f or the s alvation of the \7o rld . These images :lr e c ompl ementary 
and C'J nr..o t b e taken ···h ~lly i n i sol at i on . 

e . g . Rc c J nc i li~tion - stre ssing r e sto r e d r e lat ionships 

Adopti on 

Rece n cr'Jt1 on 

- b elong ing t o God ' s family 

n nc.-, b e g inning a nd the s e ed of' a new l i f e 

:;e-·.- e re ::i tion - r n rl i C<ll chtrnr-e 

Rt:-deapt i on - frcedo□ a t a p r i ce And ne,, 0 1·:ner shi p 

Jus t i:~icri tion - '1 n c,·.- strrnding in t he eyes of Go d 

8 '1ncti f i ca t i on - Chri s t-l i keness o f life 

All thrt '1Vnil s fo r l!l'ln 1 s salvati ..,n i s t h r ough God ' s g r a c e 

n ncl f or God ' " gl o r y . Al l is Go d I s g i f t t o his Chur ch, t o b e 

er-ibodi cd in 1 t ,.. : i f e :rnd □ini ste rcd t o t he 1·;or l d . 

2 . Sa lvntio n ~G comnl c t c and in nr o cess 

The d i f f' c rillfT \lays 11i thi n our t r10 Comf'lunions of $peaking of 

salvati on ~r ise , a t lc ')s t in p '1rt , fron our ~el e ction a nd e muh a s i s 

u 0on on e o r oth r r of these Bibl ic'll inngcs . Such s elec tivity 

affe ct s i n +c r ".l1 ct 'lt ion, ... i th rol enic~ c "l.u sing furt h e r pol '1ri s-:i. tion . 

c .,ntr v c r sy c :rnc er ns ·,hnt ·c b cl i c ve t o b e comple te n nd 

n e e ding n'.J .-,ddi t:!.on in the env ing '"Ork c) f Chri~t thi t hns been 

r co.liscd in uo '111'1 nh '1 t '"C h Ll i cvc to b e the essC'nt i nl, God- g i ven 

nr0 ccss of a r o•.,th. "rnil ::: t the n t •·, 0 '1nm c ts r f r,nlvntion n r c 

<liP tinct, they c n1rno t b e s e ve r e d . The y '1rc g i vcn rrncr" mcntal 

cxprrssion in th{ li ' 0 of t h e Church - b n pti sm , thC' unrcpeat'1bl e 
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~ppropriation of t h e b 8n c fits o f Chr i s t ' s pass i on; e u ch,ri s t , o 

c ontinuing CTeans of g r n cc, b ut only b e c a u se i t i s a n nnqmne s i s 

Of' Chri s t ' s rav ing wor k . Ini t i at i o n a n d spi r i t u a l growth a r e all 

o f g r a c e t h r ough the g ift of God ' s Son a n d t h e a i f t of t h e Ho l y 

Sp i ri t . 

3 . J ustif ic"ltion 

In the 1·rri t ing of P :-iul J u sti f i c ;:ltion , n f o r e n s i c i mage , 

erriph as i ses the ne,v standing of b el i ev e r s i n Ch ri s t . I t i s 

f God I G de cl,r,t ion of a c qui ttal fo r sinne r s b e ctrnse of ,·,h a t Chri s t 

h as a lre ady d0ne . Jus ti f icotion stems ·-,ho l l y f'r om the g r a c e o f 

Goa , i c mr:i.dc poss ible by t h e ,1cnth of Chri s t and mu s t b e 

aup r opriots:l. by i.,o. ith, whe r eby t h e ju-Jtifi e d a r c r e c t.. i v c d int o the 

body of' Ch r ist (Rooan s 3 : 2,1 ; 5 : 9 ; 5:1 ) . '"/hcreos j u stifica tion 
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i n Paul i a a !!lore co□prchcnsive t e r m than h ns often b e.en n r guc d , 

y e t the re i s a l ogic3l p r ior ity in the l a nguage of o c quitta l over 

the ensui ng p r occ:ns o:f s o nctif icn t ion , ,., • i c ll i c equall y · m t r i n s i c 

t o th, divine purnose of r-ol vntion. I t is t o t h i n evi dence of 

jus ti fi c ~t ion thn t Janee r e f e r s (Jome s 2 : 18- 26 ) . Chri s t inn 

nss1.:r nncc of salv~ti :)n ic thus f o unded u pon the ·vor k of Chri :: t and 

the p r oni ~c of God . 

,1 . Gr o1.,th in the Life o f Gr '"l c e 

1.7hil c t hr , .. hol e p rocC'SS o f spi r i tual p;r ov,th o f t h e '11cmbc r o of 

the body of Chri ~t dc 1 c ndc on t h e g r n c c o r God , thi s doc a not 

over - ride huma n f rcc do~ b u t r nth~r C'l rri r o it t on nl n l rvcl o f 

TC' 'lli Cr!. t ion . Thi s i i l UJ:i j n 'lt,, 8 the J:,•·· T, nt:-\r11cnt tc n chinp; nhou t 

r e",,, r ,1.G , i n .. ,hi ch G0,l cr1 i"m□ M 'l r n , ... l ftn (Ml"\t t hcw 25 : 2~; 

2 Ti r.10 th:,• 4 : 8 ) 
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Furthe r '.1ork 

I n prepnr ~tion f or the nGxt meeting · e need t hree p aper s : 

1 . The Scriptura l t c~ching on juAtific~tion ~nd salvat ion; 

2 . A hi ot or i cal u ~pc r on sixteenth century con t r ovc r s i cG 

concer ni ng j u s tific,tion ~nd nodcrn r e - evaluation of 

thom . 

3. 
' 

A rc ~or t en the di GCUGs innc c ncc r ning j usti f ic~tion 

b r t · ccn Lu •hc r 'lns ~nd Roma n C, thol i cG • 

I t rr e~s ITi se t o delay cnnridcr '1ti0n of mor~l i nsue s fo r t he t ime 

being. but l , tcr it will b e necLosnr y t o cnn s idcr nuLc t iono of 

mor[\1 t cachint: '1Uthori t y and .7C t hod . 
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