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• ARCIC- I I 9 ( 83 ) 

The Eccl~niol o g:y of Re concili8t i on 

1 ) SALVJ..TI OH A1ID THE CHURCH: GROUP B 

The e-roun ·•1-,5 i mDresGed ·:1i th the Final ReT1ort o f ARCI C-I, 

e spec i all y p a r a £ra nh 8 of the Int r odu ction which i s semi nal . 

And fo r p r r ci s ely that r eason i t 1 s r e comnended t o \ rr i te A. 

succinc t commc n tnr y on t h :i t oar agr"ph dr'1"Jing out t h e r i ch a nd 

i nportnnt i dea ::: relating t the theme of ' Sa lva tion a nd t h e 

Chur ch ' nnr-1 ,l o!lf:'" t h e f ol lo1·,i~ l ine s . 

1 . s ~v e r ~l t e r ~s such as j ucti f icat i on, oacrR~ent e tc . h s v e 

• b e come r e d fl ogs f or hi ct oricnl r c~sons (er Authority ~ 5.21). To 

get ove r t h i s ''hist nric,l c,pt ivi t y " of l!l'.H1Y oer c::mc , it i s , 

perh.., po , b eet t o oeck the baric thrus t of t h e ~eccag e of 

onlv,t 1on by gTa cc t hrough foith (cf. Ep h. 2 : 8 ) 

• 

• 

(~ ) the n..,r '.l dox of the life of f a ith, e . g . s i r.ml jus tus , 

~i mul nc ccn tor , □ '1VP d but in hope ( c f . Rom. ); Gr,tuitou s 

n ..,~urc of onl vntio n ..,nd y r t ,t ~he sn□c t i □e cnl l 1ng 

f ' r sr- ns t 0 ··,or k out the ir s , l ·.rettion in f c a r nncl 

trc•nb l i np; . ThllO snlv:"lt i on in , "kind o f continuing 

o.cccp t ..,nco of one ' c b c.r: inni ng" ( cf Chrysost om) ; 

(b ) Thr divr r ce i □~cco ured f or t he b□ ~ ic conccnt : 

Juntific,ti on, Rc conc i lint i on , Rr demption, S, cri f ice 

c t c . Since 1Jn i m'.JGC c xnrconcr truth t o n c onte xt , 

r .., ch i m:"l~i:! nr•r:: d:::i t o b t' compl rnentc a. by othe r s . ironc of 

thr-:c in.,,~c::; rm nt b e ::-ocn ln c xc i n rj ve t cr nc . Furthe r mor e , 

thr. r r Lc. n•'1'rl f or rcnsi t i v i t y t ,, tho f Rct t h'1t the 

ch oire of nn i m,r;r i:- often inf1u2ncc d by the context 

n nc1 hint or icnl ~1 t. ,Y1ti on. Tl tt r t f o1'c, the r e ir; nocc1 

f o r f '"l ithful nr ::;::; t , t lw c nntrxt, nnnt n.nd ,--ircocnt, 

orieiw1l nnrl c ·ntc,Ppo r 1r y .in i n t< r p r e t ntion nnd 

r,' t r nnc1 -, t i rrn. Thin i!"i n. ,.,., rntne :"lp;nins t t'"llcing p□ rioagcs 

o r i rtco.s in i sol nti on ,ml out of C"lntc xt . 
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Fn ith (i . e . a cccn t once of the Lordship of Chri s t) a nd 

t he c >..--pressions nn d life- f orms of it . Fa ith Hhich 

f i nds i t o ne cessary e xnr c ssion in l i f e :rnd wor ks , 11i th 

c on.::;cquent sh a ring in God 1 3 g i ft of sal v8 tion i s ~ispl ayed 

in gr o1 , th in h ol iness and conf:,1•mi ty to th€ likeness of 

Chri ct . 

( d ) 'Ihc Church no II r e c oncile d by God a nd r e conci l ing the 

1·mrl d t o God , ev'rnge l izcd 'lnd y e t al so evangel izing 

fo r God, g, t hc r e d by Go d nnd y e t gathering o t h e r s fo r 

God11 (Augustine ) . Th e po int of thi s st'1tcment i s thqt 

' ' 1h:1 t c v Er na y b l? i; i vcn :m a done in Chri :;t c - rri c s wi th i t 

3 r cspon oi b i l ity "Ind nl ccssity on the b elie v er in Chri s t . 

•:1hnt, v c r c l cc Salv'1 t i.on may mcon, i t n l so i nvo l ves the 

nco 0 l e of God continuiJll; the r' i '= 3i on of J e cus ( c f II Cor . 

-5:19fL It i ::; i r. tln c- r c g"lr t1 t h,t cxDr •_G s i cn::: like 

' the Chur ch '1~ 1:1 , i Gn ', ' th( Church ;i c s:tcr., 1 ,cnt' e t c . 

h- vc comcti n □ b een u ccd . 

( c ) Thr r c i:::- n r rr1 t o clc ·u, u n hi r; t 0 r :y - :->C'V<"T 'll of our 

nr ob l c n c hr v ,' M ::- t ,r1c'11 cornron c nts . Bu t · hen th'1t i s 

r e cogni~Pr) , thr::-c i s n,'cd to n ave int n t h e c ,:m tcmr>ornr y 

wo rld in •·,h i ch s c:- ric o f thane hi, .tn r icnl '1cci tlcntc "Ire no 

P A~Cr A t o be do ne 

1 . A h i :1 t oric.,l n,rt r r,ltich t x.,· 1in 1'G ho,, f nr hi r; t 1) r ic'1l tlLhri t c ri 
'.': i th r c(""lrrl t 0 j u nti1'ic·1 t i ,n h '1Vl b <'rn ov, rc nm1..' l Jt1ny . 

2 . Juc ti1 ic'1tl,,n -i n,] Ot ltt r I r•,rr r c u f S·\ l'✓ '1 ti on. This i " t 0 
CY. '1Ti r-,· h o•,, ,iw:tlfi c·1t i 1n r 1 l •it1, t ,, n t h, l' b lbl i c '1. l i r.i 7 rrco of 
cc1.l v ·,t1,)n '1 l1 '1 t 0 ~c.< •·•h• t h, 1· ll 1c lllrtfl r c onvc r r; c in n ny ,··:iy . 

• 
- ThC' Church n n 1 th r 1lis1 n -·\t i 11 n n f '1'·1c c . :; . 
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