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MAKE STRAIGHT HIS WAY 

Stages on the Road to Unity 

tl~l-~"JJ~(~) ~ ~7~ 
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INTRODUCTION (1 1~ 5) 
In 1977 the Episcopal Committee for Ecumenism ( Roman Catholic 
Church) and the Commission for Ecumenical Affairs (Uniting Church) 
appointed members to a joint Working Group. We have explored 
some areas of understanding that exist between the two churches 
and we are grateful for the opportunities given to us as members 
of that group to grow together in faith and hope and lov e. 

In 1979 the Working Group presented a statement entitled "A Common 
Understanding of Baptism" which was subsequently endorsed by the 
Australian Episcopal Conference and by the Assembly of the Uniting 
Church in Australia. Where attent i on has been given to t h i s 
statement members of our churches have had preconceptions mod i fied 
and some misunderstandings removed. 

We believe that the time has now come for us to draw the attention 
of those who appointed us to a number of developments which have 
led us further along the path of understanding. Should the 
authorities of our churches see fit to give this report wide 
circulation in the two churches concerned , our e xperience could 
be shared by others. Many in the parishes of our churches have 
already some awareness of their common faith. We would e xpect 
that wide dissemination of a list of gains in recent years will 
increase that awareness and give to many a greater appreciation of 
that unity which is both Christ's gift and task for his Church. 

I. SOME MISCONCEPTIONS 

There is no doubt that in the past popular stereotypes have 
distorted mutual understanding. It is a human failing to compare 
the best of one's own thought and practice with a poorer represen
tation of other points of view. Long after responsible persons 
have cleared their minds of crude misrepresentations, time-worn 
prejudices may linger. 

That is not to say that when misunderstandings have been removed 
we shall necessarily agree. We hold no such expectations, but we 
believe that it may then be possible to state the areas of dis
agreement in such a way as to indicate a creative way forward. 

Meanwhile it may be helpful to give some examples 
misunderstanding and to indicate how further studies 
to correct misrepresentations. 

of areas of 
have helped 

a) In Doctrine we have frequently misconstrued each · other, s 
intentions or purposes. Roman Catholics generally saw Protes
tants as rejecting essential aspects of the Christian faith and 
themselves as defending it in all its divinely-inspired tra
ditional patterns. Protestants generally saw Roman Catholics as 
maintaining a distorted version of the true biblical faith and 
themselves as reforming it to its original proclamation . In 
fact, at its best, ea~h was concerned with the same ultimate 
goal the preservation of the central doctrine of God 's 
saving work in the incarnate, crucified and ris en Lord. 
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- • - ~ 1 la _ -~he- discussion of justi fication a dichotomy arose' - f .ai th • 
. against• good ··works' , one element stressed . against . the other • 
, Th~ \r~ality ~as ihit both traditions were . ~once~rted -~o , preserve 
the <H.vine ini.tiative. in human salvation, but ne;i.ther could 

- - -:> - .fin~ : a commoh_ly ·_a ccept<!ble· way - to reconcile the m~ral _ respon
$ibility · of human beings with the freedom and sovereignty of 
God. On this issue there are in fact differences of approach 
within each tradition - - as well as between them . 

1 Ci I ~: ,- ., ·.~ ..:- .. :, . 
,~ - - There :were _diffe~ing approaches to · the sacraments, to the 

Eucharist ln particular. These - differences· were commonly mis
represented as a contras~ 1between overstress by Roman Catholics 

- - 'l on ·the realist·ic aspects of Christ's presence and overs tress b y 
: .; - ; -Pro€estan_ts _ of .the symbolic or sign di"mension . In fact, both 

~~aditions- -~ecognize that any adequate · understanding of the 
: ~ =pr~s~hce of ' ch~ist in the Eucharist must hold the two aspects in 

:; ::. .. · - · - th-=:· , tenlioh 't~ t attends all the mys_ter ies of the fa i th . 
.>: Therefore ; wbile it is still the case that Roman Catholi c s 

- -1 - often ~t-r-~s~ ~ the presence o.f Christ · in the elements and Prate s- • 
. ) -~ants in$lpt .upon the presence of Christ to the congregation, 

~ :: 1 • : these · are "not mu tu-ally exclusive alternatives. Likewise, in 
4 

... : ! ~ calling the Mass a sacrifice Roman Catholics did not have in 

mind any multiplication of the once-offered sacrifice of Christ. 
Nor did Protestants deny that the remembrance of his sacrificial 
self-offering was a key element in the Eucharistic memorial. 

b) 

' - I 

In Practice for many , sectarian antipathy often arose from 
dev~tional and cultural practices which they perceiv ed as alien. 
The different traditions of architecture, conduct of worship and 
aeVotional- _aids such as · rosaries·, statues, incense - or their 
apsence w~~e ±dsntified as expressions of substantial differ-

· -ence: . 
r -:.) ':' . 

In- rece~·t years, sharing in the study · of the scriptures, in 
, ,wo:r::stri::p .and in prayer-

0

- h-as..'... ov.erc:ome much of the alienation and 
misunderstanding : This . has ·.engendered a growing appreciation 

. and 1 . . =- acoepta -nce of · one another's practice . 

• II. -~ijB . CALL TO GROW TOGETtt&R ECUMENICALLY 

~ a) · Now that past controversies are more distant and a s pirit o f 
· mutual trust is growing in our churches, we wi s h to r es po nd t o 

. . 
' . 

. b) 

• ' l 

. the • movement - of I the Spirit ca.lling to Chri s ti a n unity by 
- striving to grow further ~n mutual understanding. Thu s we mus t 
open our min'ds to a fuller grasp of divine truth, appr e ciating 
that ,this one truth c·an qe experience d in a diversity of ways , 
which help to bririg out its inexhaustible richness. 

-AS: wer ea.ch _look more deeply into our own heritage we do s o not 
in a~pi~it of paiiisans hip or with a d es ire simply to r e it e rate 

: toe expressions · 'ano fprms of the past, but r a th e r to di s cover 
more clearly the s _h a r ,~d he!i t a ge of faith h a nde d on by both our 
t~aditions~ In this process we need the a s s i s t a nc e of e ach othe r 
in order to see events and formulations in prope r hi s torica l 
perspective. Such cl~rifisation of the issues c a n lead to that 
re_newa~ . of .;:IDind 1 

• whi,c-h is· essential to our unity in Christ . • 
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c) Local study and sensitive discussion of material from conver
sations such as ours could enrich parish life and our ' ~bllity to 
proc!aim the Gospel in Austral-ia. We are.' encourag~d gr.eatly by 
the Jtgreements and_ convergences that hay~ be~n achi_eved • inter-

· nationall.y as ~he _re.sul t of Roman' -Ca"\:h6l~c - '!:letJ~pdis-t and Roman 
Cath'olic - Reformed dialogues. Out· 1dialogue has it~ -own con
tribu't~ion to make to Austra1i•an ecumenism.· t o wor~hi.p, ·doctrine 

d) 

and witness. : :, 
I'. ' . . , 

Along with our- earnest hope for mutu-al gro'wth into · 'unity we 
must realistically r~cognize that members ~nd c~ergy of_ churches 
grow at varying P.ace ., ., Ecumenical cha-rrs;i_es have · of_ten. - appeared 
to threaten long held identity . · Much needs to be .9one in 
parishes to show triat such change can · lead to deeper approp
riation of universal Chr-istian conviction. As . part; --: pf that 
search, disagreements responsibly held and clearly -s-tat~d, can 
often bring deeper ipsight into the rict}n~s·s ·of .~hat:: ,faith. 
That has been our experience . Local ecu~•e·ni.sm . must 11.nclude 
frank recoqni tion of dififerences without p-erm~ftinci_ tl)~m , to have 
the last word. Exploration of common worship., mutu~l- service, 
prayer, local co-operative proj.ects and witnes~ . t~ our 7 yision of 
social justice here and overseas can all contri~ute to . awareness 
of how much we have in . common · fri Jesus ·' Christ . 

. III. STAGES ON THE ROAD TO UNITY 

•::i 

The process to full union takes place by stages . some of · which have 
already been passed. We recognize this to• b.e the work of the Holy 
Spirit who moves our hearts . and minds towards· :unity. We feel 
impelled by the same Sp'.fri t to ask of the ,,members of our ct:furches 

· to examine their experience ·and ask whe.ther they too have b'een led 
to a greater awareness of unity by the following factors: 

C - • . l -

1. Our recognition of each other's bapfism was~ major ~tep ~awards 
unity. It means that we recognize 'each o~her. as members - of the 
Body of Christ• ~nd acknowledge in · each ot~er _ tDe reality of the 
sacramental source of our common life in Christ. 

2. We hold that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments :....b.ear 
decisive witness to the ·faith" we hold in ·common, We have not 
found that our differences concerning the extent of the canon of 
the Ola Testament substantially diminish the understanding of 
the Christian faith which we , ~hare. 

) . we each receive the ancie'nt Christian Creeds _ the 
Apostles' Creed and the.-Nic-ene Creed - as au.thoritative ~tate
ments of the faith we share, and 'we ,acknowledge, the value of the 
Ecumenical Councils of the early Church , -in which the genuine 

' Christian faith was def~nded and 'hande'd on. 

4'. In the scholarl rise of stud in the scri tures ~n'd the 
events and documente of Chrietian istory we have . benefited 
greatly from the work done in both our traditions , ,and a cemmun
ity of scholarship bridging d ~nomi~ational differences has 
emerged. This common searc~ for truth helps ~o bind our 
churches together . 

• 
_ 5. The problem of the place of tradition in Christian life and 
~ thought is now seen to be less-=d~1.7· ~v~i~s~i~v::::e-:t~h~a~n:--~1.~t~w~a-=-=s=-t~h~o~u=g~h=-t..!!..!t~o~ 

be by Catholics and Protestants in the 16th century. on the 
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• Protestant side th e re 15 now a clea r er unde r st and 1 n g .:-0£ ·the fa c t 
that the Sc ripture s are re a d fr om w1 t h 1 n t he histor i cal Chr i st 
i .6-n co-imunfty. whil e on th e Ca tholi c side the . need for the 
Church to be cont 1nually challenged by t h e Scriptures is more 
fully recognize~. 

6. In l1turg1cal worship we us e at t i mes the s a me transl a tions of 
t h e Ser 1pture ( e.g. t he Re vised Standard Version), . and just as 
~e f ollow the same basic struc tu re of the liturgical year, so we 
f o l low i n lar9e measure the s ame cyc le of Sunda y readings. The 
unifying power of the s a me Wo rd of God be i n g p r oclaimed in our 
respe c t1ve churche s Sund ay by Sund a y should not be underest i 
ma ted . 

7. In o u r o rders of Eucharistic se r vic e we draw from ancient 
Chr is tian traditions, and seek also t o a d apt o ur liturQies to 
the needs of t od a y. In att e n d ing e ac h o ther's Eucharistic 
l1turg1es and in studying each other"s lit u r gical . boo k s we 
recognize many common features; t hese h el p us to feel at h ome . 
despite the dif fere nc es between ou r chu rc h e s. We l ook forw a r 
t o the day when participa tion together at t h e one Eucharistic 
t a ble w1. ll manifest t h e fulness of o u r commun i on in C h rist. 

8 . The expe rience o f prayi ng togethe r over t he y e ar s has bro ug h t u s 
to re s pe c t and v alue the sp i r it of fait h a nd praye r t ~ at we find 
1 n each other, and has t a u g ht us to app recia te t he d i v ersity of 
spirit u al trad1t1ons tha t has d e ve l o p e d i n o ur c hurches, 
manifesting the ri chne s s of th e Christian li fe . 

9 . Our commo n witness to Chri s t a nd hi s Gos p el in wha t are o ften 
ve ry sec ula·r sur,roundi. ngs h a s h e lped to bind us t ogether. In 
t he Soc i al Justice _Statements of 1 983 ( " Chang i ng Australi a ) and 
198• (" It ' s a Rocky Ro ad'' ) we ha v e examples of ho w the appropri 
ate agencies of sever a l - c h u r c h es in Australia can take a joi n t 
stand o n iss ues of i mpor tan c e i n Au stral i an Soc i ety. 

1 0 .Common action for Justi c e i n t he world and apprec1 a ti o n of the 
practical conc e r n f or t h e poo r man i fe st ed i n bo t h our traditions 
h a ve sho\.' n us mor e o f wha t we ha v e in commo n i n o ur life in. 
Christ. 

IV . rU RTHER STAGES . 

~av 1ng been broug ht thus f ar b y the Sp1r 1 t , 
ance as we look a head to fu rt her s tages on 
s e e the fo llowing tasks as im por tant:-

we trust 
the road 

1n his guid -
t o uni t y . We 

a l The furthering of grow t h in mu t ual understand1 n g a nd c o - o p e r a 
tion ~t the local parish l e ve l . 

It is fro m this de v elop i ng u n i on of mi nds and h e art s a mo ng 
Christia n pe o ple themselves and the wo rking of the S p i ri t of 
un ity and charit y 1n t hem that we h ope for sti l l g re ate r 1mpe t ~s 
1n the mo v e ment towards ful l commu ni on . • 
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b) Further dialogues between our two tr~ditions at all l.evels of 
the Church ' s life. 

In this way 
appreciated 
founded o n 

th e i nsights of each t -r adi tion c an become· better 
by all, and entrenched pos i tions which are not 
the Gospe l can be un~cov. e~r:-ed_ - and __ ~hallenged. 

cl Ex planation of our:- r espective understandi~gs of fund~mental 
issues of human ex istence. 

Considerations of suc h questio ns (e-.g · ._ marriage) bE!come i n
c:reasi ng l y c ritic a l a t a t ime wh e n there is a growing gap 
b e tween the Ch u rch ' s teaching a nd wi dely a c c eRted commu ni t y 
p ract ices. It i s expec t ed t hat this would l e a d to fur-ther 
disco ve ri e s o f po in ts o f c onvergenc e a nd d i fferen c e , n o~ only 1n 
r e lation to t he subj ec t but also to our unde r standing · of the 
nature of Au tho rity. 

d) Use o f t h e rich Chri s t ian s o urc e s of · Fa i th and cu l ture wh ich we 
share . 

In our c o nvers a tions there has been frank recogn1 tion of the 
e ffect o f cult u r a l a nd politic al factors as potent causes of 
d isun i ty i n o u r past. We have been encouraged by the many 
e xa mples, especially since World War I I , of old enemies making 
genuine peac e and becoming partners and even friends. Tb~y hav e 
done tha t with ho n ourable, but merely .secular ; motives . We are 
con fid e nt that the r i ch Christian sources of faith and . culture 
which we shar e will c ontinue to bind our two 
c hur c hes t og e the r i n true Christian esteem and affection. We 
ar e particularl y interested in e x ploring the ~reat resouices of 
liturgy, devo tion and personal prayer in eac-h other ' s t~adition 
and in encouraging the culturally creative .among our fai.thful to 
e nliv e n and r e new tho se resources where ""they h a v e t e_nded to 
b e come ha ckney P.d or d;i tcd or threadbare. ~ ' 

We ha v e n o hes itatio n in s tanding together und e r the author~ty o f 
the Trinit y a nd thus we confess: "God comes to ·u s in Jesus Christ 
through t he gif t o f the Ho ly Spirit" : God has r ~ veal~d himself in 
his Word : i n the c o venant promise inaugurated with Israe l , 
conti n ued in J es u s Christ, made pre s ently effective 1n th e p o wer of 
t he Sp i r i t . To Him we b e l o ng . . 
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