Points revealed by the Susmary

1. There is deep divislon between honestly held opinions within our Church.

2. There is ovidence of a groving coaviction on the part of an increasing number
of persens in most Provinces of the Communion that we should be moving towards
the Orcination of Woren to the Priesthood. A growing conviction does not

automatically make an actiom 'right', but is the way action is determined
within our Co=munion.

3. Lambeth ard the Anglican Consvltative Council both agree that it is appropriate
for Provinces to act indcpendently while keeping each other informed. The
fact that other Provinces remained in communion with Hong Kong after that
Diocese acted sce=s to indicate a respect for the right of dioceses or
proviaces to act.

4. There is recognition that action will affect relationships with other Churches.
Besh Lerberh ana the Anglican Consultative Council believe that ecumenical
considcrations are important, but that they should nct be decisive. "The
Churches 2f the Aaglican Ccz=unicn must make their own decisions", said the
Anglican Censultative Council of Cublin.

§. Thare is geaaral agreecent that C-dination of Woren to the Priesthood shouid
not Se seen as =n isolated act but should be a part of a continuing study
of Mdnistry. The Asglican Church sf Canada is requesting that the Lamteth
Confersnze give thic concem hWigh prisrity and that afforts be made to discern
rore clearly God's purpose in creating us male and female.

6. The Anplican Consultative Council emphasizes the importance of maintaining
unity within the Communion as action proceeds. It does not believe the issue
ije crucial enough to result im schisn.

7. The Anglican Church of Canada has acted with "due process" at each step end
has fulfilled all the requirements= agreed upon by the wider Communion acting
as a family. It has not met all the requests of individual Provinces nor
met all the points raised by {ndividuals and groups within our Cornuanion.
This is not pcssible given existing differences of opiaion.

Cornents re Ecumenical Relationships

There is rightfully real concern within cur Church about the jmpact of our 3
action en ecumenical relationships, particularly with the Crthodox, Jid Cathelic,
Polish Natiormal Catholic Church and Roman Catholic Churches. Th{s_ccv:ern :3
shared by people in favour and those opposed to the Ordination of Wonmen te I8C
Pricsthood. There is general recognition that it will constitute another
obstacle in achieving closer relationships but it is also



