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THE EIGlfl'H PROVINCIAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF THE PROVINCE OF CENTRAL AFRICA. 
SEPTEMB!R 1-2 1976. 

Minute No. 

13 MINISTRY OF We.EN - THE PRIESTBOODt 

a. Episcopal Synod put before Synod the question: "Should the 
CPCA permit the taking of steps to provide training for 
women tor ordination to the priesthood?" 

An illforcal vote waa taken by houaea, resulting in the 
folllowing:-

Laity 
Clergy 
Bishops 

7 tor 16 against 
5 fer 18 agai.nst 
2 for 6 against 

.!! I§ 
b. This Synod affirms the reqU.eat of Episcopal Synod to the 

Church of the Province of Canada not to act in the matter 
of the ordination of women to the priesthood, at least 
11ntil the Laabeth Conf'erenoe has given some clear lead to 
the churches. 

c. Synod agreed overwhelmingly that it should remait\ in full 
commwiion with any other Province which canonically ordain• 
women to the priesthood. 

d. In reply to the qU.eation: "Should a Diocesan Bishop in the 
CPCA, at hie dieoretion, in consultation with his aynodical 
authorities, be peraitted to allow women canonically ordained 
elsewhere to the prieathood to exercise their ministry in his 
dioceae?" The Synod answered overwhelmingly in the negative. 

EPISCOPAL SYNOD: 1976 i3- '5 · 'bf- 'J 7 

76.14 ORDINATION OF WCMEN 

1. The Church of Canada ' s intention to ordain w011en to the prieathood. 

Biahop Wood read the draft of a letter asking that such aotion 
be del-,.ed till after the nerl La1Dbeth Conference. It was 
unanimously agreed that this letter be sent with minor amendment. 
The final terl, posted on 11.3.76, is given in Appendix 1 to the 
minutes. Synod desired that it should receive fllll publicity in 
our diooese9, and that copies be sent to our Partnera-in-,l(iHion 
and to the ACC(Anglican Consultative Cowicil). 

2. The Ministr.y of Woaen in the Church 

Synod decided that tbi■ should be debated in Provincial Synod 
under the following heads: 

1. Is it desirable that women be given a larger place in the 
ministry of the Church, including the Lay Ministry? 

2.Should women be admitted to the diaoonate in the CPCA? 

3. Should the CPCA remain in full communion with any other 
Province which canonically ordains women as priests? 

4. Should a diocesan bishop in the CPCA, at his discretion, 
and after due consultation with hie synodical authorities, 
be permitted to allow women canonically ordained elsewhere 
t o the priesthood to exeroiae their ministry in hie diocese, 
whether on a temporary or a permanent basis? 

5. Should the CPCA permit the taking of steps to provide training 
of women for ordinati on t o the priesthood? 



APPENDIX 1 to the Min1.1t .. of Episoopal Synod Maroh 1976. 

KeHa&e from the Epiaoopal Synod of the CPCA to the Priiaate I Archbiahopa 
and Biahop1 of th• glioan Church of Canad&. 

Dear Brothers in Christ , 

CODeoious of our relationahip a■ Partner .. in-MiHion, and thankful for the 
benefits that your Churoh baa bestowed on oura in that relationahip, we 
addreaa to you th1a plea to delay your profeaaed intention to proceed with 
th■ ordination of women to the priesthood until more general agreement baa 
emerged on tbi■ iaaue within the Anglican ConmllDion. 

We ao.ltnowledge that the Canadian Church is an i■portant part of our 
Communion, and feel that this makes your proposed aotion the ■ore aignific&llt 
and, we fear, poaaibly dangerous. 

'l'he last Lambeth Conference certainly did not give our C0111111union the advice 
a■ ia sometime■ misleadingly implied, that no theological objection■ exiart 

1 

to theordination of women to the prielJthood. At the same tiae we are con­
vinced that the Anglican Consultative CoUJ1Cil baa not yet achieved auffi oient 
authority for ita recommendations to be the baaia of action in ao controversial 
a matter, which involves a serious departure from 01.1r anoient tradit i on -
serious enough to threaten the undefined bond■ that bind Anglican• together. 

We therefore aak: you to delay action in this matter, at least until &fter 
the next La111beth Conference, at which it can be established whether or not 
a sufficient conaensus exist■ in our Co■a1union for ua to proceed with thi s 
grave, though po■eibly desireable 1 step. 

* • * * * * 

EPISCOPAL SYNOD 1974 (ES34) 

Minute No. 

74021 ORDINATION OF WCJ(EN 
BJ.Mabula's paper (71/1/B, oiroulated) waa received with i nterested 
and thanks. It was agreed: 
1. That it ia not practicable to proceed actively in this matter•at 

the preaent tillle in any of the dioceses of the Province(unanimous) ; 

2. To accept the ACC'a recoamendation 1973 (p.41,(i ) , Pin M) - "that, 
where aey au.ton0110118 Province or the An«lioan Cc,11111111ion decide• to 
ordain women to the priearthood, thi■ ahould not cause any break in 
communion in our family." (pas•d 6 to 1) ; 

It was further agreed th&t there should be debate in Provincial 
Synod in 1975 on a resolution designed to provide some anm,er to 
Resolution 28 a and o of the 1971 ACC (pp 38, 39 Tis N) . 

BISHOP MABULA' S PAPER 

Ordination of Wp11en to the Priesthood 
Nowadays i t ia being argued t hat t here ia hardly any work in the worl d whioh 
woaen are i ncapable of doing. T hroll8'h experience i t has been proved beyond 
doubt that w01114tn are capable of doing •oat j obs i ncluding thoae whi ch in the 
past were regarded as ex<ilaively men's j obs. Toda,y, it is poin~• d out, there 
are w01Mn doctors, aoientiate, Univeraity profeHors, Pri•~ 111.nutera, !lillasaador• 
and many other■• It w01118n are capable of doing all these Jobe, why ahould they 
be debarred from ordination i n t he ohuroh of God? 

Perhapa those who are arguing i n favour of or d.e.ining women Ila:/ be right i and 
it woul d be wrong f or ■ost of us who are a&'ainst the idea - t hat ordination to 
the prielJthood should now incl ude women as well - t o r u i at it against the wixh 
and mi nd of Je■ua Chr i st which He 1a now r evealing in t hem through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Nevertheless, t hough I can speak only f or Za111bi a and not f or ot he: co~triead 
a s f ar a s Zambia i s concerned our wo11en are not r eady yet for or d1nat ~n:,if 
I 11111 r i ght t o es,.y th&t t he majority of women t he•selvea are not enthu a 
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about it. Perhaps t he situation may change i n the next one or two decades, 

cont ••• 
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Bbhop ■abula'a Pap,r oont •• • 

~d then wou.ld be the ti• when we ahou.ld be~n to think and talk about 
-sne ordination ot voeen, the time when the aajority of woaen themaelve■ 
would a.how readine•• and ct.sire tor ordination. 

In Zambia it ia not a new thing for ■oae woaen '\o hold reaponeible poaition■ 
i n aooiety and to do the work which oou.ld be regarded u 1Nn 1 a joba. Before 
the comi.Ag of we.tern influence to Central Urica there were, according to 
the hiatory of aazq- Zambian tribea, wOlllen who roH to poeitione of ~a.t i 
iaportance and innuenoe i n the aooiety. Thus there were ohieftaines•• who 
riiled over tri bea, villa&e head•oaen, wcaen sorcerer■ and propheteaaee to the 
sapreae Spirit called Leaa. One thing however is worthy of note and it ia 
thia. Altho~h there aroae propheteaaea to Lesa ldlo e:r.eroieed great infiuenoe 
in the sooiet:,, when it ca11e to the actual offering of aaorif'ice to Leaa on 
behalf of the '\ribe, this performance wu let't entirely to men to caziry out. 

In the Old TestaMnt we are told that in Iarael'a hiatory t here were a011e 
woaen who rose to position• of great int'luenoe in the aociet:,. Niriam is 
f•lled a prophetess (Ex.1520); Deborah was both a prop.betesa and a judge 
t.111dgea 44) . There were also propheteaeea connected with the Temple in 
J er11salem, and chief a111ong thoae waa Huldah (2 Kings 22 : 14, 2 Cbron. 34 : 22) . 
Ione of thoae aentioned above is reported to have exercised in the temple the 
work of perfor11ing aoarifioe to Yahweh. 

If our Lord, as it is alleged, waa influenced b;y the aocial ei tuation of the 
time, which regarded women aa inferior to aen; and if thia was the reaaon why 
He did not include w011en aaong Hie oloeeat friend•, the ai t11ation c ould have 
changed now in the West with the Ml&DOipation of woaen. The door c ould then 
have been opened for woaen to j oin the prieethood long before now. Bat the 
tact that the ai tuation ha• Nll&ined the same tor soae 2000 years c ould onl:, 
aean one thing - that the majority of women still feel instinctively that 
prieathood is a aan•• job. In view of this attitude on the part of the 
majority of vocnen it would be wrong for the Church to give in to the d.eaand 
of the few in order to pleaae them. It' in due courae the ChW'Ch llhould agree 
to ordain women, the door llho11ld not open only to the few, auch aa elderl:, 
wOll8n or women with stable marriage■, wt 1io all voaen who have the vocation. 

The few women who are demanding that the Church imat open the door for the 
ordination of voaen to the priesthood are not completel:, aure and convinced 
themselves that the time ia ripe now. TheN voeen are in tact isolated troa 
the aa,jority who are still opposed to the idea. They find theaselvea bet .. en 
the two gro11ps. To take aa an example the United Church ot Zambia where the 
ordination of woaen has beenaocepted, the only expatriate voean minister find.a 
it tough to work with her male fellow ministers. The:, do not in praotice 
recognise her aa their eqaal. in the IDi.nistry of the Church. She bitterl:, 
oomplains against thie attitude to which ahe is a11bjected by her male O► 
workera. 

In addition, at the United Church• a ■iniaterial College a Zaabian wau.n 
etudent was admitted aoae two years ago to train along with aale eta.dent•• 
In the eourN of her etlldi.es llhe found it i■pe■aible to atud;y along with 
the male students at the College ai■pq beoau■e ahe oollld not be accepted 
b;y them. Later ahe was vi thdrawn and Milt to atud;y 011tside Zambia. I alwa,ya 
wonder vhat will happen when she returns to z.,.bia to work along•ide her ma.le 
fellow ministers. 

There are 1118.D,y fields in the ministry of the Church in which women can 
exercise their mini.try in happineu and with confidence ill tbemaelvea. 
They can work ae deaconesees, licenoed la,y workers etc . These are open 
to the■• 

Dec. 1973 
+ J oaeph Nabllla 



EPISCOPAL SYNOD: 1973 ES 33 

Ki nute No. 

73. 14 ORDINATION OF WCMEN cont. 

••··•••• Final ly Episcopal Synod agreed wia.ni mously that ; 

a ) The Province should oontilllle in full communion with the 
diocese of Hong Kong; 

b) I t would not be opportune at t hepreNnt time to proceed with 
&l\Y proposal t o permit the ordination of women in thi• 
Province; 

o ) An authoritative central decision for the Anglican Communion 
as a whole would be premature i n view of the ecwzienoial 
position, and also because there is not yet a sufficient 
conaensua op opinion on tb theological aspects of the 
question. 

This mi.Du.te was t o be the basis of m:y report to the ACC by the 
Archbishop as requested by Resolution 28.c (TN.39). 

* * * * * * 


