
r"· ........ """'!..a~ :,.,· - ·:_ -tO • .. ,,. 
r 

SECRETARIATU~ 

., ,;HRJSTl:\1':U RUM UNITATE\: FO VEK['l:\M 

I: -. -

C ITTA DEL VArlC M,C • 

Pro t. N. ~ 16~'78 
Roma , 7 l h April e 1978 

The Rt . Rev. John W.A. How e , M.A. B.D. 
s ~cr e tary Ge n eral 
An g lic a n Co11sulta t i ve C o uncil 
3::! Ec c .l1i s t o n Stre et. 
Lo ndo n S W1W 9 PY. 

t •..:. 

·, .. 
r 

' I 
D e ar Bi s hop Ho we , 

., I 1.~ • • 

' 'ff; ~ 
,/1 

: ' ,. r 

B y thi s t i me y ou will hav e h u d oppo rtunity ,. to r e flect · , ··~ 
on the document pro duc P-d h y t11 ... :i.ngli can - R o mc1n C ;.thnli ~ group . 
which m et a t V e rs c1. ill e .:; t o di :..; c n ::; ~ tl ,e ,~11 e ~ t i o n nt' th,e ' o ,-dination'. 
of' women to th P prie ~ thoo d on tlH· lin e:; fir ~ t p r opos e d i n our 
info rmal ta l k s h ere in R o m e • 

in 

o f 

. 1 h a v e b ePn a bl l~ hnlh t o ,- tndy t Ii<> d " c umt.!rt 't' my' l:>0lf a nd 
di :ac 11.:; ~ j t with C a rdi nal Will eL rnnd s ,trH I wi th t ho :3~ m£'mb e r s 
lht> SPc r· e t a r· ia L s t<1. ff whn w <-> r e prf' ::-Pll-t ·,-d 111 .. c nn ,,mll a .t/ ion., ; . 

Th <' gr o u p " ·a s r i~ht to . iud y;P it r1t' c 1· :,- ~ .. , ·y t o 'pose t h e 
l'rn hl c•m i n it '- c l , , ·u , -~ • I , , n n' l p uJ , , .• , ) ·, 11 ,d i 1 ,-. , •erri~ t IJ .i t i.n 

,, ,:, 

the p d ragr ,qJh ,-; 1,r ec<>cl i11 g thi :,, •1 111.: m,·ml 1 <.' 1 .~ !1 .'lv1 · I i v e d llfl to that 
in tention. But I s h ar P h ith Canii. u al WilL eb r 11 11<t s a 8'. l"ave doubt 
wh e th e r t he same c a n be s airt of par c1 iz;raph 6. On P wn 11ld n ot wish · 
t o qu c> sti o n th f' Angli can ' c o nv j cti o n ' which i ~ ~po k e n o f h e re, ... , 
but it s eem s a n unhapp y formu l at i o n to s e t i t li e !Sid e a ref e rence 
t o th e Romun df-•c J a rat io n which app,,ar~ to Le a im e d at r e duc ing 
t h e latt e r' s we i.(,d1t. Th e Ve r ..,,a i lt es d o c um e nt ha s already said 
in p a ra g raph ~ th a t " 'lh 1• Hnm[ln C a t ho li c C hur c h b<d iPv e,:; tha t 
sh e "ha s not th e r 1~h1 t ,, <'hc111 ,e; .- tl1l' tr·,:H(i. l.in n 'unb ro k Pn 
t h ro·u ,<?: hou t l h P hi ~ t.ory ,> f' I flt· c h u t·c h , tini V(' rs a l in th e Ea~t 
c1 n d in t he Wes t ', a n d <.: o n ,-;i d P r Prl l o c- n n f'orm t.o Go cl' s pl a n f o r 
h i.:; Churc h " , and t h e m e t · (• a l> se 11 t.• · 1 , ·n m t h• • 1~ ••C' t'nt d e clara tio n 
ri f a t e c hni c al t .-rm s ho u Jd n o t l, 0. 11 :,,ed I n :,, ll !I.S!;<' -"' l th a t thi. s 
b e li e f i s so m •~ h o i.· mot · " o f <.1 p r o \ is i o11 aJ matt er t· hun t h e 
Angli c an ' co nvic t io n ' 1· .- f , , ,.,.,.,d tn a nrf t n th(• d f> C i!S ion s whi c h -·· 
h ave h ee n h ased up o n it. 

It a pp e ar t:. thut s cv e r· .-d Angli c an so 11rc f" S wer t_• qu n t e d . · 
wi t h o ut <li s s e nt during till: c ,Jn s ul tn t i.o n ~ u gg<> s1 in g tha t th e se'' 
d e cisi on !S a r e n o t i. r r t> v •· r•s ibl t.• a ncl m a y hf> s uiJj f'ct t o th e t e s t. 
o t tim e , b u l t hi s i s i11 n r, w.i y r t> t'l ec t r:d i.n th <- t e x t o f" lh P. 
r "'JlO r l . 

I al so sha r e th ,;, C , 1n linnJ ' s v i f' w t hat th e d e f .t> c tiv e 
'. 

f () nn u l a tion of para h ca ~ 1 ,.; ,1 11 11nf'or lun,1lf' i11111Ji ,1L:11 i ly o vt•t · th e 
1 o ll o win~ p a r ;;igr a pll 7 . 

I r e a 1 i s P. t h u t t . h i ::, 
o·b s t ac l <: t o th e full uni Ly . 

q1 1 e.,.; t ion ~ , i.lJ 
.'- F· v e r · I h f' I t.' :-; ~ I 

r e m .-, i. n .,.; c1 ~ r a v e 
wo tilrt c 1·rtai nly 
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want to identitfy myself with. th e hopef11l spirit -.whjch runs~."•• , .. , 
through _the,._. document and ,• i.s mo~t Pxplicit in t

0

he last paragf.~ph·: ·' .. 
This is in , hannony with the !Inly ~ather's letters to the _Ar;c'h_, . -i,,~ 
bishop and · with 1 h-e common declaration of last yf•ar. But ··J: 

f r . , ' ., • .• •, '(. 

know we are bot. ti agreed that th i s hope re$t s .o_n mutual; c on£i d enc j 
a nd candor, a nd I do Hf?1. L ili nk that paragraph 6 ' i,n ', i t.s present . 
fo1·m c o ntrihut es t .o tho::;e conditions. For .lhi.:,; rliaso n 1, sh~uld '" 
not feel ah.le t.n coop(!rat , , in eve11 a limi. t ed c i r-culat;ion of 

th, · 

(l I' 

t.o 

do c umPnl. 

I wo u l d l i l< c\ to c l o s e 
my llope that t)Ur dialogue 
grn w and t o d:l:, p en. 

this lett€· r with· lh1~ expi.1{s-~i.·o~ "_. 
and coo p<.>1- ;1t i ;in , ·wi;ll cont_inu~., ·, ,{,;: .,ii 

·i ,.,. 0"~ "j' 

\vi tli v-<.1111a,::,L pl:1.,,~nal rr•~<uds .:Hid i>f' s t. wi::-d11•s of joy 
,u1cl p eace in the Risen Christ. ·, 

vo11rs ~i.nccrely, 

, ' ' 

-+ R<1mon
1
Torrella 

V i ,: t ' - P r~! .s i d en t . 
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