
• -1 FLf• l)/8 

z c Janu.siry 197" 

...1eo r Cgris topher 

DIOCESE OF YORK 

SECRETARY FOR LAY MINISTRY 

Miss CHRISTIAN HOWARD Coneys thor pe 
York '106 700 
Tel: Coneysthot-pe 264 

I f e e l tho t I cDr . ..-io t a ny lon~er Jel ::i ~r ...;,_ddi n ._: ~'o t sowc (. i nc lliout_;h 
I f e e l tho t it is sti ll rother incor.ipl e te ontl , when I },a ve r e ::id o certc,in 
:, r::o unt of r.1Fter i c1 l t hat ho ,:co ,no t o n'- r ec e-n t ly , l mci~, HcJ nt Co ad ' to it . 
I sh:, :__ ..,loe c ive a f3pa re c c1rbon t o Ua:-hnc in r.c>se sh e has G O~ i r..tc1·c:::t.i. 1 

rn°,t eri -:i:1 .. -\..0 2 .• • 

:i: h 3 ve oe, n olil e to find enou:::;l c opies o f the ... c u rnenic ul , e vi e \•' article 
and ther e uil::.. b e S \'/a itin · for you . 1 a ip a lso beci !1nin t o 1::;ike notes 
o f the doc urnonta t io~ that ~ must t ake wi t hf s to Vers aill~s . 

It ::,ecm, t o ~.11c· tha t r.,uc h o f t'.1e r,ia t e r ia l tha t o ne 1:o uld n eel to pu t i nto 
a ,.-rorl:i ,.s paper i s ::ilr evdy c on t a i ne ci i n the :c.;~{ articl e : th e qu est ion 
i s wheth er you w::int to draw a ttent ion to specifi c pa~. ·oge s in it . If one 
d ciid not :· .. ~, ve the :...;~1 article f or exa mple l t h inl: :;,_ wo uld s tart •. , i t h a 
bo c kcr ound s urvey~ perhpps dEYE~0pix vith Lombe th 48 ( s ee page 235) o n d 
then c o n:: i d e::::- 1.:l:a t has c ha n c:; ed r e f e r r i n c spe ti:ti: f ic2 J.ly to La1.1beth 68 o nd 

mony c tucl i eo i n the .-.nz;l ic ...,n 1..,p n1 ;rni o n ( pa f} eS 235- 237 ) a n d r eal l y 
l eadi n ~ to tte questions that e re r ~ i s e d in the f irst po ra of J ection I II 
or. page 23 9 . 

Bu t thou:~ y ou ~3y ~i sh to dra w0 attenti on t o t h em , on the who l e this 
3:tea i E reasona b l y \'/ell d ocur.i. en t ed it! t h e LR a r ticle a nd so of c ourse 
e re the d ec i.s ion:., e tc of the v.:, r ious l rovinces t h oueh I rely on y ou 
to .:;ec t hac i t i ,· broucht up to date . (I f y o u ha v e a n ~/ <l i f : iculty , \·le 
1-:i :..l ge -:: .. ;aphne to check fro rn t h e "CC i n 1o r,1c1 tion bulletins 1.-1h ich I or i p ret t y 
~ure they in EI.U ) . 

: efore I c cntinue wi t h the va r i ous c onclusio ns tha t the ~~ articl e has d r awn out 
~n, 1 s o::L r.10::.·2 1-,h i c h I vt0uld cucce s t , I 1m n t t o turn to cin are.:, thot I 
t :-i. i n.1: ,; i :.loe i r.1~or tant : namely t he n e ed to ~.:rov i d e 3 careful desc r i p tion 
o f thr- 1•:0 : .- tha t .. n ~·lica:-, Lrov i nces r e l a t e to each oth er :..,nd why 1·te 

f ee· i t ric ~ t to do s o . (Th i s c e e ms t o me not o n ly n o t ~ bly dif : erent 
.:1.or ... o:ne b u t e v n f ror:1 the Crthodo ✓: aut o - cephalouc c h u r c : es . 

Cne r.i i c;h t r efer (a s 1 d o i r.r. ~.a p 2 52 ) t o 1, r tic l e 3 4 and t o tho.se c om1,,on 
t onds that unit e ~ ncli c ?ns . I t se ecs to me that these inc lud e: 

- a c 0 .1 on e Ji s copat e ±h~± w~ i c h t ~~es c o uns e l tog ether 
- mutuJl a c c e p tanc e of ea c h oth e rs @ini s try 
- .::i c o ... on oriz in o f ou r li t u r g i e::; i n the 1 6 6 2 l rayer Dook 

If t hes_c ~ler.1entc become~ e s ...; h e l d in c o1.w, o n ( e c i n the c ase of the 1.'rayer 
....lOo k) ,. ,-,1-:, t are t h e ti es tha t c ontinue t o b i nd u s 'i' 
If t h " rc -re i s_ uec that de e ply d ivid e u s l wi th i n or betwe . n l r o v incec ) 
··LJ': i - tho t'.1eo l o -: i c .:: l r ati ona l e f o r o ur r e ,:a i n i ni:s i n Co n1r.1union? ( Cf 
-'a t h er i: ic l~e l ' c co:::l.ient on ~R p . 248 ) . 

I r0 b·ri. to ':he •..;onc lus i ons : _ ho v e cet these o u t moclly i n :U< but I 
· •0 1 l .' no· •·or. t t o not e Lhat , e-ven \.'her e ;J l r o vinc c has c ci .i e • .::ica in::;t 

o:::- ~o t "...o _• i'oc .-:·e,..: Je t , there '.".'mG to he· r,o c .::• se ,-:i ere a 1rovince <~•s 
.:. s t inct fro: .. c; rou1,s wi thin 1: rovi nceG) has o ff i c i ~ l ly a d v ..., nc ed the ;:;or t 

of ~rc uoent~ f or not rocee . i n - tha t o r e f ound in thr Va tic n ~~cla r a tion 
or : ° Cr t h o do:c corr.!. ents . i. o ~ne ::, ()ems to h -> vc· sa i d :... i mp l y ' It i s i r.1po s.· i b l e 



for O 110 m .. rn t o he orda ined ' ( I mec1n no l r ovinc e ) . i'h i ::; Sf'H:m:..; to rclto 
to ,uc::.t· on. ~1·0 end three t, h ic h I r.,L:e in ect ion VI i n :u:.· n_;_d lo 
of pace 252 of~; . 

Ca n :,c concl ude from th i s o nd fro r,i t h e refuscJ l t o brc.:.> k c or:i: .. u n i on that 
.,nrl i c cJn irovimc·e ::; o r e no t ab l e to ~e y thcJ t i t i a in f ;; c t s o wront:; 
t o oodoin •~·0100:: thot it i neces;:;ary to brea k co111,uu n ion or at any r~ t e 
that i t i s per~ .- 1•1hat yo , have c ::il l e d a :;c-c o n d o r de r ma t ter . 'l'h i s 
su~~e ~ ts to ce i hat Anc lic::in l rovonc es a r e more l ikely t ca y ' We can only 

0 forl'ara. •.,ith an .. n s lica n cons en::;u s / Consensu s ar.1on · r~:ois,o nc1 l 
. · · e 1 t: O" b6 W c l.urc hes ' t ha n to s ay t h i ::; i s aqsolut ely wron[; . I f i t i i:, wr o n r; , t h on 

1:ho l e quest ion o f •:1he ther it i :..; i'c,rst o r der or s eco.1do ry ar i s es . (I;oto 
t:.e int ri~uir. su[_;:· c :·tion ·:uo ted f ro r., 1.,o b . .richt ' s artic le .iuot etl at t he 
bottom o~ paGe 245 -2 (I ha v e a s;a re copy of t h i s if y ou wish for i t 
c,1n .could le .:i v e it \l i t h .uapµ ne O) • 

. , e l l J. re;.•lly th i nt :;: must Gtop no •., 1-,i t L apolo0 ic::; for r~y i nd i fferent 
typ i nr; 1/hic h i s certa i nly no t at its best i n th rni dc'J~ of the ni c h t 
~hic h i t he_ no w bcco~e . 
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