¢ ’bovisional document ivate
and contidential, corrected after
the Moeti.ng at Nemi

(Febr. 25 = March 4, 1967)

Report on the Problem of Mixed Marriages

(Translation from the French original)

In order to find a balanced solution for the marr
prodlen of nixed Lages
it is necessary that the problen should be examined in the light of the 'ford'
of God, and in the context of ecclesiology and sacramental theology.

Also, the ecumenical movement added to this problem a new di i
which &5 likely to postulate a new solution. mension,

The cononical prescriptions of the Church should be the practicnl
applications of theological conclusions.

I

Mixed }‘.arr:l.:xses ond the Word of God

l. 'The problen of marriages between an Israelite and o pagan is present

in the 01d Testament. For the Israelites there was a danger in marrying

a person of a different faith; they tried to prevent such unions by

severe lezislation = which most of the time had no effect, The law only made
nany existing unions irregular.

2. St. Paul in 1 Cor 7:12-16 is anxious to preserve the stability of a
narriage, as far as it is possible, between 2 Christisn and an unbelievar,

The Christian has to remain faithful to his partner because he &g an instrurent
of salvation and a source of holiness for the other. Paul iz concerned
primarily with the spiritual welfare of the unbeliever, not with the protec=
tion of the fazith of the believer. A Christian does net seek his own advan=
tages, but that of the other.

3. Christ teaches in clear terms the indissolubility of mrriagg (Mt 19: 229,
Mc 10:2-125, and the divine origin of this indissolubility. God Bimgelf
wanted it so (cf. the creation of the first couple of men in Gen 1,2}. Christ
repeate the ancient law with new clarity: "What Ged joined together zan 3nou}'i
not put asunder". No doubt by man Christ intends his adversiries, the docters
of the law, who did not respect God's order in their teaching.

4. 1In the Bpistle to the Sphesiuns (5:22-23) there ic a rich theologic:l

explanation of Christian nuarriage.

352 5
(a) The theology of Christian rarriage rust be c?r.:*-tru?c. :.r :hc.ﬂ;‘o-z;:xfxd
of the theology of the Church.,  Since all C!-.ri_sn:.n: !.:».-lo... f‘?r:" ;-it;x
to the Church, their marriage becomes 3 sign of the “’;:""f,’f vi xi;; - i
the Church, a sign which is an inatrucent of grace. The :1.132‘:;- e Tact
marriage, and its efficacy as an instrument ?1 holmefa. .'.:“ :".'-st\vr" o
of their baptismj through baptism they arc inserted into the rystery

: = paal 0 the
union of Christ with his Church. This incorpor:tion ih r: flf{ez-;im;
baptisn was not administercd in the Citholic Church, bfcr":u“i»;rian“is other=
persons belong to the body of the Church - even if their comunzos

wise imperfect.

. apply in the cose of

e confided to her
~deinistraticn.
he Church

(b) The genernl principles of sacmrent.:.lhthi?::vww ¥4
marringe. The Church is God's trustee: the sa \r-‘ul"-tc il
care. She has authority and legisl ::1-;? rower .zo ¢ tn”pnrticulnr A
This power should not be used in an arbitrary wiye g

has to respect a sacramental sign instituted by God.
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mcologzcal aspects

1. The existence of mixed marriages iz a sociolo s

from the divisions among Christian Churchee, smce@uﬁlv{t{it;t élt\r:fx?:z
that we all 'should be one', and the parties to a mixed narriage ore not fully
one, there is some imperfection or contradiction in the very nature of o sixed
marringe; it contradicts the will of Christ. Nevertheless, as long as .the
divisions anong Christians persist, nixed marrioges will continue to exist

It follows that the imzedinte nin of our lepislation should not bo the sape
pression of nixed marriages (since sociologicnl facts eannot be suppressed

they have to be accepted), but rather the strengthening of the union of th;se
who contracted such marriages. The more recote aim of our legislation can be
the elimination of mixed marriages, insofar as the remote nim of all legisintion
in ecunenical metters should be the full union of all Christinns. Onee there
is unity, there will be no nore mixed marriages.

2. The Catholic doctrine is that a marriage between two baptised porsons
hos a sacracental character, This does not take awsy the natural structure
of marringe: 4t remains inserted into the order of creation. But for
Christians nmorringe receives & new dimension: it becomes an instrucent of
srlvation. According to the New Testament marriage is a géft of grace from
God (1 Cor 7:7); through it 2 man and a woman arc called and atrengthened to
% new vocation;y to the mutusl giving of themselves in love.

YWherever there is such a union in love and fidelity, there is o gift of
salvation and there is the manifestation of salvation, for the persons concerned
and nlso for the whole human commmnity. The saving gift of God, given to men
in Christ, finds a porticular expression in the bod of love which is present
in T Christisn marringe. In this way the human reality of the marriage bond
becomes a sacrament.

The fundamental conditions for a Christian marringe are:

a) the intention of enduring love and fidelity in ench of the parties
"until death do then part';

b) valid baptisn.

In the conception of the West, a religious ceremony is not n constitu-
tive element in n sacramental marrisge, yet it is not useless: it hc_lya to
reslize in 2 living way the sacramental character of marriage. In ?mti:x:-
ception of the Bast, as it is now, the religious cercrony is 2 conlst?_t'.{ e
clement of the sacrament, since it expresges God's mystery in a specinl way.
This conception is fully accepted.

There is no theological objcction agninat the abolition of the eanonicnl
form for v2lidity. But then it will be necessary that

(a) our Christian people should be made awarc by other thon 1legal means
of the deeply religiows character of marriagc; =
(b) the Church should be able to nscertain thnttf.ho intention of pe
delity is present in the marriage covennnti - o
(e) {;e:e g infgmtion and agreements among the Chriatinn Church

about impedizments.

. The duty of the religious educntion of : By
;aith of thos:y who have the duty to cducate .t?’.ci!‘ dt‘i;*dli;;: .
moral duty, from which there is no dispensation, bu' .‘h e

thing impossible. This duty is circumscribed by other Oy e
:x)xy ihe duty to protect and Sifcg\.l%!‘d 3:2 :%:‘ir{emgfutl;cscﬁildre'n g
marringe union; b) the duty to care for elfr

a haroonious education.
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- nl aspects w yoparding
Canonic: 1 18]“_—» ca ne hurell Yoge &
T ugpesting ony change in the prescnt dl‘a01plmct:£ ;’.“’ :
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t‘;_xogeng:;iassg' aome genul")l principlus can be umfulb’ e fons e aritais
L ampiapos hag taken on o new darensAOiies
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'q__lue. The good will : .
of a gnmmgnggf tow
eir avproach to the question of m Xed ﬁggrfﬁzzgfr pe i tacd:by

of a new legislation is of
great importance, since th
gzgirﬁign in the Church away from the 1ega1'and tow cr:htetﬁgngrat
ded the right nrovortions are Kept, the trend is a healthg ggecal.

(¢) The theslormie
cloglical character of mixed marriages can b
% ¢cb 3
by saying that there is a communion and aleo a difrerencee:: g:g:gibcd
gmong the partners, The source of communion is in the action of th
oly Spirit, therefore the communion is of a dynamic nature, The 2

aim of any legislation should b
deerease of differonce, ¢ the increase of communion snd the

(d) Bvery mixea marriage is a unioue eve

) oY s nt, therefore it can neve )
fu;ly cover 'd by general laws, In fact general lavs can work soriggg
injustice in individual cases. There is no 'typical' case of n{xed

marriage, since the intensity of the fai
every caéc. ¥ aith of the partners varies in

(e) There is no perfeet 'solution' for the

) s problem of nmixe
in any event, because the tragedy of the division of Chrisgigggriagcs
penetrates into the very center of family 1ife, As long as the
divieion ie there, it is bound to cause in or'ray or another sorrow
and suffering,

In Canon Law the main pnroblems are:

233 the canonical forms:
b) the legal vrovisions to assure the Catholic education of children,

(a) the canonical form

At vresent the canonical form is binding so strictly that without
%t1§ mixed marriage is invalid., From this rule many inconveniences
ollow:

- The canonical form is disregerded in nearly two thirds or more
of mixed marriages in Continental Eurne, 8ince these marriages are
¢ nsidered invalid, the parties sre easily cut off from any
communication with the Church,

= The law is relatively new; Dy changing it an older tradition -oculd
be revived in new circumstances.

It is submitted that there would be great advantages in changing

the law in the following way:

- The impediment of mixed marriages could be suppressed: cfnsequently
there would be no need to ask for a dispensation.

-~ The permission of the local Ordinsry could be recuired in order
to contract a mixcd marriage.

- A public form, sacred or civil, could be recuired for the validity
of the sacrament,

= There could be an obligation te contract in a snﬁrcd form, but
this obligation should not affcet the validity of marri-ae,

-~ The vpresence of both ministeras could be allowed, but notreouired,

(v) the educntion of children

ts
2 : ation of children is the duty of bobn.pﬁrcn
el out this obligation., However, a

who have to be one in carrying n. v
particular difficulty nrises in mixcd marriages, whnrgot2520figly
no full communion in faith among the vparents; they are

one.

i ight t+y to conmunicote
~ The Catholic narent has certainly a right and a duty

__—_



-l

@ his raith to his children and nrocure then

as they exist in the Catholic Church, the means of salvation

- The non-Catholie parent too has a right and a duty to communiente

his foith to his own ech
salvation according b iigrg:nggglzzrprocuro then the means of

is suggested that the partios desirable
. should work out '
harmony, It should be their right, with the holptg%etggityugggﬂs

concerned, to rcach a decision, nroferabl b
! » efor
Szgggigﬁe gg%igiggs eduga%ﬁon ér & ualgrcn. gntgg°2§§:éa%§;a
’ welfare o e child
other cnsiderations, should have priority over

v

PR L i
ggtgggce:ugggéggi 33%?::2:; cducation only w1ih°“9 grouia -
St AR R R TR
commund ty ’ element of belonging to n

- not to give a child a Christian education i: ;
solution, 8 not a Christian

ro- Let us note, however, that the Catholiec party could never de

k s>cnscd from his duty to communicate his faith to hie children, but
Jou%d bPe bound by it according to the rules of Christian diserction
as it 'es stated in page ][ n.3. ;

The duty of Catholie ecducation should be taught to ur faithful
through preaching and intense instructions.

v

Pastoral asncets

1. "Mixed Marrisges" should be distinpuished into marriages between
Cntholics and non-Christians and marriagces between Catholics and other
Christians, The last grouv could be divided again into marriages
betveen Catholics and Orthodox Christians and marriagee betveen
Catholics and Protestants, Eanch of thcse grouns warrants a different
theoretical and practical aporoach.

2. The Christian Churches should not encourage mixed marriages
indiseriminately, but they should not forbid mixecd nmarringes cither,
Wnile the Churchcs should warn their members about the difficultics
which are bound to arise in every mixcd marringe, they should nlso
furnish help (by way of temching, vreaching, and any other ncans of
sanctification) to those who are erntracting a mixed marriage, =o
that they should be able to ovcrecme thelr ﬁirficu;vics anéd form an
enduring union in snite of their difforence of religion.

is not so mueh thnt the

3 arriages
The dnnger inhcrent to mixed ma £ that both

Catholic is 'converted' to another Christian Church, but
partics lavse into indifference and dcsnair,

: nbout to esntr-et, or who have
3, The nastoral carc of those who are : . conecrncd,
contracted a mixed marriage, should belong to both Churches ¢ : .

= g . sepntion amons the clergy ©
Whenever it is possible there should be cooneratic O e

the resncetive Churchcs. Such o cooperation scems ;
could take different forms. It ie desiradblc chaf 2aggn§sﬁinngg w
discinlinary decisions about nixed marriasgces shoulc tak \

Churches after mutunl consuliation.
. 3 As
This common nastoral care ehould be »nromoted fn ﬁl% :izgcihc
long as it is not achicved, the pricst who 1sbinfci2;;31 yLtht
parties should encourage each one af thcm to be Ta
conscicnce and to scel truc unity.
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4« The reform of the present Catholic discivline about
ﬁggcitlégsex:§§§gcgrin thotgodo of Canon Lawpand the InFZizggiiifzigscs
orepare ¢ ground for a b
the problem. But there is no necd to 'ait fgztgiigaatoral i S

be done immediately. Our waator rgizrm; e an
o ! £ o ol carc should resch cou
mixed rcligion", Not one of thcem ghould be neglected, Tgc§1§g03§d

not Teecl that s " '
by the churgh.the' are Touteldd’ the Church or that they arc 'rejectoa¥

5. The canonieal legal rules ave 1likely to beecame more

morc general in the future, Such a change warrants an 1§i§§:2}§8and
pastoral carc, Personal responsibility will have to be taught to our
pconle who nre used to obeying legal prescrintions, Coumles of

mixed religion' will necd sniritual help from the nart of the clergy and
also from the nart of other eouples living in similay el tuntions,

6. It is vossible for thosc living in mixcad marriage to sachicve a
spirituel unity provided they live according to the snirit of the
Dcerce on Ecumenism. Ther should not deny their differences, but they
should be gne in sccking unity, onc in their common dedication to
Christ, Thi- soiritual unity is not bascd on any compromise; it

is bPascd on a common vrogress toward the fullness of Christ, It
cxcludes sterile argunents; it helvs the faith of cnch one. It
inspircs cach onc to be a better Christian.

All persons who contracted a mixed marriage arc invited by God to
ganctify themsclves and their marrisge by this ccumenieal spirit,
Pricsts should not casily let them sink into a spiritual mediocerit:,

Iff such sniritual mcdiocrity cxists, the fauly is casily with the clergy,
and with other Cnristian couplcs who did not give all the heln necded
by the others,

Churches, Being new, it can be A@ifficult to amoly. It docs not offer
a ready made answer to all thc problems that may cmerge. It is only
natural that we shall lcarn by trial and error, Progress will be made
through praver and through the usc of our imagination, Pzics%s and
counlee of "mixed roligion" will have to cooperatc in this 2cg o
enterprisc., A voeitive avwproach to the probdblem of mixed nahr{ag;: o:
ncceseary: the velfare of many families of mixed gcligion" gkcg"a
it. Moreover if a hanoy solution is found, the 1lifc of si m gngh -
family can scrvc as an example to all Ohristig:ighurchcs ns

unity, and can act as a moving force towards Yo



