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ORDINATION OF WOMEN TC THE PRIESTHOOD: ANGLICAN
: DECI
REPORTS, 19681977 R o

(a) Lambeth Conference 1968: HResolutions

4. The Conference affirms ita opinion that the
theological arguments as at present presented for

and against the ordination of women to the priesthood
are inconclusive.

3%. The Conference requests every national and regional
Cliurch or province te give careful study te the question
of the ordination of women to the priesthood and te
roport its findings to the Anglican Consultative Council
(or Lambeth Consultative Body) which will make them
generally available to the Anglican Communion.

36. The Conference requests the Anglican Consultative
Council (or Lambeth Consultatiwve Body)

(a) to initiate consultations with other Churchoa which
have women in their ordained ministry and with thoao
shirh have not.

(b) to distribute the information thus secured throughout
the Anglican Communion.

37. The Conference recommends that, before any pntinnul
or regional Church or province makes a final decision to
ordain women to the priessthood, the advice of the Anglican
Consultative Council (or Lambeth Cconsultative Body ) be
sought and carefully considered.

48. The Conference recommends that, in the mecantime ,
national or regional Churches or provinces should be
encouraged to make canonical provisien where this doos
not exist, for duly qualified women to share in the 1
conduct of liturgical worship, to preach, to haptlzn;dt:n
read the epistle and gospel at the Holy Communicon, &
help in the distribution of the elemontsa.

(b) Anglican Consultative Council Beaoclutions
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(L) Diccese of Hong Kong: The first ordinations took
place on Advent Sunday 1971.

(2) Anglican Church of Canada:! General Synod in June 1975
passed the following rescluticons:

Act EE - That this General S5ynod recommend to diococesan
authorities that all types of lay ministriecs,
stipendiary and non-stipendiary, within the Anglican

Church of Canada, be open to all qualified persons
without regard to sex.

Act 64 = That this General Synod re-affirm the
principle of the ordination of women to the

prisasthood.
In favour Against
Laity i) 1
Clergy T3 30
Bishops _26

TOTAL 189 56

fet 65 = That this General Synod further affirm that
it would be ﬁpprupr{?tq for women qualified
for the priesthood to be ordained at thea
discretion of the diccesan bishops acting within the
normal procedures of their own jurisdictions and in
consultation with the House of Bishops.

In favour ﬂEﬂi%EE
Laity 95
Clergy B6 19
Bishopsa e O i
TOTAL 208 33

6.
The first ordinations took place on 30th November 197

{3) Episcopal Church, USA.
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At the General Convention in 5
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Yos No Divided
Clergy 60 39 1
Laity &4 36 1;

Since 58 elerical wvotes and 57 lay votea (the Haiti lay
deputation did not wvote) were needed for the cancnical
change to be made,the margin of affirmative wvotes was
2 clergy and 7 lay votes.

The House of Bishops after a long debate agresd to adviae
two optional procedures for regularizing the orders of
15 women irregularly ordained in 197%-=5:

(L) A public event conducted by the bishop involved and an
affirmation that the ordinations were now regular, or

(2) A conditional ordination.

The first ordinations took place on 1 January 1977 =

Province of New Zealand: The Bill allowing the ardination
of women was pasaed by General Synod in Mareh 197%. The
procedure required that it should be submitted again to
the diocceses and brought to the next General Synng far
final decision. General Synod in May 1976 pnﬂ:m the
Bill, but a year had to elapse before it could be

implemented.
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(d) Present Position in other Churches
_.—'_.___‘.___

{1) Church of England in
Australia: A
the Commission on Doctrine was r.:iiiﬁﬂthgraﬂﬁrqd o
Synod in May 1973 to the dioceses for The

RS &
Commission published o further Report nnt{tladTE;hq

Ministry of Women", recommendin
women as deacons and priests. This Rupﬂr:aﬂiindzgntuﬂ

by the Geoneral Synod in Au t 1
resolution was passed: gus 977, lﬂﬂ thao following

"That this General Syned having tak

report of its commission on dﬁttrizz z:::tgidfht

'The Ministry of Women' believes that the theological
objections raised do not constitute a barrier taE
the ordination of women to the priesthood and the
consecration of women to the episcopate in this

Church,"
In favour Aralrist
Bishops 13 ‘EEE—L-
Clergy 50 13
Laity Ity 33
TOTAL 107 =5

The legislation necessary to implement thias decision
is likely to take some years to complete.

(2) Provinece of Burma: The Provincial Council in January
2 passod the following motion:

"This Council acceptz on principle the ordination of
women to the priestheod and agrees to ita introduction
when c¢circumstances so require it,"

{3) Province of Central Africa: The following actions
were taken at the evineial Synod 1976:

(i) Episcopal Synod put before Synod the Question:
"Should the CPCA permit the taking of steps
to provide training for women for erdination
to the priesthood?" An informal vote was
taken by houses, resulting in the following:

In favour Azainst

: Al Sags
Laity a
Clergy 5 15
Bishops 2 =
TOTAL 14 i1

(idi) This Synod affirms the request of Episcopal Ey:ud to
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(&) Church of Ceylon: A majori
¥l i ty of the eler in ¢y
Diceese of Colombo and Burunagala hove vuﬁid :u :Eha

no action at present because this matter is ne
t
issue of importance or urgency in Sri Lanka. e

(5) iCouncil of the Church of East Asin: D

ioceas of Singapor
Thez Synod in December 1974 voted againat the osrdination .

of women to the prissthood.

(6) Church of England: The General

Symnod on 10 July 1
passed the following resclutions Tl

*
-

"That this Synod considers that there are no fundamental
objections te the ordination of women to the priesthood"

For Againat Abstentions
Bishops 28 10 0
Clergy 110 96 2
Laity 117 7h 3

"That this 5ynod invites the House of Bishops, when, in
the light of developments in the Anglicam Communion
generally as well as in this country, they judge the
time for action to be right,; to bring before the
Synod a proposal to admit women to the prissthood"

"That this Synod, not wishing to prejudice improving
relationships with the Roman Catholic and Orthodox
Churches by removing without consultation with them
the legal and other barriers to the ordination of
women in the Church of England, requests the Presidents o
{i) Inform the appropriate authorities in thoase

Churches of its belief that there are no fundamental
objections to such ordination; and

{ii) Invite those authorities to share in an urgent

re—examination of the theolegical grounds for
ineluding women in the Order of Priesthood with
particular attention to the doctrine of Man and
the doctrine of creation."

At the November 1976 General Synod it was stated that:

“"The House of Bishops has been advised that as the law
stands, a women ordained abroad :nnnutllu:fﬁlly ba
fficiate as a Bishop or priest. .
invited to o e o™ ixboy b 'ﬁ-“
ho p:apﬁaairtﬂnﬂdmfb
The House of DBishops will bring t -
wnaun to the priesthood to General Synod in November

1978.

{(7) Province of the Indian Ocean: TThat the Pr;v;:i:al
Synod of the Church of the Provinee of the In 2
Ocean approves in principle of ves it to cach diocese to

n to the priesthood an Ve
;zfathia inte practice, which decision ahall be
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communicated to the other diu:aﬂ&s[ﬂnvemhnr 1974)

(8) Church of Ireland: "Tﬁat this Houae npprﬂv:ﬂ :En
principle the ordination of women BUhJEﬁﬁGH:ﬂrﬂl —
gnactment of any necessary legislation.

May 1976)
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{(10) Proevince of Kenyn: The House of Bishopa in
"accepted in principle the ordination of o
priesthood but felt the need for further discussi
Dicocesan and Provincial levels", The Standing S
Eanqﬂitaa of Provincial Synod, meeting shortly after
decided in faveur of the ordination of women and snid

If and when any woman is eallad by God te this nffi¢;
the Bishop will be open to put her through the normal :
process as all other candidates for training and
ordination". But the Province "would nrt rush women

into ordination simply because other churches are doing
the same".

November 1976
men to the

{11) Province of South Africa: The Provineial Synod in
Novembor IEFE carried a motion that the debate and vote
on the ordination of women to the priesthood should be
deferred until the relevant Report, Patterns of Ministry,
which recommends the ordination of women, had been
tranalated into some of the other languagea used by the
Anglican Church in South Africa. The matter would be
proceeded with at the next Provincilal Synod due in 19%79.

{(12) South Facific Anglican Council (SPAC): The bishops deeply
regretted the division in the Church caused by the
ordination of women priests and resoclved "that we believe we
cannot find in the Bible arguments for or against the
admissien of women to Holy Orders. Nevertheleas we
cannot recommend such a step to the Church in cur region
at this time"; and "that if any women priests visit
the SPAC region, they will not be permitted to "
exercise priestly functions in our SPAC diocceses. {Feb.1977)

(13) Province of Tanzania: "This Synod of the Chureh of .
Tanzania is not ready to erdain women to be priests.
Tho thing was 32 in favour and 7 against. (Provincial
]

Symod 197

{14) Church in Wales: Debate tock place in the six di;zzsua
before the Governing Body voted in April 19?5; .
Governing Body decided that "there are no Iun &Tﬂnthﬂﬂﬂ”
objections to the grdination of women to the p; ?: #
but that it would be inexpedient for the Eh:rc I: -
Wales to tako unilateral action in this matter ¢

present time."

. have
{15} Province of Wast Africa: The Bishops ariiLﬁ:f;£:i:H
discussed the issue :in:a_.‘l.g:_'?z1 but u: Ak O
theological, cultural and sociologica g At
th:t it reguires further careful study uft :“r S
d Work of the Priesthood s0 as +o educate S gt
i i D:thq background of their own lﬂcnlitr-“t ;
if“dﬁza, we do not congider the gubject urgont.
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{16) Province of the West Indies: The Provincial Synod in
February 1975 requested all dioceses "to address and
educate themselves te the importance and implications
of the Ordination of Wemen". This is to include "the
gncouragement of informal diseussion among the laity"
and "the building up of the role of women in the Church
and the creation of opportunities of leadership roles
in the Church for women, ond the encouragement of such
reles’", Further action will be taken at the next
Provincial Synod.

8th December 1977



