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1 Given that certain churches of the Anglican Communion

Hexe ordainad:monen it g presbyterate, the question posed

to the Consultation was not to discuss whether or not it is

right %o ordain women, but to consider "To what extent and

in what ways churches with women priests and churches without

can be reconciled in sacramental fellowship"

2. A substantial majority in each Anglican church accepts

the possibility of ordaining women to the presbytoratep some

churches have already procceded to such ordinationsw at this
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time no Anglican church has -~ gtated that such

ordinations are impossible, though some churches have not yet
considered the ocuestion officially and others have for various
reasons decided not to ordain women at least for the present,
The Roman Catholic Church belicves thet she has not the right
to change the tradition "unbroken thoughout the history of the
church, universsl in the East and in the West," and considered

to conform to God's plan for his Church.

3. In the face of these two positions the question must be:
is it still possible for our two churches to [Pe<pstablieh full

communion between them and if so how, aince full communion

presupposes the mutual recognition of ministry. On the one

hand could the Roman Catholic Church, which judges it impossible,

for theological reasons, 1o ordain women, precognize such
n? How could she hold

q s Anglican
such ordinations impossible for her yet possible for the Ang

Communion?
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4, On the other hand, many Anglicans find it difficul

peased, €.8. in

accept the official Roman Catholic position (as exp
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the Declaration) that the Ministry of the Ghurch ig not open
to this development., <Fep Hamr Anglicans conaideru{*%? be
both Taithful to tradition and to express a legitimate new
development, Within the tension and divergence which they are
experiencing over this cuestion, the autonomous nrovinces of
the Anglican Communion believe they sre expressing their real

sense of unity in diversity.

5e In the context of our continuing discovery of new hopes
for unity as seen in the ARCIC Btatements and in the sharing and
collaboration which are growing everywhere between Anglicans
and Roman Catholics, 1t has seemed to ues necessary to pose

the problem in its clearest form. Because of their mutual
esteem neither communion can take lightly the fact that the
other seems either to do something not warranted by the will

of Christ for his Church or to be lacking in sensitivity to the

promptings of the Holy Spirit.

6. Tvo factors may be seen as grounds for hope. In the first

place there is the fesct that those Anglican churches which have

proceeded to ordain women to the presbyterate have done so in

the conviction that they have not departed from the traditional

understanding of apostolic ministry (expressed for example in

there is the
the Canterbury Statcrwent)b ,In the second place
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fact that the rccent Roman Declarstion does not affirm

explicitly that this matter is de jure diving.
gsibility of future developments.

These facts

would seem not to exclude the po
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dialogue‘on those persisting divergences which have been threwn

into-veriefl 'bthhis new obstacle - matters such as human

sexuality, culture and tradition, freedom and authority, among
others., Bimultaneously, despite the Aifficulty in this iasue
both Anglicans and Roman Catholics feel themselves committed

an
the Holy Spirit may be calling them ané to a new sense of unity

to continue exploratil-‘::;-ot the new aha&c:f\ &i: ministry to which
with one another. The rapidity of change in our times, the

great diversities of culture and circumstance in which the
churches must minister, and the growing characteristic contribution
of the Third World to theology, demand openness, flexibility

and n readiness to accept and affirm differences in form and
style., How this is to be achived in fidelity to E&: tradition

Wb w2 one of the challenges which face the Church in our time,

8. While we do not underrate the ewesemt reality of this
: C\Nw
w obstacle, we are convinced that qought to maintain that deep

trust in each othcr which has been built up over rccent years,.
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=mi-thal «the_way ahead in this particular matt.er 1ies in

A

continuing and inten&iﬁung[ co-operation M@ dialogue in all

LA

il aspects—of our growing toz ether towards full unity in Christ.
I\/@T;is effort we—ase sustained by oaP confidence and hope in
the Holy Spirit, who alonc can bring it to fulfilment.
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