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INTRODUCTION 

This Ecumenical Study Guide on Ministry and Ordination is 
a companion resource to the Ecumenical Study Guide on the 
Eucharist published by the Graymoor Ecumenical Institute. 
Both were produced through the cooperation of the Ecumen­
ical Commissions of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New 
York and the Episcopal Diocese of New York. The Guide for 
Study portion of this pamphlet is by the Rev. John Osgood of 
the Episcopal Diocese of New York. Although the Agreed 
Statements emerged from the consultations of two sister 
churches ( Roman Catholic/ Anglican) it addresses basic ques­
tions essential to the understanding of ministry which applies 
to the life of all churches. The Study Guide follows closely the 
Agreed Statement. In addition we have provided a work sheet 
for those using this pamphlet, which contains questions on min­
istry from several inter-church discussions. Adequate under­
standing of the ordained ministry is inherently linked with a 
full appreciation of the ministry of all the faith! ul, and thus 
these discussions should be of help to clergy and laity alike. 
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Anglican/ Roman Catholic 
(Canterbury Statement) 

AGREED STATEMENT 
on MINISTRY and ORDINATION 

PREFACE 

At Windsor, in 1971, the Anglican-Roman Catholic International 
Commission was able to achieve an agreed statement on eucharistic 
doctrine. In accordance with the program adopted at Venice in 1970, 
we have now, at our meeting in Canterbury in 1973, turned our at­
tention to the doctrine of ministry, specifically to our understanding 
of the ordained ministry and its place in the life of the church. The 
present document is the result of the work of this officially appointed 
commission and is offered to our authorities for their consideration. 
At this stage it remains an agreed statement of the commission and 
no more. 

We acknowledge with gratitude our debt to the many studies and 
discussions which have treated the same material. While respecting the 
different forms that ministry has taken in other traditions, we hope 
that the clarification of our understanding expressed in the statement 
will be of service to them also. 

We have submitted the statement, therefore, to our authorities 
and, with their authorization, we publish it as a document of the com­
mission with a view to its discussion. Even though there may be 
differences of emphasis within our two traditions, yet we believe that 
in what we have said here both Anglican and Roman Catholic will 
recognize their own faith. 

/-I. R. McAdoo, Bishop of Ossory 
A Ian C. Clar/.:., Bishop of Elmha111 
Co-Chairmen 
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GUIDE FOR STUDY OF THE AGREED STATEMENT 
ON MINISTRY AND ORDINATION 

By The Rev. John Osgood, Chairman ARC Committee, 
Episcopal Diocese of New York (copyright pending) 

Preface and Introduction- The Preface and the Introduction describe 
the method by which common agreement was reached and they outline, 
briefly, the scope of the statement. 

. .. What does the statement mean when it says that, " ... there exists 
a diversity of forms of ministerial service" in both Churches? 
(par. 2) 

Ministry in the Life of the Church-This section identifies the source and 
the focus of all Christian ministry-the life and self-offering of Christ. 
It recognizes the centrality of reconciliation in the Church's apostolate 
and the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit in her apostolic mission. 

. . . What is the relationship between the Church's proclamation 
(kerygma), her service (diakonia), and her community (koin­
onia)? (par. 3) 

... How does Christian ministry flow and take its shape from the 
" ... life and self-offering of Christ"? (par. 3 and 4) 

... Why is it important for the Church " . . . to continue in the 
apostles' commission to communicate in the world what it has 
received."? ( par. 4) 

... Discuss the ministry of the laity. (par. 5) 

... What is "Tradition" in the Church? (par. 5 and 6) 

... Does Sacred Tradition evolve or is it fixed? (par. 5 and 6) 

... Discuss the value of the threefold ministry of bishop, presbyter 
and deacon. (par. 6) 

The Ordained Ministry-The section on the ordained ministry describes 
the focus for leadership and unity which is provided by the Holy Spirit 
through His ministers, and it outlines their responsibility for the ad­
ministration of both Word and Sacrament. 

... What is the goal of the ordained ministry? (par. 7) 

... What is the distinction between what an ordained minister is, 
and what he does? (par. 8) 

. .. What is the relationship between 'oversight' ( episcope) and 
unity? (par. 9) 

... How is, " .. . fidelity to the apostolic faith, its embodiment in 
the life of the Church today, and its transmission to the Church 

of tomorrow" maintained? (par. 9) 
... Discuss the significance in having to become a Deacon- a serv­

ant - before one can be ordained Presbyter. ( par 9 and 10) 
.. . What are the central elements of the ministerial life? 

(par. 10-12) 
... What is meant by 'authority' in paragraph 11? 
... What is the connection between the Eucharist, Reconciliation, 

and the unity of the Church? (par. 12) 
... What are some of the implications of our Eucharistic division? 
. . . How is the " ... essential nature of the Christian ministry ... " 

seen in the celebration of the Eucharist? ( par. 13) 
... What is the distinction between " ... the priesthood of the people 

of God . .. " and the ordained Priesthood? (par. 7 and 13) 

Vocation and Ordination-This section concerns itself with the eccle­
sial nature of vocation and ordination, the sacramental nature of Holy 
Orders, and the essential nature of ordination in the apostolic succes­
sion. 

... Discuss the relationship between ordination into the apostolic 
ministry and the unity of the churches ( and of the Church) . 
(par. 14) 

... Explain why each " ... individual act of ordination is . . . an 
expression of the continuing apostolicity and catholicity of the 
whole Church." (par. 14) 

... Discuss the significance of the statement's ecclesiology in which 
ordination is grounded and centered in the Eucharist. (par. 14) 

. .. What is meant by the phrase, " .. . The Spirit seals those whom he 
has chosen and consecrated"? ( par. 15) 

. .. Discuss why ordination is a" ... gift of the Spirit ... " (par. 16) 

. .. Discuss the term, " . .. episcopal college . .. ", and the relation­
ship between that college and the original apostolate. (par. 16) 

... Define " ... apostolic succession." (par. 16) 

... How is " . .. communion of the churches ... symbolized and 
maintained in the bishop "? (par. 16) 

. .. Discuss ". . . the reconciliation of our churches and of their 
ministries." (Conclusion) 

... Can Anglicans and Roman Catholics recognize their faith in 
this statement regarding ministry and ordination? 

. . . Does this statement place" . . . the judgment of the Roman Cath­
olic Church on Anglican Orders" in a new light? (Conclusion) 

... What are some of the implications of this joint statement ( and 
the "Windsor Statement" ) and how can these be applied in the 
local church? 

... Can our understanding of the Trinity help us to enter into the 
mystery of unity in diversity (and vice versa)? 
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MINISTRY and ORDINATION: 
how various Christian denominations 

view them 

Because no authoritative survey yet exists in this field, we have pro­
vided a series of questions drawn from various inter-church dialogues 
for you to answer in your discussions. Make your answers in as few 
words as possible. Try to reflect not only your own personal opinions 
but the particular denominational heritage which you represent. Send 
your answers, identified by denominational affiliation, to: Graymoor 
Ecumenical Institute, Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y., 10524. These re­
sponses will be collated and shared with the ecumenical officers of the 
appropriate churches. A later edition of this Study Guide will contain 
the results. 

1. What are the essential functions of the Ordained Minister? 

2. Does this mean he/ she must be "ordained?" 

3. Is ordination, for you, a repeatable act? 

4. Is ordination, for you, a Sacrament? 

5. Do you use a standard liturgy or Ordinal for the Ordination service? 

6. Is ordination a gift of the Spirit or a commissioning by the Church 
(or both)? 

7. Do you believe that an indelible seal (sphragis) 1s imposed at 
ordination? 

8. Does your Church maintain the three-fold ministry of Bishop­
Priest-Deacon? 

9. Must the Minister be in some way in "Apostolic Succession"? 

10. Who, in your Church, provides episcope, or oversight? 

11 . Who, in your Church, can celebrate the Eucharist? 

12. Would you celebrate a Eucharist if an Ordained Minister could 
not be present? 

13. Who, in your Church, can absolve sins? 

1: 



 

14. Who, in your Church. can ordain? 

15. Do you believe in the priesthood of all believers? 

16. What is the difference between this and the Ordained Ministry? 

17. Are the different ministries in your Church equal? 

18. ln what way is the ordained ministry related to the ministry of 
Christ? 

19. Are all people called to the same degree and kind of holiness to 
which the ordained minister is called? 

20. What is the role of the ordained minister in the ministry of unity 
in the local congregation? 

2 1. Is there within the ordained ministry of the local congregation a 
relationship with a more universal ministry within the worldwide 
Christian Church? 

22. Are your Ministers permitted to celebrate the Eucharist with Min­
isters of other Churches? 
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23. ls the Eucharist the central act of the Ordained Minister? 

24. l s the Ministry a job or a vocation? 

25. How is ordination conferred? 

26. Must there be unity in the apostolic faith before there can be 
union? 

27. Do you hold that certain basic elements are essential to restora­
tion of Christian unity? 

28. Does your Church see Eucharistic inter-communion as the pri­
mary goal of ecumenical dialogue? 

29. Are your clergy ordained into a denominational unity or into the 
Holy Catholic Church? 

30. Can women be ordained in your Church? 
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