Third

A./R.C.0.M.11
ANGT

JOLRNT U:_IL'-H 0

ok

PHOLIC ¢

JL

OMMISSTON ON THE THEOTOGY 0P my

ARLLGE

Moati - N = v
weting Retionel Libernl Oluh, Lunﬂun, 22nd 22th Woverkbor 1971
L L

%pgg Dfmﬂ }zt:e o the irghbisha and Cardinnl
je it T%E" Ernnds r Tha archbliashon of Lpme 5 TR
of Eh-r¢u$ Ony Lo=Uhairthnen o i EnmnIﬂﬂi;;?dnn - .

Hetlonal Libepsy Cluhb,
Thiteholl Place,

London, 3WLi 2HE.

25%h Yovember 1971

Your Groce/Eninence,

a vrite as go-shairmen of the inglican=Romnn Catholie
Oormmingion on Mixed Marricges. It i= with great satisfastion
thot the Compdseion has met npgain =fter nn interval of three
yarrg., This neeting hoe confirmed our conviction af the
impertanece of eontinuing dialogue in this fieid,

e eneclose a revert of our neoting held in Landon,
Hovenber 22 - 25 1971, in which we euphasise 4 nunber of
problems which seen to us to require joint atudy by Anglicon-
Hoonan Qatholie cxpertas, oither under our own dircetion or
thot of the )nglicon=Ronan Catholie Intornctionnl Cocnipsion.

We hnwve nlrecdy outlined tentotive nrrongenents for these
gtudices te be mursucd in different oorts of the werld. Sinee
gone of these problons would bepefit by nuch wider refloction,
we gtongly reeoumend thot Your Groee/Ziinense pould ecnaider
allowing the public-tion af sur revert. This would help o
agtablish the vicw that the problens of nixed marrlafedy
which toueh so nony ordimary people 1in thelr grily livas,
are boing soriously fueed prstorslly by our twa Ghurches.
Youre nmoot zineercly,

(5igned) + Ernest L. tntozkeefler

Prnest L. Unterkoefler

The Wost Revda 0.5.0.

Aighor of Charlsaton, P A

(gipmed) GooTse wThT

- ] e
The Most Rivd. George O. Simbs,
sranbichop of wrnigh
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2 iy The Commiseion held its third meeting nt the Hatlonal
Liboral Mlub, London, from Noverber 29nd 1o 254k 1971, T¢
reviewed events end developmenta in the theoe yeara elnce lia
meeting at Pineta Sacchettl, Reme, in Movembar 1968 and in the
iight of theae re-oxamined the sgresmenta reached and
recommendations made at its twn previcus moetings and submitied
to the respective Church miuthoritiea, Ohisf among these evenis

were the publieation of the Apestolic Letter Matriconls ¥ixtn

in the spring of 1970 and its coming into force 4m October of
the samé yoar: Eplacopal Conferences isoued thelr directisns fer
the Implementing of tha Apoastolic Tetter in their own ragiors,
Equally aignificant ia the development in smany parto of the
world of Joint pastoral activity and experimant and the
communication of experience from familles orisinating in =ized

marriages. A%t the same time the wilder theologienl explsaratlion

undertaken by the Anglican/Roman Catholic Interantlomsl Com=lanicn
has made sonsiderabla progress, relevant ilndeed to our fask, but
not yet beginning to resclve some of the problems whinh
constantly reveal thempelvea ae lylng ot the roft of fur

difficul tien,

2 Ohiof among theae 48 Beclasleology - the praoblos aof the

Chursh. The angliean is unable to aocopt She notlion nf tha Ohuren

he eorngninen tho 4

impliod by tho gautln on Oathalie upbriogings

the cantie wnp rotained inm the Apontnlis Letter precleery oe o

conseguenge, pastoral im intent thoush juridical in ferm, =f

this Booleasiology. Tha Angllean muat, itk hia comecoption. nf She
ghurch, remaln Adaantisgfled with Ethiwm, though ha peognises nrd
wolcomes the xoumenical intent ond Aoflevezent of buch elae 1B

the Letter.
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Ja It i=s necessary, therefnra, for theologians to B0 te tha

root of this problep 23 guickly as Possible, There are

Sxpressions and statements in the Coneiliar documents ~f Vaticon

II and in subsequent Papal utterances whieh SUght to be examined
to see whether their development could contribute te the remaval

2f this ecclesiologicnl stumbling block. This i3 a Proper task,
we believe, for the anglican/Roman Qatheolic International
Commiseion rather than for ourselves in order that any otatement

resulting would carry the necesaary welght,

& We nave jJust brought inte conjunction the words Mpastogold
and Wuridiead ., -Tag frequently these words geem tn Us to be used
with swotional overtones having the effact of making them
~ntdthetical, A pastoral purpose mey often require = juridieal
frameworks +to legislators and alministrators of the law this
pagtoral end must always be primary: insonsitivity %o this truth
can lead on the one side to an impression of obstructive legalies
and, in reaction, to an impatience with any forsm of regulation
governing marriages. Further study of the relatien of the
pasgtoral to the juridicsl is eelled for and might well b=
undertaken by this Commission in the immediate futupe,

5 Another of our difficulties has hoth a theolopgical znd 4
akl
philosophical foundation: 4Lt is the netien of on Indlsscluble

el amti the
vinculum, We discussed the relevant angliecdn practisc in

yieh wos
Report of our Windesor meéting, poragraph six, in whie

i N Fof 1]
o both Chureheg, LNCkE Pers
reoorded the expectation, common %o both € i

- z moondltional
entering marriesce must do sa with o full and UneondiT
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Marringe, Divores ~nd the Church (5.F.C.E.) ooeas
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inel
nelude in our own Programme an early exemination of thig

The difficulty iz felt not on one side amly
Tfeel that the Roman Catholie practice af deal

quegtion.
Anplicans

aring nullity
Breaupposes & Jurisdiction which elaims %o eetn

ablish, clrcumseribe
and oven change tha grounds upon which wvalid marriage is
tontracted, thus giving to that Church means by which 1%t can
acconmodnte an apparently abeolutist dectrine to the requiremenzs
of pastoral practice., The publicity accorded 4o morringe cases
involving celebrated persons aggravotes this unanze, ond ecalls
for at least some clarifiention of Roman Catholie prineiple and
practice. In the elarificatlon of thess guestions we would
neceesarily explore the understonding of the word tvalidity!
held in each Ohurch.  The re-exaninotion of indisazolubllity
which we enviasnge should inelude a Jolnt exegetical study of

the "Mattheesan exception" and other relevant texts underdohken by

scholaras able to work in proximity.

B Our Windsor Report, parograph B, recorded o mutunl
understanding of the sacramcntal charactor of marriage. This

accord seemed to be undermined by & resding of the Report,

~4ing discussed the matter

¥nrriage, Divorce and the phurch .

again, therefore, we found our criginal secord confirned, ot

jeast in our compon bellef in w snoropentnl reality in marrlogd,

r| & et
although tha necosaliy 1f not propriety of striet ignpradentnl

: We d an side.
serninology recained open to auestion on tha anglde

TR i g edunnta
T In our Windsor Heport we ngreds it "eha duty to e

; | Ll
¢hildren in the Roman Catholle saith is oirvenmseribed by othe

o v Family™
dutica such ns thnt of spegerving the unity of whe }

In the Apostolis Letter the prociac

(Page é, Linen 5=T)
g pro
requirved of the Roman trtholic poriner iz 10 provide pr i
: x ol sn-of Lhe

iribus for the REonon fatholle education af the childre
S ually spanglated

: L hyoge 1a us
. ape. Thlas Iatin pdverbial P T
e mhis English phrade might

intes English "o 211 in his power.



e

be and often 1s adduced to Justify the Romam Oatholie party

acting in & way which dlsregards the equal
of the non-Roman Catholia party,

rights in conselencs

and oven to Justify the Roman
Catholie adopting an attitude or purauing his purpose in WAYH

which might endonger the carringe. It 1s recognised that
responsible Roman COotholle commentators on the Letter (ineluding
many cplscoprl confercnees) do not put this interpretation on
the Letin phrase, tut rother sonfirm ouw Windser atatoment
quoted above, The Roman Oatholdie undertaking "pro viribus" is
glven envisaging the marrisge situntion, with all the mutual
rights and obligationa which the theolegy of morringe sees ns

belonging to the oarried state,

8, The use of the Latin phraose in the offieisl text alse marks
recognition that, as our second Report from Rome in 1968 put it:
", ..no diepogitions which the Churches can make eon wnolly
deteroine the future of & marrisge".

"He agknowledge that os the spouses affer their marringe
lexperience the meaning of their oneness and attnin to 1t with

growing perfection daoy by dey'! (Goudium ct Spes, 48) they must

be engourcged to come to a commen mind in deelding questions

relative to their conjugal and family 1ife.”

g, Prolonged discussicn of eplsecopal practice in this regerd,

bosed on o preliminary survey of the repulotions isaucd by

various BEpiscopal Confer.necd, powoaled the mecd for docper

Y guiremncnt of
study of some nttendont gqueations,. The strict require

¢ i LR 't"
the Apostolie Lotter {5 simply thot the foman Cothollo poThy

; ; o pr
ghzll be brought to noknouledge his duty in consgience To P

ovide

: . -
ntholie upbringing of the children and that

pro viribus for the C

penpe of this
the non-Roman Catholic partner s K

hould be made
retoed and noted WP,

obligntion. If this wore pniveraally unde

there would seldom arise Bny diffic
¥ mentioned above.

ulty bayond that areatad by

Yevortheless
the scelesiolozienl discrapnnd
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Anglicons fing ground for unense in Poaslble varieticn of

interpretation ond practice. In particulny they would wish that

eny pricst conducting pastoral interviews with peresonp

intending a mixed marringe should warn then explicltly <if such

be the case = thot the granting or refusal of +the dispenzation

by the ordinary Bight be influenced by what they say or do not

soy in these interviews.

10, Upon Canonieal Form, we made comerste recommendntisns in
our 3cecond Report, namely that "on copdition that jeint pastornl
preparation hos been given, and frecdom %o marry catablished to
the satiefaction of the bishop of the Roman Cotholie party ond
of the competent Anglican authority, the marriage oay wvalidly
and lawfully toke place boefore the duly suthordsed minister of
the Church of either party". Though the Apostolie Letter makes
different provisions, (Mat. Mixt. 9) further reflection would
lead us to reiterate our originol suggestion, for the following
reagona. Flrst, 1t is preferable for any practicc to be brought
within the general law rather thoan be node the objuet of
fraequent dispensation. BSecondly to extend the scope of
canonienl Form 4o include Angliean ministers cclebrating the
Anglicnn rite would be nn occumenicnl act of profound
gignifieonce, piving notable substance o thoge pffipial
wtteranccs which, in various whys, hove declored a Vspeelnd

relotionship" to cxiast botween our twe phurehce.

11, Te wish to draw special attention to those words of the
L] =

ni the
Apostolie Letter (mo. 14) which direed pagtors to "help

- , ~ndugnl pnd family
married eouple to foster the unliy of their eonjug

0 o P an thelr
11ifa = o unity whieh in the onse of Chi stians o L

T those onds it is to be dosircd that thoae
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baptism too.
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1244 on the wider bosis of a genersl recognition of 6 Jjoint

Pastoral commitment 4o the search fop

unitys out of this would
grow tho

t mutual trust ang amity from which o COMOON aoncern
for mlxed merriages could only benefit,

ragions,

There are severnl
notably in Canada, where thore hag already been

conspicuous nchicvenent im this fleld. Thoge responsible fop

the training of the elergy should: be pertioularly aware of their
opportunity te create right dispositions in those om whoEa
ipitiative further growth will depend. We could envisage
coneerted poetoral letters of guldance issued to the clergy of

both Churches %o help them in ecarrying out their pastoral tnsk.

12: One or two matters of theologleal statement remain for
elucidation, which we would hope to undertake in the near
future. It has been argued that the gautio, beenuse it
regquires o prior undertal:ing from the Roman Cotholic porty, is
inconsiatent with that passage of the Vatlican II Docrce on
Religious Liberty (1:5) which nascrte the right of parents "fo
determine, in sccordance with their own religious beliefs, the
kind of rveligious education that their children are to reccivel.
The question regquires examination. & related guezstion 1z the
sense in whieh the obligntion of the Ootholie prrent %0 bring up
his children in his own falth can be said to be "of Divine Linw" .

Ln igtir to
The Anglican would neknowledge = Divine Low for Ohr atinns

i By a fon
offer n Christian upbringing to their children, but would quest

; . have
whether cny narrower definition thom this could be gald to

Ipdwine" asnotion.
g fature

13 it ia the Commiasionle intention to plan 1%

3 confidently
anetivitics on the linca hers guppeated. We would

gperction of the inglicon/Roman tatholic

hope for the oo "
and of other specinlists where the

International Comnisaion

. iy orlne.
need, os we hove suggested, DRFSE
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14 MNenbors unaninously record their thanks to the aArchbishop

of Cantorbury for his hospitality, and to Frebendary H. Cooper

end the ¥Nationzl Tiberal Club for tho remnrkably amcoth nnd

comfortable arrangements wode for the maeting,
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