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NGLICA!I RO?IIA 

(Alterations made at Cardinal Willebrands' re~ueet underlined) 

1. The Comoission held its third meeting at the national 

Liberal Club, London, f r om Novombor 22nd to 25th 1971, It 

r evi ewed eventa and developments in the threo yeurs eince its 

meeting at Pineta Sacchetti., Rome, in Hovombo-r 1968 and in the 

light of these ro-exaoincd the agroeoe~ts reached and 

recol'!'.mendations made at 1 ta two previous me8ctinge and subr:i.1 tted 

to the reapective Church authoritiae. Chief among these events 

wer e the publication of the Apostolic Letter 111Urimon1a W..xta ' 

in the spring of 1970 and i t s oomi ng into force in October of 

the same year: Episcopal Conferences issued their directions for 

the implementing of the Apostolic Letter in th~ir own regions , 

Equally sign1f1oant is the d•velop~ent in many parts of the 

world of joint pastoral activity and experiment and the 

communicati on of experience from families or iginat ing in oi~cd 

marriages. At the same time the wider theological exploration 

undertaken by the Angliean/Rooan catholic International com::iiss ion 

bas made considerable pr ogress, relevant indeod to our task, but 

not yet beginning to resolve so~e of the probleOG which 

constantly reveal theoselv~Q as lying at the root ot ou.r 

difficulties. 

2. Chief aoong these i s Ecclesiology - the problem or the 

Church. 11 1• u.nable to acc<:ipt the notion of tho 
Tho Ang c(tn 

d 1 On Catholic upbr1ngin&; 
Church implied by the requ ire proo se - -

th 1 e 
'
r,as r et ained in the Apostolic 

be recogniseo that e prou s 
Pnstornl in intent though 

Letter precisely as a con$equence, 

juridical in for~, 0£ this £ccl esiology. 
1 d1.'·at1oficd with Church, roma n "' 

The Anglican must, 

with hie conception 0£ the 
recognize& and welcomc8 the occu.n:enical intent 

thie, though h e 

and achievement of much ei se in the Letter. 
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}. It i s necesanry, thero£ora , for theologians to 

r 9ot o~ th.ia pr oblem as quickly 'es poasi bl e . there 
go to the 

are 
exp.roasions and stat ements i n the Conci liar documents of 

Va tican II and in s uboe4uent Papol utteranoco which ought 
to be 

see ,,.,hether their de velopcont could contribute to exan1ned to 

t h e r ecoval of this ecclesiol ogical stumbling block . Thia is a 

proper task, we beli eve , for the Angli can/Roman Catholic 

International Co0C1iesion rather than for ourselves in order that 

a ny s t .ateuumt r eeu.l ting ,,.,.ould carry the necessary wei ght . 

4 , We have just brought i nto conjunct ion the ',ttords "pastoral" 

and "j uridical" . Too frequently these words aeeo to us to bee 

used wit h emotional over~ones havi ng the cffoct of caking thom 

antithetical . A pastoral purpoae may r equire expression in 

~uridical language and process : to legislators and adoinistrntor s 
k ~gg~ 

ot the law th'ia pas t oral end shouldalways.(;--=:r to be prir-o.ry; 

insensitivity to t his truth can l ead on the one sido to an 

i mpr ession of obs tructive legali sm and , in reaction , t o an 

i mpatience with any !'orm of regulation governing marrioges . 

Further study of the r &latt.on or the paetora l to the juridical is 

called f or (lnd might well be undertaken by this Coor.;i!,:sion in 

the i mmediate future, 

5. A~other of our difficultie~ has both a theological and a 

philosophical foundation : it is the notion of an indissoluble 

"vinculun.11 • we discussed the relevo.nt Anglican practice i n the 

Repor t of our Wlndsor oec t i.ng, pt1r :igrnph six, in which ~·,a3 

ti "
•m-~on to both Churches , that persons r ecor ded t he expecta on , v - • 

entering d ~o , .. ~ th a f ull nnd uncondi tion~l nw.rriage oust o Q .~ .... 

t t The publ icotion an.1 8xclusive cocm1 men • intention of lifelong " 

in 1971 of the 
~ n entitled Report of a?} Archbishop , s Conrr.isc;.-.o ' 

• Di· vo~cc end the Church 1 , Marriage , .. (S . P,C,K , ) occasioned• 

' 
f urther discus$ion of t he t:1utte r . 

ln this the question or ose , 

Is the notion of 
•rc""kdown of o~rriogc cot:'lpntible irretrievable ~ ,.. 

with the concept of o.n i ndissoluble ytn.ouJ.1i.~? 
we would wish to 
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include i n our own progr o.ooe on early t)xaa.inn.t ion of thia 

quest ion . Tho diff icu.lty is .felt not on one aide onl y : Anglico.na 

feel that tho Roman Ca t holic pr ectice of decle r i ng nullity 

presu'r}poscs a j urisdiction which oln.iue t o eotnblish , circuMscribe 

and even ch3ngo the grounds upon which valid oarringo is 

contracted , t hus giv i ng to t hat Church monns by which it can 

accormodat e an npparcn t ly absolutist doctrine to the r equi:r-or.ent:. 

of pastor::tl pr l\ctice . The publicity accorded t o :nnrriagc cases 

invol ving celebrated persons aggr ava t es t hie unca.se , end call~ 

for o.t l east sone c lar ification of Rou...-m CD.tbolic principl~ and 

pr o.ctice~ In the clri.r ificati on of these queetions we •uould 

~ecesso.r ily explor e the l.alder stand.ing of the word 1validity 1 

held in cnch Church . The r e - examination of i ndicsolub111ty 

which we env i sage should inolude a j oint cxogctieal study of 

" b the 11.?.tth~ea.n excopt1on 11 and other r e l eva nt tex ts under t~k~n y 

s chola r s able t o wor k in pr oxin i t y . 

•. Our Windsor Report, par agr aph 8 , r ecorded a nu.tual 

under standing of the Stler ~nental cha racter of t.i:;:rri-oge . 1'hiS 

acc ord seeoed t o be under oined by a r eading or the Report , 

i d th Churc'n ' rt··0, •• v <nn discussed the r.J).tt~r t!z1ilrringa , D vorce an e • ~ o -

again , the r e f o re, v:e f ound our or iginal accord confir ned , c. t 

least in our conr.on belie: f in F.l. sacr:i.nentol r cr:.lity i n no.rriage , 

nl though t he nccessi ty if not propr i e ty of stric t 0 e;1cr ;1::ie:, tal '' 

d t " qu•··~t.; on on the ;.nglic~n ~ide • teroinology r en~in0 open •✓ ~ - ~ 

d th t "the dut·., to edUC'lte 7 . In our Windsor Report we 3grce • o. ., 
• b ~ by othi:t 

i th Rot·,n:n C:l t holic f~ith i:-.; circunser l. e(, childrc~ n . c -

f ~,.,,.~, e r ving the t.mi t.:," of the f :=t::'lily" duties such ~~ t h~t o ~ ~ 

(Pago 6 , 

r equired 

viribus 0 

5- 7) , In tho ;,postol io Lett~r the pr o::ii:le 

Cll.tholic p~rtri..: r 1::; to provide "pro o f the Reir.~n 
o f tho c!1ildrer, of the 

for t:w Ro!::an Cn tt':.ol ic educ-!'. tion 

Ucus' ly t r ~n$lu t ed 
' bi•l p". , ~so i $ - -~ ?hie L:::. t in ao •rn !' .... " 

into Engl ish 1,do :'\ll i!'1 hin power''· 
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b& 1.1nd o-ft<:n 'l.e l\tlc1,1c.><H) to j uet.l t.r 

.J l;ho Rvi:,f\n Vu thol ic party 
acting i n a way which d1oregard• the e l · h qua rig .tn in conscience 

of the non- Roman C~thol1c party , and oven t o juntify the Rom~n 

Cn tholic udopting en atti tudo or pur suing his purpos& in \•;Z\ya 

which might endo.nger tho mnrriage . It is rocogni&od t hnt 

r esponsible Roman Catholic comment ~tors on the Lettor (incl uding 

many epi scopal confer ences) do not put thie inter pre t a t ion on 

the Lntin phrose , but rather confirm our Windsor statement 

quoted nbove . The Roman C:l.thol1o undortn.k1ng " O' ·:" \· i.rlbus" is 

givQn onv tsl'laing 1.he m,:i i·.1.·t:lP.e A1tu/\tion , with :111 the mutu,,"Ll 

rights a nd o'bligo.tiona which t he theology of m.o.i·r1age s ees as 

belonging t o the married state . 

o. The use of the Lo.tin phrase in the offic ial toxt also mar ks 

r ecognition th~t , na our second Report from Rome in 1s,1 pu t it~ 

11 •• • no di spositions which the Churches cnn onkc con wholly 

d..:to1·mine the iU:turo of o m.nrringe 11
, 

••we acknowledge that ns t he epousco o.fte r th~ir ma:t•J.· ic.t)e 

1 expar ience the cenning o f their one ness a nd at t c in to i t ,.,,ith 

gr owing pe rfection dny by do.y 1 (Goud,ium e t ::;pe!\,! .~a) they must 

be encour.:-.ged to ootte to a cor.I:lon mind in dec iding quostions 

r e l a tive to t heir conju,;nl t.nd f amily life . " 

) . Prolonged d isoustiion of e pis copnl pr ~etico i n this r <3gar d , 

baaed on ::i. prol iminc r y s urvey of th<! r cgul~tiona i ~suc:d by 

voriou& Episcopal Cont'er cnccs , r evealed the ne~d cor d cc per 

'l'he strict r cquirem~nt of 
study of some n ttcnd ;n'lt qucs t ioru1 • 

t he Romon C;.:.t t.olic p:i.rty Le tter is simpl y tl'.t-.t the Apoot olic 

ahnll be br oucht to 

''pro v i i:i bu s! f or the C'\tholiC 

th(l nOtJ-ROm..'"'.ll 

obl i t;rt t iOtl . 

d b ~ de m"t>r c of this Co.tJ:nJ 1.1,. r,nrt n<-u:· shonl .: r. •• \ .. • • 

"ni" \: r s~l ly undt: ratood- Jtnd a cted upot1 , 
tf this wer e ,.. ~ 

difficulty beyond th:\t crented by 

Jtevcrtheleas 
there would s~ldOlD nrioe any 

i 1 . C"' l di.t;c r e minoy t:i(.:ntion.:d o.Qove . 
the eccl~s o 051. ~- • 
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Anglico.nu rtnd cr"n-• ~ 1 ..... , n,• HU'""'"0 11 ,...,,..,.,,.1hl l" VstT"JOkies or 

1ntorprctntion nnd prticticQ. In pnrticu.lnr they would w1ch that 
any priest conducting p~otor4l intorviowo with poroons 

i~tonding n :i1xcd corriage ehould wnrn thee oxplic1tly -1.t such 

be tho cosc - thot the t,rnnting or rcfutol. ot the d1sponao.t1on 

by tho ordinary might be i nfluenced by who.t they no.y or do not 

a~y in thcee 1nte:rv1e"fS . 

10. Upon C~nonical Porm, we cade ooncrete rococ::::l,1)nd'lt1ona in 

our Second Report, no.ttely tho.t 110n condition that joint pl-\s 't~ro.l 

preporot1on hoe been given , and freedom to marry ootnbltstcd to 

the ontistaction ot the bishop ot the Ro:ian Catholic p,rty end 

o! the c ompetent :,ns,li.co.n .authority , t ho ma1·ri.-.ge c.n:1 v(llidly 

a nd lawfully toko plnco boforo the duly authorised r1iniet1.r or 

the Church or oithcr p3rty• . '!'bough tho APootol1o Letter oakes 

difforcnt provioiono, ()!»\. i•t•:\ · 9) rurthur rofl• ction would 

lead us to r eitcr {'.tO OW" or1g1ncl ouggcetion, for the to:low1ng 

i·easons. Pirst, it ie prqtcr:\ble tor nny pr:\cticv to be 'brought 

within the gcnor3.l low r other thon be ni;dc the object of 

fr~Qucnt dioponsnt ion . Secondly t o extend tho soope o! 

oanoniccl Fora to includo h.n4:tlictin ::.in1ot-era cclebr::1t1ns the 

Anglican rite would be ,n occumenicr:l r.ct ot protowld 

oignifiocnce , ~ivins notobl e oubstnncc to thoec otriciil 

1 n• "-V•· d•·clor ed o 11:lp<:cia.l uttcrcnc ~c which, in v~r ous •-.ys , • ~ 

relo.tionship'' to .)Xi&t bct-\-:acn our tno Churchc!J • 

11 . i to thoo.:: wordo o! the We ,vieh to dr:·w, sp"c i al "lttent on 

Apootolic Let tor (no . 14) which d trect pastor-.; to "help t.?te 
j 1 --nd rm,U" 

;n:'\rriqd couple to to£ter the unity of their con 1.t.1tn ' ~ J 

whioh 'in l:hP r nr.A of f:h..-1.otinno ie b~sc,d O!? 

To thoe:e ends 1 t is to b(/' dcsirvd th.:at thoue 

thlll!' 
life - a unity 

bnptiem too . 
f inccro opt3Ulleli& nnd 

•• t 0 •1i.ah rcl•t tionohi~ O s pas-tora should ..,,v 
or: othM' ~omow1it!-.,s - " 

enl t.;ht-an~d confiUoncc w1 th rn1n i:.1t~ro 
J t· no or th~~~ r~l~tionohips be 

ti/c wi{:Jh to urgi, the t, t!iP fou1h,O. ..L .. 

-
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laid on the wider bo.ala of a. general reoognltion or O Joint 
pastoral comnitoent to the soaroh for "~ity ·, ""'' out of this would 
grow tho.t nutual trust and it fr o.o Y on which a conoon concern 
for oixed aarringoo ld 1 • oou on y ~enef1t . ~ore are several 

has alre~dy been r egions , notably in Canada , where there 

conspicuous achievccont in this field . Those responsible for 

should be po.rticularly nv,aro of their the t raining of the clergy 

opportunity t o orcat0 right disposi tiona in those on whooe 

initiative further growth will depend . We could onviange 

c oncerted paetornl letters of guidance issued to the clergy or 

both Churches t o help thee in carrying out their paetoro.l task. 

12 . One or two c::ittera of theologico.l et:\tement r enain for 

elucid3t:ion, which we would hope to undertake in tho near 

future . It haa been argued thnt the protdso concerning cctholic 

upbringing , because it·requi-res a pr ior undertaking froc the 

Ronan Catholic part y, is inconsistent with that paosago of the 

\l'aticnn II Decree on Roligioua Liberty (1 :5) which neserto the 

right 0£ p~rents 11 to dctercinc, in accordance with their own 

religious beliefs, the kind of r eligi ous educ~tion th~t their 

children a r e to r eceive" . The question requires exacin~tion. 

A r elo.toll question is the censo in which t he obligction of thfl" 

Ca,tholic pa.rent to bring up his children in his o,·m feith can 

be said t o be 11o f Divine L..~w" . 
1'he Angl ie.:rn would o.ckno~'lledga 

a Divine L:iw for Christiane to offer o. Christi~n upbringing to 

their childr en, but would q,uestion whether ~ny no.rrower dcfjnition 

than thi s could be 3nid to hn•Je "Divine" s.nriction . 

13. It i$ the CoL'\Oi ~aion 1 s intention to plnn its future 
rre ,•,ould confidently 

notivitic-s on tho lines he re $U(o;tJ-OSt..:<1 • 

the :~nglicnn/Romi.n c::itholic 
hope f o r the co- op~r~tion of 

A~ o th.:;r speciclista where the 
Intcrnntioflol Cocoiesion and v~ 

n eed, ns we ha ve suggested , r:1ay arise . 
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: 4 . U-l~bcrs unanicously r ecord their thanka t o the Archbishop 

of C~nta~bury f or his hospitnlity, ~nd to Prebendary H. Coop~r 

nnd the ~;;\ti.on.c.l Libera l Club for the r ecnrkably soooth and 

eoof or tnCle nrrangeoonts oo.de for the coeting . 
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