A+/R.C,C.M.11 (Reviged)

THIRD REPCRT OF THE AHELIEARERﬂHRH CATHOLIC COMMISSION ON THE
1 A

(Alterations made at Cardinal Willebrands' request underlined)

1. The Commission held its third meeting at the National

Liberal Club, Londen, from November 22md to 25th 1971, It
reviewed events and developments in the three years since ita
meeting at FPineta Sacchetti; Rome; in Hovember 1968 and in the
light of these re-exapined the agrecperts reached and
recomnendztions made at its two previous meetings and subnitted
to the respective Church authorities. Chlef among these eventa
were the publication of the Apostolle Letter 'Mefrimonia Mixtal
in the spring of 1970 and its coming into force im Oetober of

the same year: Eplscopal Conferences issued thelr directions for
the implementing of the Apostolic Ietter inm thelr own regions.
Equally significant is the development in many parta of the
world of joint pastoral activity and experiment and the
communication of experience from families originating in mixed
marriages, At the same time the wider theological exploration
undertaken by the fnglican/Roman Catholic International Commisslon
has made considerable progress, relevapt indeed to our task, but
not yet beginning to resolve some of the problems which

constantly reveal themselves as lying at the root of our
difficulties.
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Ba It ia necessnry, therefore, for theologians to g0 to the

root of thia problem as quickly as pessible, There are

eéxpressions and statenents in the Conciliar documents of
Vatiecan II and 4in subsequent Papal utternnces
exanined to see whether their

which ought to be

development could contribute to

the removal of this ecclesiclogienl stumbling block, This is a

proper task, we believe, for the Anglican/Roman Catholie

International Commission rather than for ourselvea in order that

any statenent resulting would ecarry the necessary weight.

4. We have just brought into conjunction the words "pasteoraln

and "juridical"., Too frequently these words seem to us to be

used with emotional over<enes having the effeet of eaking then

antithetical. A pastoral purpese may reguire gxpression in

juridiecal langusge and process: to legislators and mdministrators

DER
of the law this pastoral end shnulﬂalwaysﬂ?¢l=: g be prieary;

insensitivity to this truth ecan lead 9m the one gide to an
impression of obatructive legalism and, in reaction, to an
lmpatience with any form of regulation governing marrioges.
Parther study of the relation of the pastoral to the juridieal is
called for and might well be undertaken by this Commissien in
the immediate future,

5, Another of our difficulties has both a theological and a
philosophical foundation: it is the notion of an indissoluble
meinoulum”, We discussed the relewant Anglican practice in the
Report of our Windsor mecting, paragraph gix, in which was
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include in our own Progracioe an early exanination of this

quéstion. The difficulty iz falt noet on one gide only: anglieang
feel that the HRoman Catholic practice of declaring nullity
presupposes & Jurisdiction which cloimg to eatablish, eircumseribe
and even change the grounds upen which valid obarriage is
contracted, thus giving to that Church neans by which it can
acconnodate an apparently absolutist doctrine to the requirenents
of pastoral proctice. The publicity accorded to marriage eases
involving celebrated persons aggravates this unease, and eanlls

for ot least some clarification of Reman Catholie prineiple nnd

practice. In the clorification of thesc gquestions we would
necessarily explore the understanding of the word fvalidity!
held in each Church. The re-examination of indissolubility
wﬁich we envisage should include a Jeoint exegetieal gtudy of
the Matthacan exception" and other relevant texts undertaken by

scholars eble fto work in proxioity.

#. Our Windsor Report, paragraph 8, recorded & mutual
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understanding of the soeranental character of narringe. Ihis

accord seered to be undernined by a roading of the Report,
iMarringe, Divorce and the Chureh'!. Heving discussed the matter
again, thercfore, we found our ariginal accord econfirmed, ot
{east in our cormon belicf in a saeranental reality in merriage,
although the necessity if not propriety of strict Ysacramental
terminology renained open to gquestion on the Anglican side.
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be and often io addnced to Justlfy %ha Reman Cutholic party

acting in a way whieh disregards the equal righta in eonzcienece

of the non-Roman CGatholice party, and even to Justify the Roman

Cathoelie ndopting an attitude or pursuing his purpose in waye

which might endanger the warriage. It is regognised that
responsible Roman Cathollie commentotors on the Lettor (including
many cpiscopal conferences) do not put this interpretation o
the Latin phrase, but rather confirm our Windsor statement
quoted above, The Roman Catholic undertaking "ovo viribus" is
glven envisaging the maveinege aituntion, with all the mutual
rights and obligations which the theology of morrisge sees as
belonging to the married state,

B, The uge of the Lotin phrase in the official text also marks
recognition that, as our seoond Report from Rome in 1%ed put 1%
W,,.no diepoeitions which the Churches ¢an mnke onn wholly

de tormine the future of o mnrriage".

“Fe neknowledge that ns the spouses after thelr narricge
texperience the meaning of thelr oneness and attein to it with
growing perfection day by dpy? (Goudium ot Spes) 4R) they nust
be encouraged to come %o 2 comnon mind in deciding gueaticns

relative to their conjugnl and family life,"
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by the ordinary might be influenced by whaot they say or do rpat

g2y in these interviews,

10. Upon Cononical Porm, we made concrete recomsendations inm
our Sccond Report, namely that "en condition that joint pasworal
preperation has been given, and freedom to marry catablished to
the potisfaction of the bishop of the Roman Catholie party ond
of the competent Anglican authority, the marricge cay validly
nnd lawfully take place before the duly authorised minleter of
the Chureh of either porty™. Though the Apostolie Lettor mokes
different provisions, (Mat. Mixt. 9) further roflection would
lead us to relterate our original suggestion, for the followlng
veasons. Pirat, it is preferable for amy practicc to be brought
within the gemeral law rather thon be node the cbjuct of
frequent dispunsation., Seecondly to extend the seope of
ganoniesl Form to include ingliean ministers cclebrating the
Anglicon rite would be an sooumenicrl net of profound

aignificonce, giving notnble pubstaonce to those afficial
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relationahip” to oxist batween our two Churchcs.

11. We wish to drow special attention %o thone words of the

ipoatoliec Letter {vo. 14) whieh direct pastors to "help the
married couple to foster the unity af their eonjugnl ond faplly
life = o unity whish din the onme of rhriotinna ie boand on thalr
paptisn too. To those onds it is to be desired that those
pastors should gstablish relutionshipe of gingcye openness :ﬂd
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12id on the wider basis of a general recognition of a joint

pratoral commitnent to the search for unity; out of this would
grow that outusl trust and anity from which a conron coencern
for nixed varrieges could only benefit., There are severnl
regions, notably in Canada, where there has alrendy beean

conspleucus achieverent in this fisld., Those responsible for

the training of the clergy should be porticularly aware of their
sopportunity to ereate right dispositions in those on whoge

- initiative further growth will depend. We could enviange
gongerted pastoral letters of guldance lssued to the eclergy of

both Churches to help then in carrying out their pastoral task,

12, One or two mattera of theclogieal atatement remain for
elucidaotion, which we would hope to undertake in the near
future. It has been argued that the promise concerning Cotholic
upbringing, becsuse it-'requires a prior undertoking froo the
Roman Cotholie party, is inconsistent with that possage aof  the
Yotican II Decrce on Religious Liberty {1:5) which asserts the
right of parents "to detercine, in aceordance with their own
religious beliefs, the kind of religious educntion thot their
children are to recelwvel, The guestion requires exanination,

A reloted question is the sense in which the obligatiom of the
Catholic parent to bring up his ehildren in hiz own folth con
te sgald to be "of Divine Law", The ingliean would acknowledga
throigtisn upbringing 1o

ar definitdon

a Divine Iow for Christians to offer o

their children, btut would question whether any nArrow

than this eould be zald to have "Divine" ennction.

13, It is the Connission's intention o plan its fuinre
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-4, QMenbers unanimously record their thanks to the Archbishop
of Canterbury for his hospitality, and to Prebendary H. Cooper
and the N¥ational Liberal Club for the remnrkably smooth and

comfortatle arrangenents made for the meeting,
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