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MARRTAGES BETWERN ARGLICANS AND ROMAN CATHOLIGS
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'%'ha Roman Catholic Church regards it as an impediment to marrisge if the
intended pari::n&r is not a Roman Catholie, if however, that partner is n
baptised Christian, it is an impediment which would make the marriage
against ecclesiastical law but not invalid. Hence the Roman Catholic
needs a dispensation from the impediment to marry an Anglican. This is
eagily granted once other requirements are fulfilled.

The Church of England does not recognise any such impediment, and is mot
happy with the idea that one Christian should need permission to marry
another. Basically the difference of attitude is cne that stems from
different understandings of the Church in the two communions.

The impediment is simply one of positive Roman Catholic law which that
Church could abolish. One might argue that it is better to abolish a law
than to preserve one that is so frequently dispensed from, particularly
if it causes difficulties to other Churches. The Roman Catholic Church,

however, sees the request for the dispensaticn as an important oppertunity
for ensuring that the Roman Catholic partner is made fully aware of hise
obligations.
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the marriage relationship out of balance from the start. Onee more, the
bagic difference is in basic understandings of the Church: but other
Churches find the Roman Catholic Chureh too prone to hedge its convietions
with laws. As with the other promise, the Roman Catholic Church has
hitherto retained the promise about the children in order that its members

entering a mixed marriage will face and understand their position as
Roman Cathelics.
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Does the promisge in fact create an imbalance? It need not do so. if it
is rightly understood by both partners. Flrstlnf all, it i=s of its nature
simply an assurance by the Roman Catholic to his own Church that hgdunuizr-;
stands his beliefs as a Roman Cathelic. It is not, as it were, ad ze;dc-
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Thus it is not practicable to separate the legal from the pastoral aspecks
of the promise situstion into stages: the Roman Cathelic priest cannot
Tirst settle the legal question and then handle the pastoral side, if only
because the legel aspect needs a pastoral context and explonation. Hut
it is nonetheless important for the priest to keep the twe aspects sepa-
rate in his own mind. He will mislead the couple sericusly, and destroy
his pastoral relationship with them, if they find that what comes out in
a perscnal conversation intended for their guidance (e.g. a reticence on
either side about their probable future course of action) counts against
their being grant=d a dispensation to marry, even though the Roman
Catholic is sincerely able to make the promise.

In any case it is very desirable that the couple shcuul-:i_s-::- together to
see the priests of both their Churches. A Roman ﬂ;ath::-]. ic priest ﬁhuul_.d
make some attempt to reattach even a nm_’_mall Anglican to his own E&;:u:rc.m.h
and vice versa. A greater degree of christian conviction and 1:1::'; -ene:,
on the part of the weaker partner will be a help and suppert to the mor

committed one.
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Place and form of the wedding
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'J[‘::n:e:::‘tnggﬂhlxw:ﬁ, it has become reasonably common for a dispensation

e granted to a Roman Catholic to enable him tao

marry a committed member of another Church, usuwally the bride, in her own
Church. In this case the ceremony will be according to the rite of the other
Church. Its minister may invite a Foman Catholic priest to take seme part, in
order to represent the two=Church nature of the marriage, but this is not a
condition of the dispensation being granted. The dispensation from canenical
form has to be obtained by the Roman Cathelic from the bishep of the diocese
in which he lives; normally the priest who handles the necessary prelimans
aries will apply to the bishep for it on his behalf.

when a marriage with an Anglican is to take place in a Roman Cathelic
church, the Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales allow a HNupt ial
Mass, but hitherto they have not permitted the Anglican partner to com-
municate at this Mass. It must first be realised that to have Hass at
all at a wedding will appear to Some Anglican families to make the occasian
geem one for the Roman Catholic family rather than for them, even ;!‘
Anglican priests are invited to take some part. Fupther, the ability of
only one partner and one family to communicate is seen by Sany on 'E"?*f"‘b
gides as a serious difficulty. Henece 1t will be for the pastors af both
Churches to help the couple to decide what they themselves want fﬂrt‘
their wedding, and to help them with any family pressures that may arige.
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What , therefore, is a legal as well as n moral oblipation on the To-ag
Catholic in respect of his own priest - that he :;-.hmhﬂ, with b :--; ]:{a.:.:.’.-.
Prea?nt himself for instruction in 'the ends and cssentin [ﬁ“v'.n“f of
marriage' - is no less a moral obligation on the Anplican in respect of
his parish priest in the Church of Bngland. It should appear natural
that the Anglican rector or vicar should be entrusted with his part alon
in the preparation of the couple for their marriage. '

In matters where the Roman Catholic Church hae ruled ropre definitively
than the Church of England has, for instance upon the allowable methnds
of spacing and timing the conception of children, it is important that
each partner should understand the other's cbligations in conscience, in
order that they can come to some basic apreement between themselves before
they commit themselves irrevocably in marriage. The pricst or clerpyman
can help to assure that the teaching of the respective Churches 1s fully
understood, and that the couple are equipped to decide these ratters for
themselves; he cannct decide them for them; and certainly he can require
no promise to be made relating te them as a condition of application for
any necessary dispensaticns.

In plannine the wedding, just as the twe families will F.II'I""-'.-.' t'nc.-.-*:-ﬂ'l es
sansitive te ite inter-Church character by the courtesy of their invi-
tations, so the clergy will be sensitive to the risk of cn.rnr—u_u-:-n.?i:1i:_n;.
and fragmenting the service. They will be sengitive alsc to tni ri.. .-:-.1
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body or community withino Wwhich they make their covenant .
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