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e Given that certain churches of the Anglican Communion
have ordained women to the presbyterate, the question posed
to the Consultation was not to discuss whether or not it is
right to ordain wmen, but to consider "To what extent and
in what ways churches with women priests and churches without (o e,

can be reconciled in sacramental fellowship'. [t ts

Xy A substantial majority in each Anglican church accecpts
the possibility of ordaining women to the presbyterates Some
churches have already procceded to such ordinationsg At this
time no Anglican church has aégggggzgie}y stated thnt such
ordinations are impossible, though some churches have not yet
considered the ouestion officially and others have for various
reasons decided not to ordain women at least for the present.
The Roman Catholic Church belicves th-t she has not the right
to change the tradition "unbroken thoughout the history of the

church, universal in the East and in the West," and considered

to conform to God's plan for his Church.

e In the face of these two positions the ouestion must be:
js 1t still possible for our two churches to pe—-cstablish full

communion between them and if so how, since full communion

presupposes the matual recognition of ministry. On the one

hand could the Roman Catholic Church, which judges it impossible,
for theological reasons, to ordain women, recognize such

ordinations in the Anglicen Communion? How could ghe hold
such ordinations impossible for her yet possible for the Anglican

Communion?

4, On the other hand, many Anglicans find it aifficult tnr
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accept the official Roman Crtholic position (as exnresse3(
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