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I THE CENTRALITY OF THE EUCHARIST IN THE LIFE OF
THE PEOPLE OF GOCD

1. Tt is through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ that God
has reconciled men to Himself and, in Him, offers unity to all mankind,
Our relationship with .ne another as children of God is inaugurated by
baptism into Christ through the Holy Spirit, and is expressed and deepened
through the Eucharist.

2o The centrality of the Eucharist in the obedience and worship of the
‘people of God derives from its institution by Our Lord on the night before
He died, Whether or not the Last Supper was itself a Passover meal, it is
in the context of the Passover that its institution and the Cross must be
understood. The Passover was the celebration of Israel's deliverance from
slavery and of their constitution as God's people sealed by the 4
Covenant of Sirnai, It foreshadowed the universal deliverance from sin
offered for the reconciliation of all men by Christ through the New
Covenant sealed with His blood.

S Christ made upon the Cross the one true perfect and sufficient
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world., He was raised from the dead and
entered into His glory. He is the head of His body, the Church, who
through the Holy Spirit in the Eucharist deepens the union of His members
with Himself in His death and resurrection.

b, When the Church gathers for the Eucharist it is Christ crucified and
risen who gives thanks and unites us with His thanksgiving for all God's
mercies in creation and redemption.

It is Christ, priest and victim, who offers to the Father the total
self-surrender which found its supreme expression in His death and unites
us with His self-offering.

It is Christ who proclaims forgiveness of our sins and identifies us
with His perfect obedience,

It is Christ who unites us with Him in His intercession for ourselves
and for all mankind.

It is from Christ that we receive this bread of life and the cup of
salvation, and in Him that we are offered anew to the Father's service,

In the Eucharist therefore it is the whole Church whieh shares Christ's
priesthood and is associated with His sacrificg although the ordained minister
who presides has particular liturgical functions as the representative of
Christ and His people,

5 It is through our obedience to Christ's command, Do this in remembrance
of Me, that the Eucharist has become the central action of Christ in His
body the Church, whereby its life is built up, its fellowship strengthened
and its mission furthered. It is in the Eucharist that the Church becomes
most intensely itself; for the identity of the Church as the Bedy of Christ
is both expressed and effectively fostered by its being gathered around and
partaking of His Body and Blood, In the Sacrament of the Eucharist the
visible elements have present in.them a spiritual reality: the erucified
and risen Christ, who through them according to His promise offers Himself
to all His people.
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When His people gather for the Ducharist ‘o rommemorate His saving acts
for our redemption, Christ, sacram:ntally present, makes effective among us
the eternal benefits of His victory on the Cross and elicits and renews our
response of faith, thanksgiving and self-surrender. This response must inform’
the whole life of every Christian and be continually expressed in all his '
activities. "I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice. holy and ‘acceptable to God,
which i# your spiritual worship." (Rom. 12:1.)

In the Eucharist we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. Everything
that is offered to us in the eucharistic gift belongs to the age of fulfilment,
inaugurated by Christ's coming into the world. We look back with thanksgiving
£o what Christ has done for us: we greet Him present among us: we look
forward to His final coming in the fullness of His kingdom when ''the Son
Himself will also be subjected to Him who put all things under Him, that

' God may be everything to everyone'. (1 Cor. 15:28.)

1T EUCHARISTIC LiNGUAGE

In the course of the Church's history several traditions have
developed in expressing Christian understanding of the Eucharist: for
example, various names have become ocustomary as descriptions of the Eucharist,
vizs, the Lord's Supper, the Mass, the Holy Communion, the Liturgy, the Holy
Mysteries. Some of these have acquired emotive content after divisions have
arisen, and have been-taken as slogans. Perhaps the Eucharist has become
the most universally acceptable term, since all are agreed that the giving
of thanks over bread and wine constituted a basic theme in all primitive
Christian liturgies. Underneath the use of differing terms lie the real
problems of belief and practice.

God speaks to us using His material creation as & languagee This is
illustrated by the great value the Fathers placed upon signs and symbols,
the mysteria of the Greek-speaking Church. )

Christ and the early Church, in expressing the meaning of His death
and resurrection, found the language of sacrifice indispensable. For the
Hebrew, sacrifice was a traditional means of communication with God. This
involved a wide range of expression, for example, the Passover, which was
essentially a communal feastj the Day of Atonement, which was escentially
expiatory; the Covenant, which was essentially the establishing of
communion between God and man. The institution and celebration of the Last
Supper, within the Passover setting, was one of the principal ways by which

‘the sacrificial meaning of Christ's death and resurrection was expressed.

Hence it was by a natural development that the Eucharist itself came to be
described in sacrifical terms. In the mind of the early Church there was
a close nexus between the Cross as a sacrifice and the Eucharist,

It was around this point that controversy was later to rage. Some
parties took any sacrificial content in the Eucharist to detract from the
' once and for all' nature of Christ's self-offering on the Cross, because
they thought it meant regarding the Eucharist as a repeatable sacrifice in
its own right. Others insisted on the sacrificial character of the
Eucharist and by their language and practices (for example, Chantry Masses)
appeared to lend colour to these suspicions. This casse-tete can be
avoided by recourse to the Passover. The events of the exodus were accepted
by the Hebrews as having happened once and for all in history, and the
annual Passover sacrifice was seen by them as the 'remembering' (i;g., the
making effective in the present) of these events in the continuing life of
Isrcel, Similarly the Covenant, though seen as once made on Mount Sinai,
was regularly renewed.* In the same way we all accept Christ's death and
resurrection as having taken place once and for all in hislory. We therefore
see the Eucharist as the regular 'remembering' of His historical self-offering
in the continuing life of the Christian Church.

* See the meaning of the Hebrew root zkr and see the works of J. Jeremias,
in particular The BEucharistic Words of Jesus, pp. 163-l.
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This relationship between Christ's sacrifice and the Eucharist gave
rise to the use in the Greck Chuwuwch of the term mysterion, This was
translated into Latin as sacramentum. Hence the Eucharist is seen in the
Western Church as the sacraement of Christ's 'once and for all' sacrifice.
Against this background we ought to be able to speak of the Eucharist in
sacrifical terms, but when a phrase such as 'the Sacrifice of the Mass!
is used, this raises in the minds of many Anglicans historical objections
which stem from past controversies.

We suggest that the whole language of sacrifice be reconsidered, both
in the light of Hebraic usage and also in the light of the growing
irrelevance of the sacral terms when used in the modern Western situation,
This situation might be met, for example, by St. Augustine's definition:
Sacrificium est omne opus quod agitur ut sancta societate inhaerzamus Deo.
(City of God, 10(b).) Such a reconsideration could have the effect of
deepending our uaderstanding with regard to the eucharistic sacrifice.

Another recovered insight of recent years has been the sense of the
Bucharist as the commumity meal, This goes back far into Hebraic practice,
not only of the Passover but of the predominant type of offering - the
communal meal type of sacrifice (gi. Ex. 24y 1 Sam. 9:13.). Inherent in the
idea of eucharistic sacrifice is that of the communal meal, which establishes
fellowship between man and God, and man and man. This cardinal aspect of
the Bucharist should not be neglected. 5

The mode of the presence of Christ in the Fucharist has often been a
fruitful cause of discord in the Western Church. This has led to arguments
focussed too narrowly on the way in which Christ is present in the consecrated
bread and wine. Yet all agree that the presence of Christ in the eucharistic
comminity is the ultimate meaning of the sacrament. The real presence of
Christ in the elements, as understoocd by the Western Catholic tradition,
should be seen as a dynamic presence, finding its fulfilment in the umity of
the body of Christ and in the sanctificaticn of the believer. The terms
'transubstantiation' and 'consubstantiation' were orginally linked with a
specific philosophical system and ought not therefore to be serious bones of
theological contention, Perhaps the term 'real presence' has similar
philosophical connexions, but it has a certain popular appeal, and even in the
authentic Catholic tradition is to be distinguished from a purely local
presence. Devoticnal language of the 'priscmner in the tabernacle! type implies
a false understanding of the mode of the eucharistic presence.

Liturgical renewal, a thorough understanding of the origins of sacrifice,
a deepér study of the use of typology and symbolism, and a careful consideration
of all aspects of the Eucharist, should go a long way to overcome problems of
the use of language.*

ITI FEUCH,RISTIC PRACTICE

Holy Communion

The Anglican Church, in common with the Eastern Churches and in
conformity with the practice of the primitive Church, always administers
Communion in both kinds. This practice is not intended to deny that the whole
Christ is present in either species, but to show obedience to Our Lord's
command, to adhere to primitive norms, and to express as fully as possible
the unity of priest and people in sharing the eucharistic meal,

Anglicans find no insuperable practical difficulties in administering a
common cup with reverence even to large numbers including children. If either
element is finished before all have communicated provision is made in the
rnbrics of the Prayer Book for further consecration, If a large amount of the
consecrated elements be left over, the priest consumes them himself or calls on
some of the communicants present to assist him with their consumption,

* We ask for further study to be made of '"The Emerging Consensus on the
Eucharist'", Faith and Order Commission of the W.C.C.







