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Mool text
5. Since the publication of the Agrced Stotement on

inisgtry ond Ovdination there have been rupid
developuents with regard to the oxrdination of wonen to the
priesthood. Anslican nroviineces which: aie already procecding

to ordaia wouen to the presbyterote believe that their aetion
in,lies no den.rture fron the troaditionnl doctrine of the
ordained ainistry og cxpounded, for exsmple, in the Azrced
Statement. In any case the nrincinles on which our

doctrin:l asreenent restc are unaffacted by such ordinntions
anit objections + to thea , e.z. the denarture from trnditional
aracitice, should be distinguished from those which have
~hitherto been raised against the validity of Anglican Orders.

The Windsor and Canterbury Stotements, and our
subsequeni discusgions on them, have revealed & consensus which

places in a ner context the cuestioa of reconeilistion of

our niristries, o question not to be cousidered .poart fron that
of the establighaent of full orgunic uaity. The exient

of our zgreecueni on the sacramentnl piresence of Christ in the
Fuchurist ond ite sacrificial characier, on the n~ture of
ordination and on cpostolic succession shows thot there is no
diver~ence heiween ug on tlhc docirine of the Xucharist or
dinigtry sufficient to prevent communion, Whether this
azrcement calls for the re-exaninotion of the verdict of 1395
(Avostolicae Curse) or whether snae other way of reconeiling
sur mianistries sould now be soupsht, we do not congider within
our terns of refe.cace to decide. It ans not been our task
to pags judgencat upon wwevious decisioas, rather, thoush ~ware
of their consequences, we have looXked to the future and to, the
next stens toards full orsanic uaity, These, we helieve,
et inelude wositive initiatives by the Roman Catholic

chureh ond affirmation by the anrlican Coaaunion of its desire

to enter into communion with the See of Roae,




