DA THE EUCHARTIST

1. Tn tae cource of the Churcﬂ's history seﬁerai fraditions have
ueveloped in expressing Christian understanding of the Eucharist. (Eg;
exomple, various names have become customary as descriptions of the
Bucharist: Lord‘SVSupper, Liturgy, Holy Mysteries, Synaxis, Mass, Holy
Usrmrnicn,  The Eucharist has become the most tniversally accepted term.)
£ enzential preliminary o partial or full commmion is a substantial
consensus on the purpose and meaning of the Eucharist. Our intention has
been to seekx a deeper understanding of the reality of the Eucharist which
is consonant with biblical teaching and with the traditionf of our
cermon inkeritance, and to exprens in this document the consensus we
e

nove reacned.

2, Thicugh the 14%¢, death and resurrcction of Jesus Christ God has
rcoenciled men to Himself, and in Christ he offers wnity to all mankind.
oo iford God calle wve into a new relationship with Fimself as our
Circs and with one anothar as His children - é relationship inauvgurated

wOolaralen invo Christy throush the Hely Spirit, nurtured and deepened

omoughh the Tucharist, and conztantly |realiced in,i confession of one

“~lth and a common life of loving service.

I Tm MYSTERZ OF THE LUCHARIST

. \Vaen iic people gather for thr Eucharist to commnemorate His saving
2253 for ovr rolomption, (lirist secrcrentally present makes effective
emong vo the eternal benefits of his victory and elicits and renews our
responsg of faith, illhankegiving an' sgelf-surrender. Christ through the
Holy Spirit in the Bucharist builde uwp the life of the Church,; strengthens
its fellowship and furthers its mission. The identity of the Church as

e ———
the Eody of Christ is both expressed and effectively proclaimed by its
Leing centred in, and partaking of, His Body and Blood. In the whole
action of the Eucharist, and in and@ by His sacramental preéence given

through bread and wine, the Crucif ed and Risen Lord, according to his

premise, offers Himself to His peo sle.
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4. In the Bucharist we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

Receiving a foretaste of the kingdom to come, we look back with thanksgiving
to what Christ has, done fér usy we greet Hib~presen&é.among us, we look
forward to'His final appearing in the fulness of His kingdom when "The Son

5 also Himself (shall) be subject unto Him that put all things under Him,

.

that God may be all in all" (I Cor. 15:28). By gathering around the same
table in this;QJmmunal meal at the invitation of the same Lord and by
tpartaking of the‘one'loafe we are one in commitment not only to Christ
and to one another, but also to the mission of the Church in the

world.

IT THE EUCHARISTA ) THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST

5. We confess Christ's death and resurrection as having taken place once
and for all in history. Christ's death on the Cross, the culmination of
his whole life.of obedience, was the one, perfect and sufficient Sacrifice
for the sins of.the whole world. Any attempt to express a nexus between
the sacrifice of Christ and the Bucharist must not obscure this fundamental
fact of Christian faith. Yet we believe that God has given the BEucharist
to his Church as a means th;:;gh which the Sacrifice of the Cross is
and made effective in the life of the Chureh. The early

r Church in expressing'the meaning of Christ's death and resurrection
m the language of sacrifice igFESEEEEaBBe. For the Hebrew Sacrifice

? .
. \ was a traditional means of communication with God. The Passover, for

example, was a communal feast, the Day of Atonement was essentially

t"expJ'.frd;r:;y', and the Covenant established comrunion between God and man.
The notion of Memorial as understood in the Passovef Celebration at
the time of Christ (i.e. the making effective in the present of an
v}ﬁdff event in the past) Qpens—%h§~waymto‘awfggzzpunderstanding of the re-

lationship between Christ's Sacrifice an the Bucharist. The

Bucharistic memorial is no mere calling to nind of a past event or of
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its significance, but the Church's {f‘ifectiy proclamation of God's

mighty acts. Christ instituted the Bucharist as anamnesis
R B o : .
of the Qgtalit_f; of God's reconciling action in him, and by this

@ramental Communion™w

amentel Comund

ith Christ the Church participates in that
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II THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST '

.This
prcsence,

gg?*-uxn1w1th Christ prcsupposcs His true
fectlvcly 51gn1fled by the bread and wine
whichsvtn a nystorlous fashion, beccome His body and blood.
In the cconomy of ‘the ncw agO'lnaugurated through Christ,
the gift of the eucharistic body and blood représents the
paschal mystcry of Christ's death and resurrcction,_in
which God's saving purposec has already becen dcfinitively
rcaliscd, The Lord gives Himself to His pecoplc so that
they may rcccive eesmranion with the mystery of reconciliation,
and peace which is Christ Himself, Thus the rcal prcsence
of His body and blood can only be understood within the
contcxt of the redemptive activity whercby He gives Himself
to His own. It is a dynamic presence, which finds its
fulfilment in the unity of Christ's body,thc Church, with

Him and in Him,

The purposc ghcﬁ'of.tﬁc total Eucharistic action is the
transmission of the life of Christ, with all tthEEEEEEEE}of
that®lifc (freely offercd sacrificially on the Cross and

made universally avaiiable through the resurrcction and
ascensinn) into the lives of the members of the mystical
body. What the members of the Body "havc by the Sacrament™
is 1ife. "He that eatcth me, cven he shall live by me",

(John 6: 57)

p ! Ané Lord in

the Eucharist unless wc realisc that it is tthLord who
through his minister and his Word invites his own His
Tablc, through his minister presides at that Tablc and

gives himsclf sacramentally but really in the Body and
Blood of his Paschal Sacrifice. It is the Lord prcsent at
the right hand of the Father, and thereforc transcending the
sacrancntal order, who thus offcrs to his Church in the
Euchnristic signs the special gift of himsclf,
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9.

results, Through faith,.s
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The sncramcntnal body and blond of'thc)Saviour arc
present as an offcring, awvaiting the wclcome of the belicver,
When this offering is met by faith, a lifcgiving encounter

_mdrea;y—%hfeﬁgm Chrigt's
prEEEEBﬂ which does not43@35:@%?@5??%&6fﬁg;b%aﬂﬁ' tﬁé
EB;ETE';;;1 gift of Himself to His Church - becomes no
longer just a prescnce Qgg thc believer, but also a présonce
with him. Thus, in considering the mystery of the cucharistic
prcsence, we must recognise both the sacramenta%ﬁsiggiggl
Christ's prcsence and thc #mterpcrsonal relntionship which
issucs from that presencc.
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10. The Lord's words at the Last Supper, "Take and eat; this is oy body,"

ﬂwe@i@s M to @ssociate the &gbihe A the presence and the.

S

act of sacramental eating. che one ha.nd) the elements are not nere

() singJEﬁgﬁyeEReéﬁrﬁmﬂm#O
and are really given. @n the other héan‘r, they are réally present and given

e

e body and blood’become really present

in order that, receiving then, believers nay be united in comrmnion with

Christ the Lord.
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/Uﬂ tm—ﬁxe recitation of the eucharistic prayer, or Anaphora, and the

reception of the sacramental elenents by the faithful are nonents of
special si@gigance in the Eucharist. In the Anaphora, which is = word »
of faith uttered by the Church, we call upon the Word and Spirit of God

to effect the sacramental presence of Christ's body and blood, so that in
corrunion we eat the flesh of Christ and drink His blood, so that He nay

dwell in us, and we in Hin.

12. Christ's sacramental presence is a nystery of faith. It is by the
power of the Holy Spirit that the Lord of the Church is truly given to His

people in and through the sacramental sign of the eucharistic nenorial.
N )
@ his transforning action the Spirit of God appropriates the created

— —_—

elenents of bread and wine to Christ::} @o%g,lly and rgd}cay.é;'possessed by

the Lord of glory, they becomne the heavenly manna and the new wine, the

eschatological banquet for the new man. In this way the pledges of the

e —

)
fiew heayeh and the new eart the first creation.
T

13. The bread and wine of the Eucharist are Gwy Christ through the

e N

X Holy Spiriw way w@"bhey becone effective signs of his Body and
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Blood, the life giving food for the people of God. United through Christ
,E offering, in his sacrifice to the Father. Apart fron Christ men have

; nothing to offer. United with Christ in the Eucharist they are offered in

S hin and by hin to the Father,

-

‘ 14. We believe that the agreement we have reached on the doctrine of the e,
'Eucharlst has been achieved without compromising or onitting any essential
't part of the faith held by .ur two cormunions. At the same tinme we

*}recognize that there are, both historically and at the present, a variety

2:of theologies within both corrmnicns. Our endeavour has been to find an

approach that will enable constructlvely mnd honeséi}\¢o advance

T ————
together beyond the disagreenents of the past. Whether we have succeeded

and whether our respective liturgies express this consensus we subnit for
careful consideration. It is our hope that we have come t0 such agreenent
on eucharistic faith that this doctrine need no longer constitute an

obstacle to that organic unity which we continue to seek.

Ml

* The word fransubstantiation is used in the Roman Catholic tradition .

I . ‘2 ‘, . t r‘ -~
to indicate that God acting in the Eucharist effects alf ge in the 1

elenents. t_fﬁe

r—purpose of the dogma is to affirn the fact of Christ'!'s presence and of the
L:xysterious change which takes place, and not to attenpt to explain how 10,
C@g

Tf j . t. Phis—interprotetion ib-aeecnied should—go—far
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LIt e;::zbun be regarded as a legitinate way of describing the nystery even

by those who i i i derlyi
and who-therefeme prefer to avuid it.

cp The Eucharist: A Lutheran/Roman Catholic Statenent, section on the

Eucharist as Sacrifice, published by the Catholic Bishops! Cenference in

the U.S.A. and the U.S. National Cormittee of the Lutheran World Federation,

N.Y. 1969, PP 189-.-0




