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Doc ument 1 

THE COMMON DECLARATION 

by Pope John Paul II and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
May 29, 1982 

In the Cathedral Church of Christ at Canterbury the Pope and the Archbis hop 
of Canterbury have met on the Eve of Pentecos t to of fer thanks to God for 
the progress which has been made in the work of reconcilia tion between our 
Communions . Together with leader s of other Christian Churches and Communi
ties we have listened to the Word of God; together we have recalled our one 
Baptism and renewed the promises then made ; together we have acknowledged 
the witness given by those whose faith has l ed them to surrender the pre
cious gift of life itself in the service of others, both in the past a nd in 
modern times. 

2 • · rhe bond of our common baptism into Christ led our predecessors to inaugu
rate a serious dialogue between our Churches, a dialogue founded on the Gos
pels and the ancient common traditions, a dialogue which has as its goal 
the unity for -..•hich Christ prayed to His Father "so that the world may 
know tha t Thou hast sent rne, and hast loved them even as Thou has t loved 
me" (John 17:23). tn 1966 our precedessors Pope Paul VI and Archbishop 
Michae l Ramsey made a Common Dec laration announcing their intention to in
augurate a serious dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Angli
can Communion, which would "include not only theological ma tters such as 
Scripture, Tradition and Liturgy but also matters of practical difficulty 
felt on either side" (Common Declaration, paragraph 6). After the dialogue 
had already produced three s tatements on Eucharist, Ministry and Ordination 
and Authority in the Church, Pope Paul VI and Archbishop Donald Coggan in 
their Common Declaration in 1977 took the occasion to encourage the cocple
tion of the dialogue on these three important ques tions so tha t the Comi:iis
sion's conclus ions might be evalua ted by the respective authorities through 
procedures appropriate to each communion. The Anglican-Rom.an Catholi c In
ternational Commission has now comple t ed t he task assigned to it with the 
publication of its Final Report and, as our two communions proceed vi.th the 
necessary evaluntion, we join in thanking the members of the Coc:nission for 
their dedication, scholarship and integrity in a long and demanding t ask 
undertaken for love of Christ and the uni ty of His Church. 

3. The conclus ion of this Commissi on's work bids us to look to the next stage 
of our common pilgrimage in faith and hope towards the unity for which we 
long . We are agreed that it i n now time to set up a new Internnt i onnl Com
mission. Its task will be to continue the work already begun: t o examine, 
especially in the light of our respective judgments on the Final Report, the 
outstanding doctrinal differences which still separate us, with a view to
wards their eventual resolution; to s tudy a ll that hinders the mutual recog
nition of the ministries of our Communions; and to recommend what practical 
steps will be necessary when, on the basis of our unity in faith, we are 
able to proceed to the restoration of full communion. We are well nware 
that this new Commission's task will not be easy, but we are encouraged by 
our reliance on the grace of God and by all that we ha ve seen of the power 
of that grace in the ecumenical movement of our time. 

4. While this necessary work of theological cldrification continues it must be 
accompanied by the zealous work and f ervent prayer of Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans throughout the world as they seek to grow in mutual understanding , 
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•' .: c.. r.fr'flt dm at l ove · ond ·co~on w1.tnooo to thd co·epel. Onc e more , t hen, vo c n ll 
on the b t uhope , c l o ri;ty nnd f o1 t h f ul poopl c o f both our communions i n eve r y 
coun l ry , d1orcoc n nd pnr 1nh i n which our faithful liv e o 1J r; by n ldc . We 
uok thum o l l to pray f o r t h1 o wor k and to adopt c vc ry-poou l b1c mc ono of 
furthe r i ng it t h r ough th e i r colloboro t l on i n dceprnine·t11o lr nllcgioncc t o 
Chr 1. o t a nd J n wl Lnc oolng to ll tm bcfor<' the world. Onl y by ouc h c o llobor11-
t L91_ -:, J1? ~ r oy7~:~!!-n t he lll(t'IWU ' 9-((v'~t},t; 'Drul\fttlco be ,helllc d nn<l our li l o t o ri
c o l 1fnt11goni olllO overc ome . 

, • ,. ... ~ , . ; ~ ~ 9 ... •- : l " l" ~ ( ( 1 
7. - eur ~o i m'io not . U mitcd t o the union of our two c ornmun i ono n l on<• , t o tho e x

, ~ilW,J.on ,o f o tbc r Ch i 1tftl on~,·. b f,( .ra ther:' cxtcodh to t he fulf l ll nk:n t o f Cod ' o 
- •C:fti "fo r the v la! b le un l ty of ·all llio pe op l e . Bo th 1n ou r pr c•oc n t d l o l oguc 

.., ___ on<l,...in _Lhooc t:nzyecd •1.2i:9}', cft~ Ct\r lJJL inno lllllOflB thcmuc l ves ond wJth uo , 
(' ., , ._ . ,.L. , J • . h f we r ccogni zd I n the ngrcemc n t o we o r e nblc to r coch , no we l l no 111 t c d t -

fi c..uJ.ti c.> LI .J,1b1 c tr \ii:" <'OC0 \.11\ t e r , l\-·~11ewrl'd cl,n llC'ngc t o a ba ndon ou rnc l vca com
pf<'~c ly t o the truth of Lhe Cnope l . ll c: nc- c we o r ,: huppy t o mokc t h J u dc clar-

- ,._L,,Lpe- tcu~r, ln :th<3 w_c l co~ll."Pt~Jincc of ao ma n}' f.,J.low Chr l n t l oni - ._;hocc 
Churchc o o,d C'ommunl c i co o r e o l r cody pn r t ncro with u'l in praye r o n,1 work 

; r f,9.r r-ti.c ·.:up l'ty o f , n J ~1 1',.'-: r., •· · ~ .. 
,.J ~ - ~• '-"· ~ - • - ,,. 

6 . Wl ty· ~~c>nt· wr: v ioh L!5';~ ·c r vcf.-,;bi '~ c.$e,· i.i-f.· J1coco:• o!!,'h um.-in f r c o-dom ond human 
d 1Bn!ty , s o · t hnt Cod ma y I nd eed be glorif i ed l n n ll hlo c r e.itu rc ':l . Wllh 

, I JJ"rCDI we g r t'.'e t ·.f.n thC2 nnmc to'.t~~tRon '!llell o'( gooa . \oti i t, bo d, t lfoe c who bc
~--,1~~c in• h t m a nd thooc who ore o till oeorc hlng f o r him. 

· , · • '.. l · t ' Ji · ~ : ' 't. ' , ~ • L t I .... ~ • • .4 ' •• .. • "t.r"" .I • .. I 

7 . , .. fl i{ o~holy pla c e remind□ uo o f the vioJon of PQP" Cr enory i n Rcnd l n~ S t . 
Aue uo tJ oc. . ~o .. o~ ~, p ~ l e ··11.~~l?Jl~~qo<H' .rl,i,J..~of..-z'eDl 'fo r the pteO( h h 1g~ o f the 
r;on p<'l nnd the ah'c ph~r dlnr, o f the floc k . On t hl ., Eve of Pcntccoa t , we 
t u rn oua1 n 1 n p,or.c r to _. ~qoua !=_!lt: ,£,.ood ifyup!1e r J -~ O prpmt ,~. t o a ok the 
}'o t11fw..: t o -glv• ud·nhOl;fic r ~1td~Kt1•· t o be wnh U !J fo r e ve r , the Spi ri t o f 
l rnth ( c f. J o lin ).4:16) , to. l ~ d ut;, 1;01 t he .(oi l uni. ty .,t o whl..ch llo. ct, ll o uo . 

~ -~ co~f L,Jc ~ t' 1'0 · t he 'powe r o( chto- 'homf. Ito l y" s·pl ~tL: WC c omm t t ou r oclv~o a new 
t o ,th e t ook o f work in!J;fo r _!u.!1JfS )'IY:.~ I.t rm_.f ~l l.h , r ~wcd h? pc 11&14 · c ve r 

~ ~ : .• :: d6c pc r love . 
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Lo11don Ttmc 
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