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The Servant Church as Sign and Steward
The ultimate quest of our work is the restoration of a true
unity between our two communions.

This concern springs from

our need to be conformed to Christ's will that all his
fol lowers be one so that the world may believe that it is the
father who sent him (John 17 : 22-23).
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Faithful ~ansmission of

the gospel therefore involves more than mere repetition of
the apostolic message, for the manner in which the Christian
community lives its faith affects the credibility of what it
proclaims.

It is within the Church that the Holy Spirit gives

and nurtures the new l ife so that the gospel becomes a
manifest reality.

It is a lso through the power of the Holy

Spirit that the Church proclaims to the world that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to himself (2 Cor. 5:19).

This

reconciliation is God's free gift, offered to al l mankind.
Its once-for-all completion in the saving work of Christ and
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its continuing act ualis a tion in the Church's life together
constitute this free gift of God.
God's grace encompasses the Church's abil ity t o nou rish
the new life given by the Spirit as well as to proclaim che
gospel by word and deed.

The salvation gratuitously o ffe red

in Christ involves the r esto r a tion of the im3ge of God i n
man which was marred by the fall.

To be cre a ted in th e image

of God is to be placed in a speci a l relations h ip with t he
Creator and consequently to be gi ve n t he r es pons i bi l it y of
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stewardship over the rest of creation.

In the new cre ~Lio n,
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however, the special relationship is now an adoption into the
family of God for everyone who has faith and is baptised:
new humanity is the new Israel, the Bride

this

of Christ, the

temple of God, the body of Christ, a royal priesthood.

Together

with its privilege and dignity the Church is given the
responsibility to produce the good works of the life given
by the Spirit (Eph. 2:10):
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its duty is to proclaim the good

news of salvation and to provide what is needful for believers
to remain faithful to Christ.
called to share in God's work.

In this way the Church is
Such cooperation in no way

detracts from the sovereign work and grace of God.
The Church as Sign
Since God's purpose is that we should all be conformed to
the image of his Son (Rom . 8:29), the Church's vocation is to
devote itself to the ach i eveme nt of th at goa l. thu s r evea ling
and embodying the redemptiv e powe r cont a ined within t he
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Gospe l.

Wh a t Christ achieved through his cross and res ur rection

is communicated by th e Holy Spirit in the life of t he Church
(Rom. 8: 1-4).

In this way the Church be c omes both a sign to

the world of God's gracious purpose for h is c r eat i on a nd of
the poss i bility of thi s be ing r ea lise d even fo r sin ful humani ty .
Even in th e oppos ition and pe r secut i on e xperie nced by th e
Church as it endeavour s to live by the Gospel a nd to pr oc l aim
it, even in it s cons t ant s trugg l es with sin a nd i t s own
we aknes s , the Church is a l i v i ng r emi nder a nd
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that in hi s compass ion God c hose the way
s ave the world.
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If they persecuted me , they will persecute you also" (John 15:20) .
It is when the Church is associated with Chri s t in humiliation ,
weakness and suffering that it finds its true power.

It has

to follow the way of Jesus, the d i vine image o f t he Father ,
who had to be made perfect by suffering and so become the Lord
of all creation (Heb. 1 : 3, 2:10; Phi l. 2:8 - 11) .

•
The Church as Steward
The Church as a whole is given a responsibility of
stewardship .

This includes both the faithful proclamation

of the Gospel and the provision of what is needed for
perse verance in the faith and growth in holiness, of which the
s ource is alwa ys the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Church has no
of God.

The

power over the e sse ntial content of the Gospel

" evertheless its presentation by the Church will

v ary from age to age .

Neithe r h a s the Church any power over

the effec t the word has in the he a rer .

However, the manner

in which the word is pre ac he d , taught and demonstrated in
the Church's life is c ru cial .

Similarly what the Church does

to nurture and strengthe n the Spirit-given life can only be
carried out effective ly through the powe r of the Holy Spirit .
At the s ame t i me , withou t limiting his a c tivity God has chosen
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t o wo r k through th e liturg ic a l, c a ring and miss iona ry activities
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In this way His

Church is the Servant of His design.

The Church - called to share in God's work
All the distinctive actMties of the Church as servant
of God's design arise from the nature of the Church as the
koinonia of the faithful with God and with one another.
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For

instance, in the celebration of the Eucharist the unity of
the congregation is assumed.

In the penitential prayers when

the pardon of God is requested, it is presumed that the
community has already experienced conversion.

In its ministry

of caring the Church gives freely to others because its very
existence stems from the liberal generosity of God.

In its

missiona ry preaching it shares the good news by which its
own life is sustained.

Thus the Church as sign of the Gospel

i s inseparable from the Church called to b e steward of the
Gosp e l .
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