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INTRODUCTION
1.

At their meeting in Canterbury at Pentecost 1982, Pope
John Paul II and Archbishop Robert Runcie charged the

second Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission ~to
examine, especially in the light of our respective judgements

•

on the Final Report, the outstanding differences which still
separate us, with a view to their eventual resolution".
Two topics have already claimed our attention.
2.(i) Readers of our predecessors' Final Report have said that
their agreed statements on Eucharist, Ministry and
Authority need to be completed by a study of the place of
the Church in salvation.

Indeed, our predecessors made an

initial response to this request in their introduction to
the Final Report which included the following important
sentences:

•

"The Church is the community of those reconciled with
God and with each other because it is the community of
those who believe in Jesus Christ and are justified
through God's grace.

It is also the reconciling

community, because it has been called to bring to all
mankind, through the preaching of the Gospel, God's
gracious offer of redemption."

3 ( i i)

•

(Para.8)

It ha s a ls o been urged that reconciliation between
our t wo c ommunions requires agreement on the doctrine

-2of justification.

This was, in the sixteenth century,

certainly a central matter of dispute between Roman Catholics
and Protestants.

Further, many people believe that this

doctrine still raises substantial issues which must be
resolved if true reconciliation is to be achieved.
4.

•

Our discussions have convinced us that these two
questions, the doctrine of the Church and the doctrine

of justification, must be treated together.

First, this

is a ma tter of content, in that both are concerned with the
nature and manner of our salvation.

The individual is

b rought to faith and salvation through incorporation into
the believ ing community .

The individual receives his or her

ca ll to witness to the Gospel as a member of Christ's
apo s to l ic peopl e .

Secondl y , reflexion on the history of

th e Re f or ma t ion shows that fund ame nt a l issue s about the
na tur e of t he Church a nd its role lay a t the heart of the

•

whole d isput e .

Pr otest ants felt t ha t Ca tholic t e aching and

pr actice had inte rprete d t he medi a tori a l role of the Church
in such a way as to derog a t e f rom the place of Christ a s
sole mediat or be twe en God and man.

Ca tholics believed th a t

Pro testant s we re abandoning divinely appointe d means of
gr ace.

Prote st ant s e xpressed a concern for the tota l

gr a tuity of God's saving ac t ion, that is, of gr a c e .

Ca tholics

we re a f raid tha t this Pro t e stant assertion implied a view of
God's justice as t h a t of an arbitrary sovereign and a view of
man, his cre ation, as tot a lly worthless.

•

This, in the ir

judgme nt, led t o the nega tion of human fr eedom and r e spons ibility ,

/

•

-3and to the denial of the value of works , though supernaturally
inspired, as good or deserving of any reward.

5.

We are convinced and hope to show that the Reformation
controversies in these fields no longer constitu te a

sufficient reason for the separation of our communions.

We

have found it possible to express an agreed doctrine of the

•

Church and salvation which meets the concerns of both our
traditions .
6.

At first sight, bec aus e of the form in which we have

inherited them, the questions of justification and grace may
seem to be of little relevance to most peop l e today .

However,

we bel ieve that when studied seriousl y , they raise issues
which are of great contemporary concern .

These ar e t he

issues of modern man ' s search for meaning and happiness.
The common use of the phrase 'one mu s t justify one 's
existence' is itself r evea ling .

•

This secular use of the

term poin ts to the human need of some kind of va lid a tion.
Apart from God this ques t le ads to s l ave r y to lesse r goods.
Belief in the God who has reveal ed himself in J esus Christ
provides the assurance of worth, whi ch every human being
needs, both of his or he r pe rson a l VJ l ue and of the r ea l
s ignificanc e of a ll that he or she does in depe nde nce on
God.

In a deeply fr agmented and d i vi de d world the Church is

called to be
forgiveness .
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sign and ins trume nt o f rec onci lia ti on and

