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CollTTients need to be made on certain aspects of the theology of Church and
Salvation, which have been emphasized in this statement; namely, the affinnations
of God's righteousness and the effects of his grace . It remains also to stress
the contemporary relevance of these affinnations and to note their abiding social
and ethical consequences.
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In considering the question of relevance, if it is submitted that the
concepts of justification and grace are of little concern today, we would reply
that when these concepts are studied seriously, they deal with issues which are
of permanent concern. Humankind in every generation is preoccupied with both the
meaning of life and the search for happiness . The English phrase, "justifying
one's existence" is itself noteworthy. Humankind searches for validation of
both existence and purpose. Apart from God, this search leads only to captivity
to one's own efforts and slavery to lesser goals and values. Belief in God, who
has created and who freely accepts human beings i n Christ Jesus, provides a
foundation for the sense of self-1vorth which we seek. The recognition t hat each
individual and the whole of humanity is the object of God's love , provides the
foundation on which all authentic self-worth is to be found, and gives enduring
value to all that we do and achieve in obedience to God.
Turning now to the social and ethical consequences of God's declaration
of righteousness and the effects of his grace, we note first, that i1T1T1ediately
after referring to God ' s act of justification in the Galatian letter, Paul goes
on to speak of a new co1T1T1unity where the greatest divisions of his world had been
transcended. There had been a "puttino-on of Christ", an incorporation into a
new corrmunity where seemingly insuperable distinct ions had been overcome, and
where all stood equal in the sight of God. The presence of such a c001T1unity
where irreparable divisions had been healed, speak s with illTTied iacy to our own
world . Such a definition of the Church imposes the obligation on the Church so
to live, and offers the world hope in the midst of its divisions .
Second, the effects of his grace opened up the potential, not only for
individual righteousness, but also corporate righteousness - a newness of
corporate life whereby the Church may truly be a sign both of God's grace and
also his righteousness.
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l~o ~f f 1rr~ti ons of God ' s declaration of ri gh teousness and t he effects
of hi5 grac~ in hl.1"'1dn l i ves have often in t he past been understood to represent
c.oritr • d1ctory r;,s H ions . We ha ve t ri ed to show that these affirmations are not
onl y CO""pa t 1bl e b~t are 1ndi spensabl e for the fullness of Christian faith.
l he f t r ~t st ate-.ent pl aces t he beli ever in reverence before the mystery of God's
et ern~l and f ree decis ion on our beha lf . The second reminds us that God's
1nt r nt ,on , ! chi eved t hrough t he incarna t ion of the Eternal Son, restores and make
God's o~n all t hat is of val ue in hu~an exi stence. lhe very fact that these
po~1 t 1on~. unders tood t o be in opposi t ion , were held with such conviction,
indicates thet r l ast i ng importance for t he understa nding of the Christian faith
and t he l1v i ng of t he Chr i st ia n life.
The Christi an fai th cannot be held with consi stency, the Christian life
cannot be l ived w1th aut hen t i city, without conviction both of God's forgiveness
and human need of that fo rgiveness, a sense of acceptance by God, incorporation
int o a d1v1nel y-o rdained c01T111uni ty and an awareness of God's love freely given
and joyful ly received . I f the i ssues consi dered by us in this statement were
the cause of d1v isi on i n the past, our reflection on them has enabled us to
become more deepl y aware of thei r eternal si gnificance. S1Jc h reflection applies
al so to our mu tual unders ta nding of t he role of the Church .
To see t he Chu r ch of Jesus Chri st as a sign or instrument of God's
sav i ng ac t i on in t he wo r l d helps us to understand what we mean when we say,
ul believe in t he Hol y Cat holic Church ". To see the Church as not only the
s ign bu t also t he steward of God's gifts, helps us to appreciate the
res ponsi bi li ty of all Chri st i ans to spread the word of God and to give witness
t o Christ i n t he world of today . For if the sign is to be truly effective,
i f t he st ewardship is to be truly faithful, then Christ's will that the Church
shoul d be un i t ed i s cruci al . For our two Churches, growth towards unity is
not fo r our own sakes , but "so that t he world may believe that it was God who
sent me ".
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