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U.S.A. National Conference of Catholic Bishops:
Evaluation of the Final Report of the Anglican-
Roman Catholic International Commission

(I) INTRODUCTION

On the occasien of the canonization of the forty martyrs of England and
Wales, Pope Paul VI expressed this wish: ‘May the blood of these
martyrs be able to heal the great wound inflicted upon God’s Churchby
reason of the separation of the Anglican Church from the Catholic
Church..."

At the same time he looked to the future with hope and sought to
assuage fears: “There will be no seeking to lessen the legitimate prestige
and the worthy patrimony of piety and usage proper to the Anglican
Church when the Roman Catholic Church - this humble servant of the
servants of God - is able to embrace her ever beloved sister in the one
authentic communion of the family of Christ: a communion of origin
and of faith, a communion of priesthood and of rule, a communion of the
saints in the freedom of love of the Spirit of Jesus’.2 It is the conviction of
this Committee that the day which Pope Paul saw with joy from afar has
come closer as a result of the work of the Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission (hereafter ARCIC-I).

This same Committee takes seriously its charge to respond to the
question posed by the President of the Secretariat for Promoting
Christian Unity. On 17 March, 1982 Cardinal Jan Willebrands wrote to
Archbishop John Roach, President of the Episcopal Conference of the
United States of America. His letter contained three requests: (a) that 2
careful study be made of The Final Report of ARCIC-I; (b) that
considered judgement be given on the work accomplished: and (c) that
the reply of the Conference address itself to the question *. . . whetherit
[The Final Report] is consonant in substance with the faith of the
Catholic Church concerning the matters discussed™ .

Given its mandate, ARCIC-I directed its attention to Eucharistic
Doctrine (1971). Ministry and Ordination (1973). Authority in the

|. The date was 25 October, 1970. For the passage in context, cf. Documents on

Anglican- Roman Catholic Relations (Washington: U.S.C.C.. 1972, p.42:AAS
62(1970).p. 753.

2. Ihid..pp.42-3.

3. Secretariatus ad Christianorum Unitatem Fovendam. Prot. No. 1169/82/h,17
March, 1982.p. 1.
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Church 1(1976): and Authority in the Church IT(1981). The members of
the Consultation are to be commended for responding to criticisms and
questions raised about their first three statements. Their replies
appeared in three sets of Elucidations: the first two issued in 1979 and
thethird in 1981.

This Committee notes with approval that the stated concern of
ARCIC-I was not to evade the historic difficulties between the two
communions but to avoid the controversial language in which those
difficulties had often been discussed in the past.* In re-examining the
common inheritance of Anglicans and Roman Catholics, particularly
the Scriptures, the authors of The Final Report chose imagery and
concepts which were the exclusive legacy of neither of the two Churches
but in which each would hopefully be able to recognize its own faith.*
Such recognition will in our view not be possible without making some
comparison of the new with the older and more traditional formulations
of the faith regarding the Euchanst, Ordained Ministry, and Church
Authority. In this response we shall, from time to time make use of
traditional terminology; we regard this usage as supportive of the intent
of ARCIC-1. The Gospel must be presented in ways that will lead to
closer unity among Christians. In the process it must remain the Gospel
of Jesus Christ without losing its identity. An important measure of the
evangelical fruitfulness to be expected of new formulations of Christian
faith is their fidelity to the apostolic tradition preserved in the Church’s
teaching through the centuries.

(I1) EUCHARISTIC DOCTRINEIN THE FINAL REPORT®

(A) Real Presence

We turn first to the presence of Jesus Chnist in the Eucharist. ARCIC-I
affirms that *. . . bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ
.. ." who through his minister presides at his table and *. . . gives himself
sacramentally in his paschal sacrifice”.® In signs the Lord who is at the
right hand of the Father offers the special gift of himself.? When met by
faith this offering results in a life-giving encounter.'® But independently

4. The Final Report: Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission
(Washington: U.S.C.C.. 1982) Introduction, 3,3. References will be made first to
sectional numbers of the text (when there are such) and then to the page orpages of
this particular edition.

5. ¢f. Co-Chairman’s Preface to Ministry and Ordination (1973) in The Final
Report, 29; Preface to the Final Reportin The Final Repor1, 2.

6. Our reaction will be to both the 4dgreed Statement Eucharistic Doctrine
thereafier A.S.E.D ) and the Elucidation thereafter E.E.D.). The former appeared
in 1971, the latterin 1979,

7. ASED 10,16:6.14.

8. Ihid 7.15.

9. Ihid.

10. Ihid..8.15.

















