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Tiffi TEACHING OF THE ENGLISH REFORMERS ON JUSTIFICATION 

Article XI ("Of the Justification of Man") declares: 

We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit 

(tantum propter meritum) of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings 

(per fidem, non propter opera et merita nostra): Wherefore, 

that we are justified by faith only (sola fide), is a most 

wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely 

expressed in the Homily of Justification. 

In its present form this Article was drawn up by Archbishop Parker 

for the Elizabethen revision of the Articles of Religion in 1563. 
• For some of it~ases it draws upon the Lutheran Confessions of 

Augsburg and Wit-:t;.enberg. Importantly, it does not include the 

characteristically Lutheran assertion that men are justified by 

Christ through faith "when they believe that they are recd ved 

into grace" (cum credunt se in gratiam recipi, Conf. Aug.art.iv) 

• 
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The full exposition to which the Article refers is to be found in the 

Book of Homilies, in "A Sermon of the Salvation of Mankind by only 

Christ our Saviour from Sin and Death Everlasting". This was the 

work of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer . Cranmer's argument can be 

indicated by a number of extracts from his exposition. 

"Because all men be sinners and offenders against God, and 
breakers of his law and commandments, therefore can no man by 
his own acts, works, and deeds, seem they never so good, be 
justified and made righteous before God; but every man of 
necessity is constrained to seek for another righteousness or 
justification, to be received at God's own hands, that is to 
say, the remission, pardon, and forgiveness of his sins and 
trespasses in such things as he hath offended. And this 
justification or righteousness, which we so receive by God's 
mercy and Christ's merits, embraced by faith, is taken, 
accepted, and allowed of God for our perfect and full 
justification, 11 

"In these foresaid places the Apostle (i.e. St Paul) 
toucheth specially three things, which must go together in 
our justification: upon God's part, his great mercy and grace; 
upon Christ's part, justice, that is, the satisfaction of 
God I s justice, or the price of our redemption by the offering 
of his body and shedding of his blood with fulfilling of the 
law perfectly and throughly; nnd upon our part, true and 
lively faith in the merits of Jesu Christ; which yet is not 
ours but by God's working in us. So that in our justification 
is not only God's mercy and grace, but also his justice , which 
the Apostle calleth the justice of God; and it consisteth 
in paying our ransom and fulfilling of tho law. And so the 
grace of God doth not shut out the justice of God in our 
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justificat ion, but only shutteth out the justice of man, 
that is to say, the justice of our works, as to be merits of 
d eserving our justification. And therefore St Paul d e clareth 
here nothing u pon the behalf of man concerning his justification, 
but only a true and lively faith; which nevertheless is 
the gift of Go~ and not man ' s only work without God . 
And yet that faith doth not shut out repentance, hope, love, 
dread, and the fear of God, to be joined with faith in every_ 
man that is justified; but it shutteth them out from the office 
of justifying . So that, a l though they be a l l present together 
in him that is justifie d , yet they justify not all together . 
Nor that faith also doth not shut ou t the justice of our good 
works, necessarily t o be done afte rward of duty towards God, 
(for we are most bounde n to s e rve God in doing good deeds 
commanded by him in hi s h o ly Scripture all the da ys of _ou: life;) 
but it excludeth them so that we may not do them to this intent , 
to be made good by doing of them . For al l the good works that 
we can d o be unperfect , and the refore not able to deserve our 
justifi cation: but our justification doth come freely, by t h e 
mere mercy of God; and of so great and fre e mercy that , whe reas 
all the world was not able of their selves to pay a ny part towards 
their ransom, it pleased our heavenly Father, of his i n finite mercy 
without any our de s e rt or deserving, to prepare for us the most 
precious jewels of Christ's body and blood, whereby our r ansom 
might be fully paid, the law fulfilled, and his justice fully 
satisfied. So that Christ is now the r ighteousness of all them 
that truly do beli eve in him . He for them paid their ransom 
by his death . He for them fulfilled the law in his life. 
So that now in him and by him every true Christian man may be 
called a fulfiller of the law; forasmuch as that which their 
infirmity l acketh Christ's justice hath supllied. 

"And St Ambrose, a Latin author , saith these words : 
'This is the ordinance of God, that he which believeth in 
Christ should b e saved without works , by faith only, freely 
r eceiving r e missi on of his sins . ' Consider diligently the se 
words, Wi thout works, by faith only, freely we receive 
r e mission of our sins . What can be spoken more plainly than 
t o say that freely, without works , by faith only, we obtain 
remission of our sins? ••••. • ••• • Ne v e rtheless , this 
sen ten ce , that we be justified by faith only, is not so meant 
of them, that the said justifying faith is alone in man, without 
t rue r epen tance , hope, charity, drea~ and fear of God, at 
a ny time or season . No r when they say that we be justifi e d 
free l y , they mea n not that we should or might afterward be 
idle, a nd that n othin g should b e r e quire d on our parts afte rward; 
neither they mean not s o to be justified without our good works 
that we should do n o goo d works at a ll, like as s hall b e more 
expr essed at large h e r eafter. But this saying, that we b e 
j u stified by faith only, freely, and without works, is spoken 
for to take away c l early all merit of our works, as b e ing 
unable to deserve our justification at God's hands; and the r eby 
most plainly to express the weakness of man and the goodness of 
God , the great i nfirmity of ourselves and t h e might and p ower 
of God, the imperfectne ss of our own works and the most 
abunda nt grace of our Saviour Christ; and thereby wholly for t o 
ascribe the merit a nd deserving of our justification unto 
Chri st o nl y and hi s most preciou s bloodshedding • 

"Justification i s t h e office of God only; and is not u thing 
whi c h we r ender unto him, but which we r eceive of him; not 
whi c h we give to him, but which we toke of him, by hi s free 
mercy, and by the only merits of hi s mo st dearl y b e love d Son , 
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our only Redeemer, Saviour, and Justifier, Jesus Christ. 
So that the true understanding of this doctrine, We be 
justified freely by faith without works, or that we be 
justified by faith in Christ only, is not that this_our ow~ 
act, to believe in Christ, or this our faith in Christ, which 
is within us, doth justify us and deserve our justification 
unto us; for that were to count ourselves to be justified by 
some act or virtue that is within ourselves. But the true 
understanding and meaning thereof is, that, although we hear 
God's word and believe it, although we have faith, hope, 
charity, repentance, drea~ and fear of God within us, 
and do never so many good works thereunto, yet we must 
renounce the merit of all our said virtues of faith, hope, 
charity, and all our other virtues and good deeds, which we 
either have done, shall do, or can do, as things that ~e ~ar 
too weak and insufficient and unperfect to deserve remission 
of our sins and our justification; and therefore we must trust 
only in God's mercy, and in that sacrifice which our High 
Priest and Saviour Christ Jesus, the Son of God, once offered 
for us upon the cross, to obtain thereby God's grace, and 
remission, as well of our original sin in baptism, as of all 
actual sin committed by us after our baptism, if we truly 
repent and turn unfeignedly to him again. 

"For that faith which bringeth forth, without repentance, 
either evil works or no good works is not a right, pure, 
and lively faith, but a dea~devilish, counterfeit, and 
feigned faith, as St Paul and St James call it •• •• ••• For 
the right and true Christian faith is, not only to believe 
that holy Scripture and all the foresaid articles of our faith 
are true, but also to have a sure trust and confidence in 
God's merciful promises to be saved from everlasting damnation 
by Christ; whereof doth follow a loving heart to obey his 
commandments. 

This last point is further expounded in the Ho mily"Of the true, 

lively, and Christian Faith", which was also written by Cranmer. 

"The first coming unto God, good Christian people, is through 
faith; whereby, as it is declared in the last Sermon, we be 
justified before God. And, lest any man should be deceived 
for lack of right understanding hereof, it is diligently to 
be noted that faith is taken in the Scripture two manner of 
ways . 
Xhere is one faith which in Scripture is called dead faith; 
which bringeth forth no good works, but is idle, barren, 
and unfruitful • •••• ••• • Another faith there is in Scripture, 
which is not, as the foresaid faith, idle, unfruitful, and 
dead, but worketh by charity, as St Paul declareth Gol.v: which, 
as the other vain faith is called a dead faith, so may this be 
called a quick or lively faith • ••• • .•• This is the true, 
lively, and unfeigned Christian faith, and is not in the mouth 
and outward profession only, but it liveth, and stirreth 
inwardly in the heart. And this faith is not without hope 
and trust in God, nor without the love of God and of our 
neighbours, nor without the fear of God, nor without the desire 
to hear God's word, and to follow the same in eschewing evil 
and doing gladly all good works . This faith, as St Paul 
describeth it, is the sure ground and foundation of the benefits 
which we ought to look for and trust to receive of God, 
a certificate amsure looking for them, although they yet 
sensibly appear not unto us . And after he saith , He that cometh 
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to God mu s t b e lieve both tha t h e i s , and that he is a 
mer c i f ul r e wa rde r of we ll doers 0 , And ro thing comme ndeth 
g ood men unto God so mu ch as thi s assured faith and 
trus t i n him . 
Of thi s faith thre e things are s pecially to be noted: 
fi rst, that t hi s faith doth not lie dead in the heart, but 
is lively and fruit f ul in bringing forth good works; 
s econd, that -without it can no good works be done, that 
s hall b e acceptable and pleasant to God; third, what manner 
of goo d works the y be tha t this faith doth bring forth • 


