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INTRODUCTION

The Commission, at ites meeting in Huntercombe llanor gave
ue in general terms the tagk of drawing up, for discussion at
the next meeting, on outline of what might be termed gtz ed
engagenent or phased rapprochemnent between the Roman Cafﬁolic

nrch an the Anglican Communion, with the ultimate objective
of organic unity.

The fact that the Preparatory Commission has been set
up is an historic event, and an unprecendented one in the his-
tory of our two Churches. It was clearly the thinking of the
Commission that unprcecdented situations require unprecedented
treatment. Jith this in mind, it appeared that the idea of
growing togcther by stageg should be examined, each stage
Being one which would be theologically justifiable.

The point of departure for such a joint theological

investigation and the basis of the concept of phased rapproche—
pment may well be claimed to pe 2 gsentence from the Comuon
Declaration of the FPope and the Archbishop in larch 1966:
#TMhey intcnd to inaugurate between the Roman Catholic Church
and the finglican Comuunion a serioug dialogue which, founded
on the Gospeles and on the ancient common traditions, nay lead
to that unity in truth, for which Chriet prayed.”

Prom the Anglicen point of view, such a basis is a wel-
come one, for Anglicans have always held themselves committed
to 'the faith once for 211 delivered'. There is no such thing
ns the Anglican faith - only the faith, taught by Anglicans.
andrewes fornulated this more than three centuries ago, and it
repains the basis: ‘one canon....two testoments, three creeds,
four general councils, five centuries,and the serics of Fathers
in that period....determinc the boundary of our faith' '
(opusgcula, L.A.C.T. ed. p.91). Elsewhere, he wrote, referring
t5 %he definition of Vincent of Lérins: 'Let that be reckoned
Catholic which always obtained everywhere among all, and¢ which
always and everywhere and by 211 woe believed.” (Responsio,
p.25

Laud, in his Conference , develops this in detail and by
way of conclusion he writes: "....and if the Scripture be the
foundntion tc which we are to g0 for witness, if there be
doubt obout the faith, and in which we cre to find the thing
that ig to bhe helieved, as necessary in the faith; we never
did, nor ncver will refuse ony tradition that is universal
and apostolic for the better exposition of $the Seriptures; nor
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any definition of the Church in which she goes to the Scripture
for what she teaches; and thruste nothing as fundamental in the
faith upon the world, but what the Scripture fundamentally
nakes 'materiam credendorun',; the substance of that which is

so to be believed, whether immediately and expressly in words,
or more remotely, where o clear and full deduction draws it
out,”

This sort of thing could be multiplied almost indefinitely
from writings of the classical Anglican pericd, for 'nglican
theological nethod hos consigstently adhered to a three-fold
appeal to Scripture, to antiquity and to reason. It is inpor-
¥Znt to notec 1t, however, bccause it emphasiscs how ruch
Anglicans and Ronan Catholics arc agreed in accepting the
historic faith. Divergences are not found here, but in the
provlems surrounding the question of the nature of authority
and particularly as these inpinge on the interpretation of the
historic faith of the creeds, to which both our Churches are
cormitted. This haos constantly come to the surface hitherto in
discuseion, tending to crystallise around questions of papal
infallibility ond the nagisteriunm of the teaching Church.

Put it scems no riore than a factual statement that
Anglicans and Roman Catholics should be able to move forward
from an accepted basis of the Goswels and the anciunt commnon
traditions.

The Lembeth Guadrilateral (Holy Seriptures, COrceds, the
sacranents of Baptiem and Holy Conmunion, the apostolic
ninistry) emphasises that the same position is held today,
underlining as it does the given-ncss of the faith and order
of the Church. Again, both Churches recognise that the
ninistry hos taken a three-fold form,

Both Churches are committed to preaching Christ, the
Incarnnte YWord, and growth in fellowship with Him in the life
of His Ilystical Body: to proclaiming to the world the nessage
of redemption and snlvation as giving purpose and nieaning to
lifc in terns of man's supernatural end: to showing that the
life which Christicns live is "the life which Christ lives in
(them)®., (Gal,II, 20.) Both Churches see in the ninistry of
the Yord ond Sacraments the covenanted means of grace, the
rmeans by which men are "built, 2e living stones, into a spiri-
tual temple® (I Peter 2, 5). Given this, and since charity is
the norm of action and dialogue, what stages can be visualised
in the process of growing together?

Such stages should each in themselves be theolegically
justifinble, =0 that what is -being sought is a series of steps,
theologically and practically feasible, which could be officially
taken by the ecclesiastical authorities of both Churches.

"hat kind of picture of the first stage could emerge from
this approach to our present situation?

The first stage might well be onc which would be inaugurated
by taking two steps, one in the theological area and the other
on the day-to-~day level of Church life, It is well to recmember
that there is nuocngst members of both our Communions a diffused
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longing for unity which is complicated and partly vitiated by
a certain amount of rumtual distruet, the legacy of the past.
It follows that all specific obstacles which block the growth
of truly fraternal relations at the parochial level should be
renoved during this firSt stage., Utherwise, there would result
merely a rapprochement of theologians.

The theological and précticnl steﬁs must therefore be
regarded as part of one operation, as necessarily complenentary

- elenents of Stage I in the coning together of the Roman

Catholic Church and the Anglican Communion.
A

The theological step would be the recognition by both
Churches that "each believes the other to hold all the

- essentials of the Christian Iaith%., Such recognition would

"ot require Irom either communion the acceptance of all
doctrinal opinion, sacramental devotion, or liturgical
practice characteristic of the other.”

The quotations are from the Bonn Agreement (1931) between
the Church of England ~nd the 014 Catholic Churches, and are
given simply as an indication of the sort of line that might
now be considecred. The common ground in that Agreement was

fundamentals (see Introduction, above) in that the Declaration
of Utrecht (1889), like Anglicconism, is cormitted to 7"the Rule
of Faith laid down by St. Vincent of Lérins® (Decl. 1).

The recent meeting between Pope Paul and Patriarch
Athenagoras produced a declaration to the effect that each
Church regarded the other as holding the fundomentals d} the
Catholic Faith, but neither was committed tc the whole
theological pogition of the other. At Huntercombe, 2 Roman
Catholic specker asked "hy cannot we agree on fundamentals,
and not insist on each other acecepting all developments of
doctrine?®

This would be the theclogical step in Stage I and sone-
thing more can be said presently about its feasibility and
about trends which night indicate it 28 a real possibility.

B.

The practicnl step is really a complex of movements,
but it night be summed up as the clearing away of obstacles
to ecunenisn on the parochizl level - the level of the
Church's 1life., Here again, the joint declaration of lLlarch
23%rd 1966 gave o clezar pointer, indicating that dialogue
should cover ‘not only theological matters such as Scripture,
tradition and liturgy, but also matters of practical diffi-
culty, felt on either side."

Experience shows that, if this aspect is not tackled
simultaneously with the theological one, and the tangle of
obstacles to charity and fraternity removed, the only growing
together will be among delegates to theological conferences,
Some of the particular difficulties can be indicated later.







