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My d e a r Card.i.nal Wil.lebranda, 

Your Eminen ce wi .11 reca.l.l that a Not e wa• addre••ed t o u■ 
by t t1e Analicana and Roman CAtbolic■ who engaged in inf'ormal 
talk■ at t l1e Vatican la• t Nov e mber. I waa deepl.y a p preci ati ve 
t hat H.t.e Ho .l i ne•• t t1e Po pe in b i a lette r to me ot ) 0 t h November 
gave it o a hi• hope t h a t the•• J.nCorma.l tallut might .lead to 
further c o nxoon c o unael. and growth oC under•tandiq. 

The Note, wh i ct, c o n c erne d the Or dinat ion of' Woaaen , ••id 1 

" We a e e no sround f'o r a uppoain.g t h a t the ordiuatJ.011 of" WOQlen by 
Anglieana need p r eJuclic e t he ef'f'orta of' our two Ccwwwwunion■ 
to f'in d organic unio n wi t h one another. 

" Gi.ven tluat member Cburc tiea of' the Analican Cnu •an ion are 
ala>at certain to o rda i.n women priea t a in the new f'ew 
year■, we recommend a conaul.tat1on between Anglican• and 
Homan Catholic • - not to diacuaa whether or n o t i t 1• 
risht to ordain women, but t o t ry t o £ind t o wl1a t exten t 
o.nd i.n wbat way• Church•• w.ith women prie■t■ and Cburch•• 
withou t can be reconcil e d 1.n ■acr~mental. f'ellowa h.ip. 

nwe are howe ver aware ot t he d if'f'i cul t y that thi■ .t.•■ue may 
po■• f'or t he Or t l1odox Church• and we al s o rec~cn■nd that 
t he ordination of women be conaidered by t lae Aqlic an/ 
Orthodoz c~un14aion . " 

Thia l etter i• to auaae•t t hat t h e cona ul t at ion propo■ed 
in the • econ d paroara ph c o u1d prof i tab ly be widert aken • • • oon 
a• it can be arran&ed conven ie11tl y . I bel ieve t h o con a u.l t atio n 
mJ.&ht bo mo•t uae~ i t' it wer e arra11ge d a i 111pl y by your 
Secretariat £or UnJ.ty ond t h o Analican Conaul.toti v e CoWlc il 
and withou t any of' t h e CorDIAl itie■ 0 £ o Commia■ion. It c ould be 
smel l witl'I about f o u r An&lican and £our n ou1an Catllolic member•, 
t he majority of t h em beius •cl1olara . Their taak would be t o 
produc e o l'a irly abort repo r t Cor t h e he lp GDd co11ai deration 
of' r eoder a i n our Cburche•, and f o r t ho•e i n otl,er Church• • 
who mia bt like t o atudy it. I woul d ho pe t hat t vo meetina• o f' 
a bou t t bre e day■ eocb would be au££icien t. 

Hia Jla i n e n c o Cardina l .J.G. M. Willeb ror1de. 
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While the p~ oC the 
Conau.ltative Couno11 woul.d 
would~ over tbe na•e• oC 
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S.oreta.riat and tbe Analioan 
be &1ven reoopition, the report 
the author■• 

IC• procedure on ■o .. aucb 11.aea •• th••• oo •~4• it .. lf 
to you , I will ••k Biabop Hove to think about the An&lican 
... ~r•bip, and to conJ'er with you abo~t ■uob arrana•••~t• 
••will~ needed. 

I ahall p-eatly value your vi••• on tbia -tter. 

Your■ ..,.ry •1noerely, 

Arohb1ahop oC Ca~terlMu-y. 

tli■ l alnenoe Cardinal J . o. N. ViJ.lelarand•, 
Vatioan Seoretariat Cor Proaot lnc Chriatian Un..lty, 
Vatioan City, 
0019), Ro•■• 
Italy. 

Copi<>« fo r: lll .. h0p tfnw,

t-l 5" r . P11rrty 
J\I i .. q L., pp,.. r 


