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7 March 1978 

Deer S tuort, 

I decided t hat the beet wo7 of retlectina upon tho conoults tion in 
Versai llos on the Ordina tion o f Women, vou.ld be by wey of writing to 
you. Hovever so l wieh t o share wh~j t I bad to eay with a few other 
peopl o oe well it did not eeom quit• o ~roprie to t o do t his simply by 
way of o n immeODly lons personal letter• snd e o I hove cast ■y tboughte 
into a confidentiol mt■orendum for you. r/eimply do not know when end 
bow wo ore coing t o get our r a thor IIOdee t report of two or t hree pog•• 
out from under t helJrspsl It will go the Seorotorivt for Unity and to 
Bishop Howo. I underotond t he uauol pa t tern for ~ i • would be to send 
it to f rovinc o but of cours e at that mo■ent it would oeaoe to be a 
confidontiol docwnont end t hou6h, i n all conscience , thero cennot be 
eid t o be o~tbi ng madly contidentiel or exciting in whot we say, you 

know how i t i s vitb the Voticsn. They sit on thinge. First it will 
be s ho red wi t b t ho Secroteriet. Thon i t wil l be shown to ~orioue other 
bodi•o and I euppoo e that w1ll i nclude the Holy Offioo. And civen h•lf 
o chonc e I euppooo they will try •nd sit on it. ( I mey odd that not 
only did t =oir £smow,decle retion infuriete the bibl ice j oommi uGion but 
I c uees i t onnoyod the Sec1•,e t oriat tor Unity who wor en•t oonaulted 
e1 t her rmd t1ho have retelie ted by minimising the etotue of t ho Decleretivn 
~oi n t ing out i ts poor reeeoning and denying eny off icia l s tatus t o t he 
collll:lontory w i ch thoy eay wes just put out es o briefing document for 
j ourno i ots l ) liowever, we d id urge the extreme i mportance of thiv beine 
ovdble , f or cxo.1 le t o Anglicen Bishops a t Lambeth. 

Wbot I docidod I wented t o do wes not siroply to repr oduce t he report 
t hou~h I will elodl7 show it t o you it you lik~, but to r ofloct upon i t 
upon tl.o disc\.aaion on · hicl1 fortunately l olr oedy havo conoidorvbl• 
minutes, ond my own improosions . You will notice I hsve ls el lecl it 
confidentiol . I t wee ogreod among t ho oombers of t he oonoua to ti0 n tbs t 
t he ro o r t could be s voken obout or shown in 4ontidonce t o r ae ponoible 
peroo ne who woul d respect tho 0eme degr•• of confidentisli ty. Wbst must 
not hepp n i o tilot we either quote publicly or publiol the <r,port. I 
decided 1 would not put m~ momorendua un stencil es thie would inovitsbly_ 
leed both too wider diso6rninstion t hen i e perbope prudent ond sn 
i mp ico t i on of l eooer confidontiolity. 1 ouppoee l toke tho view t hot 
enyone t o whoc I oend it knows q 1te well whor e to quot o it or t o whom 
t o ehov i t . I hope you moy find i t of eom• inter ua t end I suppose Bob 
msy ol eo do s6. I corto1nly feel thst the wilder t. tetemonte about wh. t 
the Roman Ca t holic Chur c h will or will not do et either end of t he acolo 
ere cal l od in quoot ion by th• Voraoilloo mee ting. 

I em by now occumuloting o coneideroblo omount ot documGntetion eome of 
wh ich I a hol l pl ec o in the roi;ourco t i l oo in Cburob nouo o wbic.. re bei ng 
ma intei ned by Dsphne Freeer ot the Bt-m . It doos o f cour s e meoo ihst I om 
only too clod t o be of ony os L;i c., t ance in this a rea s hould yo i.. or anyone 
ol oe wi sh . 

Yours ever c. 

Ii 


