ECUMENICALNOTESAND
DOCUMENTATION

Canadian ARC: Remarks on the Congregation for the
Doctrine ofthe Faith’s ‘Observations on the Final
Report of ARCIC’, April 1983

Because of the significance of the Observations on the Final Report of
ARCIC I, published by the SCDF in 1982, the Anglican-Roman
Catholic Dialogue of Canada set up two sub-committees, one from each
of the Churches, 1o comment on the questions raised in these
Observations. The final texts of the two groups follow.

REMARKS BY THE ANGLICAN SUB-COMMITTEE:

The Anglican members of the Canadian Anglican-Roman Catholic
Dialogue read the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
(SCDF) document entitled Observations on the Final Report of ARCIC
(hereafter Observarions) with great interest. As with the Roman Catholic
Sub-commitiee of our Dialogue which has submitted its Remarks (8th
April, 1983), we as Anglicans, have been encouraged (o prepare our
written comments so as lo contribute to the on-going dialogue.

Comments on *A — Overall Evaluation’

A—1-General Response:

We gratefully acknowledge the overall support to the dialogue
represented by the SCDF’s evaluation. Its support will carry great weight
and encouragement for the continuation of this dialogue in faith as it
maves towards reconciliation 1n a fully experienced and expressed unity.

A—2- Poinis for Clarification:

A=-2.i. "Failure 1o revise original statements’

While ARCIC could have rewnitten the earlier documents 1o ensure the
harmony and homogeneity which the Congregation desires, we feel that
at this stage in our journey it is helpful to read the Statemenis and
Elucidations separately and in sequence. This makes 1t easier for those
who did not participate directly in the process of reaching agreement Lo
enter into the thinking of those who did. To review the progress made
since the second Vatican Council, and to see this reflected in the Final
Report, is in many ways more encouraging than a simple statement of
the present position in our agreement. The Final Report allows us to see





























