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Cllfolltm ll111IJ. ~t'tll (}1,: Jo//m,·111,: i1·1tt'r to 1Ji,, .-\I<( '/( ·II c<1•c l1u1r111t'11 , 
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Your E,...:dkn..:i.:,. 
l lor.\ard h.:ri:v.11h ,1 -.i:t ,11 Oh~n :111t11h on .\ufr11tulf1 ,111,I rh,• ( hurc/1 

tog.:thcr ~llh Jt:..:umpan) lilt ( ·mnme111.iq \\ hli.:h ha\'c been prepared b) 
lhc Congn:g.t11lin lvr th..: 1Ju.:1rin..: uf the t-ai1h. 

The Cungn:g.111011'!> O1>~1,.111,m:, WgL'lh.:r with lhc fonh.:r ~-,.pl,ma-
11,m, C111JIJini:J m lh~· ( ·ommcnt,ir) arc ,dh.-,pl,1n;1lllr) I v.uul,1 hl-c , 
lh>V.cvcr. 10 m;il...: l\\t) ,ih,..:n.1llt1n~ . hr~1 ,1f all . I v.oul<l umlcrlm..: the.: 
aftirmaliun mad..: al 1h..: h..:gi1111111g ,1f 111~- Cung11.:ga1iun\ Ob~cn•atiun~ 
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thal their Judgement of S11llutio11 ,md tht' Cl111rd1 i:. ·sub!.tantially posi­
tive' . The CDF docs not find Itself at rhe point of being able to emJor..c 
the rcpon's lmal affirmation IN° 3~) that the Catholic Church and the 
Anglican Communion ·arc agrc:eJ on 1hc essential aspc:cts of the doctrine 
or -..,lvation and on the Church's rok ·within it' . Nonctheless the Obsc:r­
,ation, artirm 1ha1 'Safraflofl an,i ,h., Church can be interpreted in a way 
that confom1!> with Catholic faith' . Likew1se the Commentary aftinns the 
genuine progre,._ that has been maJe along the path of agreement ot fatth 
on this ...-11al matter. 1 would ~impl} remark that thb in it:.df is no mean 
..ichie,·emem given all thc hhrorical and theological difficulties as:,ot;iated 
wuh the doctnne of justification. 

Second)) . I \\Ould draw your atrention to the important point made 
111 1he ObseJ"\ations· CuncluMon: The divergences \\hich, in the light of 
this documcni s11II exisr bct\\een the Catholic Chun.:h and the Anglie3n 
Communion pnncipall) concern certain aspecb of ecdo:siolugy and 
!M!Cramcnial practice' . I am 3\\are 1hat 1hc Commis."on is currently 
c:ngagcd in an ccclcs1ological ~tudy. I would \\ii.h 111 encourage and 
~uppon )OU in thi!> ta~k !>ince I am pcn;uadcd that a deeper ecclesiological 
study coulJ hdp to underpin and funher 1hc degree or agreement realised 
in Sali-arwn and the Ch11rch. . . 

. . . I lake this opportunit} to aS!>Urc you, and through }OU all the 
members of the Commission. or my genuine apprc:ciation of the work you 
ha,e done: :.o far and or the steadfastness with which you are confronting 
1hc J,tticuh i~:.ue~ that remain on )our agenda. 

I offer )OU my \\arm good wishes. and am 
Yours !>inccrd) in Christ . 

JOltANNE.S C.-\ROll':Al WILU:BIUNDS. 
Prcsrdcm 

Kaponst' 

I Ju• co-d1u1Tmt'n rt'plu:d IV rlit· Curdmul\ Inter n,I 15 ,Vm·t'mba. 11.JIJS. 

Your Emme nee . 
We an: grateful III you tor sending us copies of tht> Ob!>erva1ions on 

~ul, u11011 a11d ,1,., Churd, from the Congregarion for the Doctrine of the 
Fdith tugethc:r \\Ith their Commcnlal)·. W1: also \\bh to expre!.!> our deep 
appreciation of )Our O\o\ n ac.:omp,m} ing k11er . 

We note the points )OU makc . We arc cncour.igc:J hy 1he posi1i~1: 
re,:,pom,c or the Congregation to our \\Ork on the doctrine of ~alvation. 
We accept the: need for further and deeper work on the doctrine of 1hc 
Church Your lc11er . and the Ob~nation~ of the Congrega1ion. will help 
the Comm1i.!>ion 10 give greater ~pecifi.:it} to thb ~•uJy. parttcularl)' with 
reference: to the ~acramcntal character l>f the Church anJ ib c:oncrct..: 
rcahs.111un~ 111 the life of the Chri:.tian commumt)'. 

l:.ttmrt'flKul ,\ot<', 1111.l lJo, w11r•111u1w11 

A~ Co-Chairmcn . ..ind un L>.:h..ilt of the othe r member ot th..: C ·om­
mi))ion. \\e Wi!>h to c11.pre,:, uur proluunJ ,,ppn.:.:1at1on ol 1he pcr.,onal 
support ,md encourag..:mcr11 which )OU ..:on11nue 10 give lo us in our 1H1r .. . 

Observations of the Congregation for th,c: Doctrint: of 
the Faith on the report of ARCIC-ll : Salvation and the 

Church 

Pre.(IICt' 

lbe following obscna1ions l'Omlltute an ,,uthont..itrvc: do,:tnnal judge­
ment which 1:. ollcr.:.d to 1hc rncmtk:rs of lhc ( ·ommt):.IOn lor 1hc lunhcr· 
mg of the J1aloguc. The) have l.>.:cn prepared b) the Cungrcg..illon tor the 
Doctrine of the l·allh \\llhm th.: fram.:\\orl. ol 11~ ..:ontact:. wrth the 
Sccrc1am11 lur Chn!>U..111 Unit) . 

I . Genera! judgenumt 
Taken a:. a whole. c,en though rt Joe!> not prc...:nl a complete lcachmg 110 

1h1:. 4ucs1ion and even !hough tl conlam~ several ambiguuu:. formula­
tioni. the document of the ~cond Aughe.in-Roman C..ithuh.: Jn1er-
11ational Commi~:.100 tAKCIC-11) entitled Sufr111w11 ,mJ rh<' Uwrd, .:an 
be interpreted in a way that conlorm:, wrth l'a1hoh.: fa11h . It con1a11h a 
numtk:r or ..a,i~I} rng clemcnt, , not.1hly ,m poml'> 1ha1 hdvc l>ccu cla:.:.ic­
dll) conuuvcr)ial. 

The judgcmenl of the Cungrcg..illon lur the Du.:1n11c ol the l·a1th on 
this report is therefore :,Uh!>tantiall} po:.niv.: . Wear.: 1101. ho\\c,cr. al the 
point ol bcmg able to ralll ) the linal alhrmalilln (N~ 31) .i\..:orJrng hi 

"'hid1 the Cdtholic Chur.:h ..inJ th.: Angli.;Jn Conununion ·arc .ti;r.:cJ on 
1hc css.:nual aspccb ol the Jo.:tnnc ot :,ahut,~111 and on the<. 'hurd1\ rul.: 
w11l111111' . 

2. Principal o~n·ation., 
(a) Th.: do,.:um.:nt i:. \\nltcu in a lung11uxt' \\lm:h \o\c might Jc:.~:nll4.: .is 
~)mbolic and it i~ thc:rdon: J1fti,·ul1 10 i111<:rpre1 it uni,•uc,,11)·. Sul"h Jn 
intcrpretarion i:, ncccs:.ar) given 1ha1 th.: purpo~ i!> lo r.:.icl1 ii Jehlllll\t.: 
declaration of agree me lit . 

( b) 011 th<' l'hupt<'T ·~u/1·u1w,1 ,,,1,/ ,1,., l-u11Ji ·: 

- bccall!>C of the import..in.:c . in di!>Cu~s1on \\ith Proh:!>lanb. ol thl.' 
\\hole problem uf wlu JiJttl," nion: ci,.tcnJcJ J1~u~~1on ol 1h1:, ..-ontro­
versial pomt would be dc!>irat>lc ; 

- 11 would be good 10 ha11c further prcl.'1~1un un the rd;,tivn:.hip be-
1ween gra\·c and faith , i.:, ·u1111um lulutil • jd. N· 'I) ; 

- the rdation:,hrp 'jld<'l t/UU<' -/1dt'} qua' , together wnh rhe d1,trn..:1i11n 
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hcl~c..:n ·a-,.,urJnt.·c· anJ ·.:amuJe' <>r ·certainty' ncc:J, lo he belier 
ck,dop.:J. 

(c) Com ,·r11111s tht' t·hupt,·1 ·S11fru1iu11 u11J CuoJ World·: 
- II would he :..ppropnarc Ill t" c m,ire prc..:1,1on on the Jo.:trinc of 

gra..:e JnJ merit in rdation h1 the di.,tim:tiun b..:t\lt..:..:n JU:-,tihcation and 
.. an..:llhcallon: 

- if th.: iur111uh.11mn '.Hmul 110/U\ ,., pt'<'< r1wr h lu h..: n:t.imed 11 ,hould 
Ix cxplameJ more full) "4s1 .t, to .noiJ all amhiguil); 

- in g...:m:ral. the ,;;u:r.1mi:ntal c:.:,m<1m) of gr.u:<: in the rcg.sining of 
freedom oul ohin should he pu1 m,m: in i:,td..:ncc: (cl . f,1r .:,ample nn . ~I 
.snJn1 

Id) Cm1c.-rnt11K the cl1dpl<'r • n,,, (. lrurd1 anti Safruuori ·: 

- thc: rok of the Chun:h 111 :-.alvatic,n is 1101 only to hear witness 10 it . but 
al ... 1.inJ atlt1,e all . tu be the dk..:ti,c im,trumenl- notahl) b) mcan .. of the 
!>l:"·c:n :-.,icram.:nt-.- ,1f ju,11hca1i,1n and -..,ha 11011. thi, c,-.cntial poinl neeili 
10 he forth..:r d.iburated. c,pcciall) in rcl.uiun tu / .umt'11 <,.,1111um. 

- it i~ p:1ni,·ularl) important h .) Jra"' mor..: clearl~ 1h.: d1~1in..:tion b.:­
t~ecn the holmc,-. of th .. - Chur.:h a, un1vc:r-.al ~.1cr.1me111 ul ~Jlvation on 
the one: h.tnd and i1, memh..-r:.. ~ ho in -.omc mc:.i-.urc: .arc: .. 1111 gi\,:n to sin. 
on the other td. N· 291. 

3. l.'onclusion 
lbe d1\L:rgcnce:. wh1d1.111 the light ,1f 1hi,Jo1:uml·n1 ,11ll ci.1:.t IX'lwccn the 
C.11hofo.: Chu1l·h anJ the Ang_lil·jn Communion pnm:1pally ..:om:crn c.:r­
lam aspe..:1-. or r:cdes1ol,lg) anJ of ,j.:r,1me111.il Jix1rinc . 

The ,i-.ion ,,f 1hc: C'hur.:h • .-. ,.1,r.1ml·nt ,,1 ,-al\:..11on and 1hc .. p.:c11icall> 
,-.1cr.1mcntal dimen:.1on oi man':. ju:.tiflcjtion .tnd ..an.:11h.:at1<)n Jr.: too 
,·aguc and hkl ~.:al,, 10 allow 11-, 1,1 ,tlhrm th,,t AR{. IC-II h.1:. arri,·ed at 
:,ub:.t.11\liJI agreemc:ru . 

Commentary on the Ohservauons 

( I ho l-.11,:ln/1 lt'xt o "m1,0l111m11 of u11 /1uliu11 urixmul.1 

The n»tur~ urth~ l)hsenatton..-.and th~ purpo!,t'ufttw pr_.111 Co111nlt'nll1r) 
Ille: pullli..:.111vn la:.t )Carol .">ufru111111 umi tire Cliurd,. thc t hr:.t) documcn1 
of tht.· -.c,,mJ Anglll"Jn-Rom,111 CJ1holic ln1erna11011al Commi:.:,11111 
◄ ARCIC-11 ). wa:, accompantc:d h) J prc:hminaf') note which ci1plJined ii:. 
,t.1tu1- .-\ml)ll~ olhc:r thing:. it ell.plai,11:J 1l1.11 ·j1 1, lllll ,in ,tuthomattve 
dl•d,1ra11on o~ the Rom.,n Catholic Church or b) the: Anglican Com­
mun1,111 . ~ho v. 111 c,aluatc: the d,x·umc:nt in llrtkr hi take a po-.11ion on II 
in due tune·. l-or 1hc:ir part . lhc: JUthvr.. Jc:darcJ 1hat ·the Comm1:.. .. inn 

I:., u111,·11i, ul 1\ut,'l <1111/ Vo,·11111,•111utum 

'II.Ill be glad to rc.:ei\e ull:,Cn,111011., .mJ cntici:.nh tnJdc ma ..:um,tru..:t1\,: 
.1nd fraternal :.pint' . 

lbc pubhcauon ttxia). \1>1lh lhe authont) ul J kll.l apprmed b) the 
lloly l·ather. ol the Ob:.cnauuu., ol the Cu11g1egat1un lur the D~tnnc 
of the l-:..i1h 011 1hc ,aho\.c mcnt1,111cd docu1nc:n1 ,11 AJU.:IC-11 1ai..c~ pla..:e 
wllh 1h1:, m nunJ . The pn;~nt Commcntar) on the-.c ob,ef\.tt1om i:. 
intc:nJcd to (adli1a1c unJcn,tilnJini,: of the Ju, .. umc:nt ,md the: Uh:.cr• 
vattons thc:m:.clvcs. and .:on~4ucntl) 11 •~ al:,,tl 1111endeJ 10 eneuurJge th,; 
mcmht.:r.. of thc Comnll',.'>1011. c:,pc:c1all} the: C,11hulie ones. in the cuntin­
uation of Lhc dialogue >Ahich began 111 1%2. 

poinl emphasi.-,ed in the do1:ument 
In the introducttun. 1hc author:, :-.1..ctch out a l..111d of l)polug) ol then 
rc::.pcett,e positions. JnJ ltljllllalll th,11 the.:) .:.111 tdcntil) an import,1111 
o.:.iu:.c uf d.i:..umun in the Jilkrenl c~pl,an..tt11111, ol the r, latt,111 bct'll.ccn 
d1"111c grace aml humJn rc.,ptm-.c . l.e:..vmt ,NJc the 111e,11Jbk ''"er· 
.. imphlK:atium, in 1h1:. slctd1, one pvmt .:mpha~1~d III the Jocumcnt ~.111 
he concc:ntrJlcd <1n; the: mtcnor tr.tn~lum1.111,111 ul the hum,111 pc1::.on 
a..:h1e\.,;d by the pre!>l:nce of the llvl) !>p1ri1. 

Salvation really i!>, aaorJing 10 1he document. J •gift of gra..:c· tn. Y). 

the •gill .tnJ pledge of the: llol) Spml to evt.:r} hchevcr· (n. 10,. 'II.ho 

.1ccomp1t .. hes in the hche\'Cr 111' ·ahtdmg prc:~nce anJ aeuon· (n . l2J . 
Properly speaking 11 1 .. 111 tl11:. 'ind'll.elling ol 1hc Hui) ~pint ' (n . Y), th,,t 
cun:.1sb. the pre~n..:c of 1hc: (juJ who Justlhe .. lhrough lhe gill of ,1 
rightc:ou .. 11<::. .. ·wl11d1 j., hb anJ OClOllln ou1:.· ( n. 151. and ~h,1 re;,la-.c~ in 

u., ·Jdiveram:e lrom c:v11', ·putting away ul !,,m', ·re...:ue lrom honJagc· , 
and ·removal or cond<:mnatmn· (n. 13). ·1 h1:.. 1:-. 1101 a ttllc or a purcl) 
exterior imputauon. but a gill Ytluch. b> malmg 1hcm part.tkcr.. ul the 
dl\inc nature. m11,ardly lran:.furm:, hum,111 p.:r:,,.,,n:, (cl . Lumr11 Gt'11/lu111. 

-&OJ . 
Seeking lo ellpre~ the d1lkrent under:.t,mding., of lhe verb ·,11/..u1e1u11 •• 

the: document spc.tl..!> of a 'di,me declJr.tllon of auJUIIIJI' 111 . l!SJ. hut hr:,t 
cmphas1~s that 'God':, gra.:c: dkct., ~hal he: tkdares: his cre,111vc: "-Otd 
unparb what it impute:,. B) prunuuncing u:, rightcuu:.. God abo malc:. u:, 
righteous· tn. 15). Thi .. is followed b) the :,p.:cilic.11ion, 'the n~hleou,,ne,~ 
of God our Saviour i:. not onl) Ji:d.trcd to ,1 Judgement made h) (.j,IJ 111 
favour of :,mnen,. but 1:, ab,o be:,,loYteJ a:,, a ~1111t1 llljke lhem nghu.:ou:.· (n. 
17). Frum a Juridical pcr..pcctive. nghti:ou .. ne:. .. 1ep1e:.cnb the ·\erdll"I ul 
,i..:4ui1tJI' of :,inner-.. but . al lhe untolugi..:al k~d. 11 i!\ 111.:..:e:.-.ar} tu :.a} th.tl 
·God':, dcdara11on of lorgrvencs!,, anJ rcr:tllk:th.1111)11 docs nut lc:J\lc rc:pcn­
tant bche,cr.. un..:hangeJ hut ..:~lahh:-.hc:,, Ytllh them :111 11111111atc and 
pcr:.onal relationship' (n. Iii) . 

On this :.ubjt:ct. \\-C: poml out m..:1dcnt.ill) th.: .,mhaguit) ,11 thc r.:h:r­
.:nce tu the Lutheran Cllprc::..,iun °l1mul 1Ullu.1 ,·1 Jlt'CC'Utur ' (11. 21) . .... 111.:h 
in an) ea~ doc .. not belong lo the Anglican 1rad1tion Hone re all) "'1:-.hc::, 
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to mamtam th1!. formula. it would thcn be nec,ci.:.ar) lO !.lah: what exactly 
is mlcnJed· nul the c:1.1)lcncc of t\l.O )lau.•s in the bapli:.cd pcr:,on 
oontraJicwry wonc another (I hat of grau: and that ol monal sin), but the 
possible prc~m:e, in the righteous one who posscl>.-.e~ sanctifying grace. of 
that •)in which docs not lead to death· ( I John 5: 17 ). 

The probkm or f11ith 
As rctJtd~ hap1ism. 'the unrepeatable sacrament of j~1ilica1ion and 
incorpora11on into Chn)t' (n . 16), the documcnt unc.krhnc!>, and not 
"i1hou1 rc.i~m. the imponam:e of faith. '!;aaumt'lllumfide1 ': thi!. cxprcs­
:.100 ot ~t Augu!>tinc. "ho is rekm:d 10 hcre (n. 12). was repeated, as is 
nolcd. b) thc (\iuncil of Trent tDS 152'.I). Bapli!,m 1s indeed a sacrament 
of la1th. a:. i) \lollncl>.'>Cd h) the Scripture:. and the Fathcn.. However. the 
dtXument rrom the beginning strung.I) accentuates 1hc :.ubjei:ti\e dimcn­
)ion of 1he fanh (jide1· qua/. ,:,-,plained primaril~ ,is ·a trul) human, 
pc!n.onal rci.pon~· (n . 9). and 'commitmcnt of our will' (n, HJ), but only 
mcntion:. ·a:.l>C:111 10 the truth ol the gospel' in passin!! (n. Ill). E\en if 1he 
ftdt'1 fiJuda/u • is 1hus 10 a c~·mun L'x1.:nt completed b) thc ai;pcct of 
·aut'lblil 1nte//t'ct1u •. in the rclation!,hip bcl\locen jiJ;,s qua' and jides 
<I'"';,· there ne\crthde!>l> n:main~ an imb.ilance 10 which the Congregation 
for thc Docinnc of 1he Faith dra"s at1c111ion m 1t:1 ObM:rva11on). 

Thal faith 1i. nc'-'C!,lia~ lor justification i:. a lru1h wlm:h 1:anno1 be 
qu.:~1inncd. but "hich mui.1 be propcrlr undcn.tood. According to thc 
Council of Trent, '\loe arc called juMificd through lallh hcc.iui..: faith i.s the 
beginning point of 1hc salvation of the human person, the foum.lallun and 
the root of e,cf) justification. "without which n 1,:; im~siblc to be 
pka~ing to God" l Hcb 11 6) or to come to !>hare the destmy or hii. 
chaldrcn' (DS 1532). 

Thc .1itirmation. ·11 i!> by la1th 1ha1 it (:.alvation. the: gift of grace) i!> 
appropnatcJ· In, 9). 1:il-c!> ,>11 ii:. full \loelghl only III thi!> light. If jui.1ifica• 
lion 1i, abo\c all rhc ohJecti,·c gift uf God. Yih1ch the :sacramcnb com­
muni.:atc as principal m~trumi:ntl>. faith docs not cca~ to havc, 111 n:ali1y, 
j d.:c1-.1\C. even if !>ubordmatc. role. Onl) faith can, in fact, rccogni~ the 
rcalit~ ,if lhi-. g1fl ,mJ prepare the !>pmt to receive ii: only faith aS!.urcl> tha1 
mward participation in the -..1cr,,mcnh which rcm.lcrs their action eftica­
nou!> 111 the wul of lhc bch\.'\CI'. Al the l>amc 1imc faith. U) ihdl, 1i. n,11 
cap.ihk ol' JU~lll~ing the l>inner, Furthermore. in order to hcm:r clarify 
thi:. point. it \I.OulJ ha\'e h,:cn u-.crul 10 .ilso treat 1hc 4ucl>lion ol faith in 
1hr.: CjS<:' ol the baptism of d1ildrcn. 

In orJcr 10 lull) take into account the mcapacil) of u>la Jldn 10 Justify 
the human pr.:r.,on. the d1c;unc1ion bet\loccn ·ai.i,u1ance· and ·cerutudc' or 
·.:crt,1111t ~ • Yi 1th r\.' .. pr.:1:1 1.1 ,-.,hat ion ~hould ha\·e been hcucr cxplamcd. 
The .iuthcntil." ·a:.:.uram:'-' ol --ahauon· (n_ IO; d . n. 11 ). "hid, thc human 
pcr~on P,.h!>e!:.loC:.. i:. foumkd 011 th\.' i:cnaint) lll fa11h that God ...,j:,h.::, ·10 
havi: ma.:~ nn air ( Roman-. 11 :32) and ha!> ofkrcJ Ill them. m the 

i.acramenb. the mean:, of -.ah•allon. ·1 his cannot mean a pcr!>onal c..:r-
1am1y of one"!> :-.ah,auon. or ol one's O'l'tll sl.itc of grai:c, :.im.:c lhc frng1ht) 
and siniulnc~ ol 1hc human pcr:.on can al".iy:. be an ob!>tack to vod\ 
love. 

The MiCl'lUIM:Dllll dimenh.on or l>llnc:tificalion 
The traditional Protestant tear referred to III the document (d. n . 141 that 
the Cathohc undcn.tanJm~ ol ,.;i11ctilka11011 thrcatcnl> lhc ab'>Olutc gra­
tuit) or salva1ion doel> not ,ccm well-found,;J, :,inc..: one il> 4uitc a"are 
that 1hc 101ally lrcc commu111..:,111on ol grai:c comci, lrom above (d. John 
3:7). 

Bui ii muse be poinlcd out that the documt:nl docs not suthc1entl) 1-ccp 
in mind the :.acram.:n1al d1mcn,1on ot :.ancuhralll>n. alluding as II doc!> 
only briefly to the post•bapllsmal ,ai:ramcor:.. \lohu.:h arc thc pn\th.:ged 
mean~ of the communu.:allon ol grace . In aJJ111011 to thc Euchan~I. Ill 

whi.:h only pas:.ing allusion ii. made. and "'ilhout much d0r.:trmal ngor Id. 
n. 16 and 27). emphai,ii. :.hould have hccn g,vcn m particular tu 1hc 
:.1gn1ficancc and the ncccl>-,11}' of thc :,a.:ra111c111 or penance. uf "hi.:h -
according 10 Catholic doctrine - ·rcp.:ntani:c • lO. 21) I!>. although lunJ.,. 
mental. only .m a!>pcc1. and 1101 rcduc1hk . moreover. to 'J-k:llttcntial 
d1~iplinc~· (n. 22). 

Above all the affirmation 01 the documcnt, ·11 ,., h) daily repcntan.:,; and 
fauh 1ha1 we rcappropnatc our trcedom lrnrn sm' (ll. 21) de:.crv.:d more 
prec1~ explanation further on. h 1i, true that r..:pentan.:c (and 1hc taith 
"hich is a presupposition ofit) .:on,titutn 1hc nudcu!>OI conver:.1011 lrom 
sin. and th.it perfect contnuon rcconc1lc~ \loith liod. But on 1h1~ mailer the 
Council or Trent makci. the followint dc.:1i.ive :.pc.:ilkauon III this um· 
1ex1: • Although 11 :,,0mct1mes happcm that cuntnt1on is pcrfecled b) 

charity. and reconciles the hum.111 person .... uh God before the cllec11ve 
reconciha11on of thc :.acramcnl. nc\erthdcl>!> 1111.s rccoOl'lha11011 mu~t 1101 
hc a11ributcd lo thc contrnion it~lf apart from thc desire fur the :.a.:ra­
mcnt (",•otum 5acramt'11t1"1. which 1i, included 111 ,f (OS lti77) . In tact, the 
human pen.on is I reed from 1hc ·,111 whi.-h k.,d~ 10 Jearh • ( I John 5: 16) 
b) means of sacramental 1:unta..:1 "1th the ltcdecmcr. or at lca:.I b) mean:. 
of the desire tu be dean:.cd b) a sacramental gr.ice whid1 no one c,111 gave 
to oneself. 

Fr~om lUld IDt'rit 
Wnh good rea:,011 1hc Jonuncnt -.cekl> to ,,ddrc~ the 4u1:!>tion of i;oo<l 
works bcgmning \I.Uh a rcllc\.'llon ,111 frccJum. but thc approach adopted 
remains in~u(fii:ient from man) poinl!t of \ic" . Thc pre-eminent gift of 
1hat frcedom "hich resuhell from the rcJcmp11on ,., properly underlined: 
·tn restoring us to his hkcne,!>. G,)d con for~ trecdom on fallen humanil) •. 
But the: r.:xplanauon whi.:h fllllu\lo~ prm-olu:s puulcmcnt: 'lhi:. is not the 
natural freedom to choose bct...,ecn altcrnali\cs , but the freedom 10 do hi-. 
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\\111" (n. 19}. ~uch an op~lll\>n h.:l\\cen l\\o kinds ol lret:dom rnuld m 
ra1:1 rdcr h> d con~prion ot human rr.:.cdom \\h1ch d,-..:s not take lull 
.,cwunt of 1b ._··n:aled naturc. Acconlmg to Cilthohc d<Xtrinc. the dcpti­
\Jtion ol origanal rightcuu)nc~ \\hich l,lllo\\cd upon tl11.: ~m uf Adam 
male, human pcr..on) incapJbk of tcmhng, \\llh rho: ()<l"Cr~ 1h,11 remain 
lo them, lll\\arili the )upcrnatural end for whii.:h 1hey were created. 
Ncwnhele~ • .a~ the coum.:il ol 1 r.:m add) 1n th1~ pcr..pcctivc. ~in doc) not 
lolall) corrup1 human nature. it injure) human nature v.11hou1 taking 
a~.ty ih onginal cap:K:11}' of plea~mg (joJ (d. l)~ 1555. 1557. etc.). 

Wnh thc:..! premi~~ in mind. it i) now pt1))iblc to ;iddre)) the problem 
of m .. ·ri1. I-or the purpose of cAcluding. curr.:cll). a11 unacceptaolc 
undcr..tilndmg uf sal'l'ation 'bccau:..! of work~· which v,ould )Uppu~ the 
~101ht} of human pcn,om, auaining sahauon 1hrough their ov,n dfon. 
the doi:ument rum~ to lhe P:mlinc eApre~ion, ·fur 1hc purpo~ of good 
worl) • (tph 2: JU; d . al~::! Cor IJ:1'1). The main )t:Ction dcd1ca1ed 10 thl) 
1hcm .. • (n . IIJ It . ) cnJc,nour., ll> r.:cunc1lc: the 1cachm~ ot ~t l'aul (Gal 
2: lb} illlll S1 Jame) (Jamn 2: 17 ff.) on v,orks. Bui a more el(ac1 placement 
of thc!>C h:a1:h111g~ in their rcspecmc contcAb would hav.: .:un1ribu11:d 1u a 
be11er gr~p of the p.1in1 ~Inch the Congregation for the Ooctrinc o{ 1hc 
huth male:, m th1:,, reg.ml. S1 Jame:. affirm) 1ha1 wear.: Justified b) means 
of \\orl:. and n,ll h) fa11h alone (Jame:, 2:241. wh1k St Paul :,,trongly 
emphasises that works c.arnc<l out pnor 10 faith dre nol mc:ritoriou:.. 
v,uhou1 he:,i1a11ng. howe,·er. to 1m itc: 1h.: belicH: r ·10 be adorned with 
gooJ deed!>' (l ·1 im 2: Ill) . l"h1., means that human pcrwn:. cannol merit 
fundamen1.1I JU!>litication. 1ha1 b. cannot pa!>S b) 1hcir O\\n cllort (rum th.: 
:.talc or !I.in 10 the ,-1a1c of" grace . hut that the) arc e:illcd and made able to 
·muh1pl; gooc.l v,orl:. ol c,el)' ~n· (Col I : IO): nol producing them 'lrom 
i.clf' (John 15: 14). but v.hik •1i,mg in thc lo,.c· of Christ (John 15:<J--10), 
lo"e which 'ha~bccn puurcdou1 in ourhcaru. through the Holy Sp1nt "ho 
has bo:.en given to u:.' (Romans 5·5). 

In tht1oscnsc . IO!wi)' tha1 Chri:,,lian1o 1:annot ·put God m their debt· (n. 24) 
i:, 10 hmit onc~lf to an ovcrl) extrinsic affirmation with rc:,,pt."ct to inward 
u>-opcrauon wuh grace. such as the Chun:h cminentl) contemplate~ i1 in 
1he co-operation of Maf) m the worL: of ~lva1iu11. Such 1.'0-0pcr-,:tt1on is 
not lhc condi1ion of our being approved ol m the eye) of God. ur of hi:, 
furgi,cnci.:.: ll 1:,, rather a grace 1ha1 Chri1o1 confcr.. lredy and \\llh a~lute 
gencro~ll) . hi:. the fruit of the ·ta11h ~hich cxpre:,,:,c:, it:,cU through love· 
CCial :i :b) 

1'k rult- of llw Church iB ~h11liun 
The Comn11i.)1un pre!>Cnb a rather ,ague con1:cp11un ol the Church v.hich 
~cmi. lo lie a1 the bibC ol illl the Jillicuhie:, th,u ha,.: bcc11 pointed out. 
Cenaml) . one c.in uni) be delighted b; the I act thal. m dc~:ribing the 
Church. thc no11onsof ')ign' (n. 2b). ·ubtrumen1· and ·!',iluament' (n. 2'i) 
are uplicnl) taken up. notion-. v.hich 1h.: Second Va11can Council 11).:lf 

E.t111'l<'IIH ul ,\,,1<·~ unJ /)o< 1111i.·1111drv11 

prupused 1LG I. IJ. ~I- U~ th.: 1:llprc):,1un ·,1.:\\arJ:,111p' (11. :?7). 1h 
,-tructur,il d1men,-1on j:, al~, cmpha,-1M:J. Indeed. the Chur.:h 1,- 1101 onl) 
a ,pintual commumoo. hut,,. c1bo cun:.t1tut1,cl) a '\1:.1hlc orga1m,nl°. a 
·S4~,ely ,-uuctureJ wnh h1er.m:h11:.il orl,!ctlli.·. through wh1Ch hrn,t ·.:om• 
munic.alt) truth and grace 10 all' (L0 lS} . 

Th,~ J.!>J)<:Cl, which the Commi)\l<.Jll v.111 ,11II ha\c 10 cAplorc in grc,11cr 
depth-with particular rckrcnec 10 the Oh,-er.allon,-oi the(. ',mgrcgation 
for the Docmnc of the h1i1h on 1hc hnal Kep•>TI ol AKC.ll -I ' - an,un,. 
however ll) authcnlic :.ig111hcJnce onl) h.:cau~ lhe L hurch i, al'>(1,11tJ h"l 
ol all a my:.tcr~ ol lallh: • 1:.., dt"llUt' lUIKlu,· mplc-rium • ( l.(i S). I h,,. point 
is 1ruly dcc,,-n,e and onl) ii p,:111111!> J v.,1\ oul lrum the do:ad .:nJ ol ,1 
pnm.tnly lunctional ccck,1ohlg . at 1hc mcrq or human di~pl>)lllon,- . 

Morco\\.'I , uni} 1h1.:, pom1 allov,,- .a true u11Jc1:,IJnding of the luund.tltlJn 
of the intrinsic rda11011:.l11p .,f 1h1: C hu1d1 \I.Ith .,.,h.111,ln. 1111:. rcla11u11,-l11p 
i!> not a~m III the documc111. pamcul.irly "hen 1hc l-luly ~p1n1 1~ 
mcnt10ned (n . 2.lSJ or v,hcn the l:uchaml i,- c"amincd (n. 27). tk1e al:.l.l. 
hov.c,.1.:r. :,0me clarihc.iuom ,tre ncC<.:)).11") . 

I-or example, 11 j,- )aid that in the l.:u1:han,.1 ·1-. cclchrated· the ·un1:c-lor­
all atoning worlofChri:.t. r.:Jh:><:d and cApre,.__....:J III the hie ul the Church ' 
(n . 27). Docs 1his cxprc,-,1on really 111d11:alc 1ecog1111i,ln ol the ·prop111a-
10ry value' of the cuchari,11..: ,-acri1tu:·1• And d,-..:,. th.: t.:rm ·rcah~· impl) 
therclore an authentic actuah,-,umn ol th1~ ,acr 1111:e through the mcd1at1on 
of an ord,1incd mtn1)tcr .' who:.c pne:.thuoJ J1lkr, e~:.cnuall) lrom the 
common pnc1>th1xxJ of the l..iithful lei - l.C; 1111'! ·1 he imporlJncc ol the-...: 
que:,,llum, will be rcadil) gra,jll:d. h.:cau~ v,hcn th1:, doctrine I'> n,ll tully 
a'--cepted. the role ot the ( hurch m the lurthcr,11\Ce ol ,-ahallon ri:.l) bc.:1111!­
limitcd lo WllflC)!>lllg lo a truth tl>Jt II i1, mc.ipdblc ol ellic.tCIOU)I) 111,,lmg 
pr.:scnl. a truth v,h1ch then n,l) bcin~ reduced tu a :.ub)eCU\e ·c'<Jl':ri­
encc· which doc:, not hear w11l11n 1t!K:I( the guarantee ol ll~ rcJcmpllvc 

power. 
Al> tor Joctnn.11 cont.:nt . the ( ·ungre~auon pcrc.:ivei. hnall) a certain 

e4uivocation on th.: n,uure ol the · l:,cd.:ltu mutc-r·, conn.:1:1 .. ·d \\llh th1: 
:,trcss on the 1J.:a. not crroncou) in 1t)Clt. ,lf the C.:hur1:h ·111 con:.tant nceJ 
ot repcntam:c· (n. 2~J ..ind ·of renewal and punlu.:atiun· (II 30} It•~ true 
1ha1 the Council. v,h1k Jwdhng upu11 on lhc ~pc:c1tic nature of th.: 
Church, wanted to corrc1:t \I.hat one cuulJ call a certain e1:cle:.1.al ·1110110-

I ·Or,,.:rnl11.>n> uu the h11.&I Report uf ARl IC h) lht• (',,ngu:g.&l1un lor tho. 
Du<.11111c ul lhe l-.111h· A, lu tlpmwl1u1,· -~•Ji., 7-l [ IYh~I lllb3-W7-l . 
:! Ibid .. II.J(J(I . ·1111: prupc1i.11<ir) , ,due th.il C.11huhc Jogm.i ;,11nbuh:\ I<• lh,: 
l:.uch,m,t . ,.h1..-t1 1, nut mo:01100.:J h) ARCI( '. ,, prcci'l.'.I) 1ha1 ufl1h.:I ~.:r;imenial 
,,Cl.:riog· (S.:.:tion U. I. I J. 
3 lbul. • nuuugh him t1hc p111.>tl thc C:hu11:h ulf,·,, ,.u:r.imcnt.ill~ 1hc ,ac:nhc.:e ul 
Chm,(. (~cuon H. II. I J. ·f 1111. I r,·.il pr1:-..:ni:.: ul lho. lMICrtlKc uf C:hmt 11,j a.:,·um• 
ph,hcJ b) 1h.: ,.t1.r.1mcn1.il ...,.,,J, lhJI "lo"') b) 1h.: mmtslf) ul the pn.:,l !w)lllt( 
111 Jlt'rwrw <. lir1JII 1hc .,.01<.hul lh, l.orJ' 1!).:,·11un 1-1 . 1. I) . 



011.tm ChrUI 

ph~i.itc,m·. d1!>Crc.:tly cautioning againi.l an cxcel>l.ivc as:.1m1la1ion of the 
Churd1 1mo Chm,t. I he Church is the: immaculate Bmk whom the 
:.putlc:.:. Lamb h~ purified (LG b), but the Church i:. .ibo made up 
of human per..on:.. and a!> :.uc:h "is called hy Chri:.t lo that continual rdor­
ma1io11 ol v.h1ch, .i:. a human and earthly ins1i1ution, :.h<. Jlway:. ha:, 111:c:d' 
tURt>). 

Ttm c:ntirdy human a:,p.:ct ol 1hc Church i:. real. but mu:.1 no1 be taken 
an 1:,ola11on. In her mo:.t in\\arJ c~:..:ncc, 1he Church is ·holy and immac­
ulate' (Eph 5:27). and precisely for thi:. rea:.on :.he truly 1s the ·universal 
~cramcnt of :..1h1a1io11· ( l(J -IB, cl. 52). and her member.. arc 'hol) • (I Cor 
I :2, 11 Cor I: I). The fact that :.h.:. as a pilgrim, 'clasp:, sinners to her 
bo!>Onf (L(J 8) ,mJ 1s thu:. •imperfcc:t' (LG~) doc:, not keep her from 
being ·on c:anh already endowed with real holine:.s· (LG 48) and ·nc:cc:s· 
sary for lklivauon· (LG 14). In fact. she carried out her salvific mission not 
o nl~ ·1hrough the proclamc111011 of the go:.pcl ol :.alvation b) her word:. 
and J.:c,h' (n. 31 ). but abo, ai. my:.tery v.hich remains in human history, 
thr,>ugh commumcation of Ji\ine life 10 humJn p.:rson:.. and ca:.ting the 
light \\luch :.hmc!< tonh from thi:. Ji,foc lifo into the whole v.orld (cf. <JS 
-ID). 

SubstantiaJ agrttmenl? 
The prc::ccdmg analysi~ has sho11.n that the Jocumc111 ol ARClC-11 
contain:, man) :.au:.fymg clement) conc:erning a 1radi1ionall) conlro• 
wr..1al i.uhJcct. One can uni) congratulate the member., of 1he Com-
1111):.1011 tor havmg !>l)ught 10 highlight thc ·balance and coherence of the 
consu1u11,c: c:kmcn~· of Chri~tidn doctrint." and i.al\•allon (n. 32). The 
crui<.,~m) v. hkh ha\lC bc:en c.-.prc::.:.cd do not in any way den) the fact that 
the} ha\c: been par11all) :,ucccs:,lul. Bui one cannot af1im1 that full and 
!>Ub:,tanu:tl agr.:cmc:111 on the cl>:>Cnllal a!>pcCI:. of this do.:tnnc: h.is been 
J.:hie,cJ. pnmanl} bccau~ of deficiencic::, concc:rnini the role of the 
Church in :.al,ation. To the concern of trying to all.iin unity on such a 
central l)(.lllll. v.hat one could ,.;all. ba:.ed on St ln:naeu.,. ·1he patience: of 
gro\\lh mto mJtunt~ • would have- been prekrable. 

Alrcad) in 1h Ob!M:rva11ons on the Final Rcpon of ARClC·I. the 
Congreg,111on for thc Doctnne ol the fajth cautioned .igain:.t the am• 
b1guit) of common text:, 11. hich leave open the •pos:,ibihty of twofold 
m11:rpr.:tJtion • .• 1 he :,ame oh:.cr\ .iuon can be made 1oda) concern mg 

-l /11,J .. hltH--lllb;\ ·(' cr1.un f,mnulallun) m 1hc Report ;m: no1,utficu:n1ly c~phc11 
JnJ hcn,·c l'.Jll knJ 1h.:m:.chc) lo ;i 1"'0-fold inh:rprC:IJllon. in "'hich ooth panic) 
can lim.1 un.:hango.:d 1hc nprc~1on of their O"-O J)(n•llou. Thi, ~)1b1hty of 
runtra)lln)! .,nJ ultmlJlcl) 1ncompa11blc r,:aJm~:. of formulatmn, "'h1ch arc appar­
•·1111) Yl1:,f .. ,·1ur) lo both ,.,Jc'> gwo rn,e hJ J <1u.:,1iun about th,: rcJI cun:.en'>U'> ol 
1h.: 1"'" l'<>mmunion:.. pa,1or, anJ !Ji1hful Jlikc In dfc.:1. ,t 1hc formul.auon wh1.:h 
h .. , ICCCl\.:'J 1h.: Jg_lc('Rl,nl of lhe c~pcrh •·an be Ji\,:r.,d) 1111crprc1cJ. h,>" could 
11 ..en.: a) J hJ>1'> for recon.:iha11on on 1hc lc,cl of church lik anJ prac1icc?" 
tScchon A.~. 111). 

Et·umct11('11/ Nott'\ a11d Dnrum, mutw11 ,187 

.Sulnmm1 und tl1t· Chunh. fhc lang.uagc u:,cJ i:. '>trongly !>)mb<>hc. a~ i!> 
,.tK,wn tor example by 1hc 11nagc of ·,tcwardsh1p' to 111J1ca1c rc:.p,..m"bilil) 
in the Church. ThanL.:) tt> it:. cxprt·:.:.1,c 4uahti.:s. the document h,1!> been 
succc,~lul not only in !>lrcngthcning 111 it:, rc."adt:r:, ,Ill e.1gcr M:arch tor unit) 
111 the faith, but abo 111 :.uitahly plJ.:mg it wi1hin the hcmk:nCutu:al horizon 
of biblical l.inguagc:. along the line) of Vatican 11 ,md ~>me recent 

t:nqclicab of Pope John Paul 11 . 
Nc:,crthel~s. it should be recogm!>Cd that the !<ymholic nature ol the 

lani:uagc 111.ikc'> Jiflkuh. 1f nm m1po,!<ihlc . d trul) uniH>cal agrcemcnl. 
where , a:. is the ca:.c hc1c. 4ue:.1ion'> arc treated which arc dcc1:,1,c trom 
the dogmalic point of \lk!\\ . .ind hgure amoni: 1hc hi:.tori.:all) mo'>I 
'-"Ontrmcr..ial articles ot fa11h. H) u~mg more ngorou:, Jo.:trin.il tormula­
tion'>. though 1101 ncci.::,:,anl) ~hvl.i:,lic onc:., on.: ~oulJ ha,c bcttcr 
avoided the doubts which '>urfacc in dialogue 1f one doc:, not al""ay:, )Ca:k 
a rigorou~ comparison bc

0

1wccn thc rc,pcCll\lc po:.iuons. or 11 vne 1s 
:.omctimes saushcd w11h a com,cn:,u:, "hn:h 1:. Jlmo:,1 enurcly "erbal. the 

fn111 of reciprocal compromil>C:.. 
Without di:,avowing an)lhmg ma 111c1hod which has produ(;Cd mcon­

tcstablc result:., one could ~till a:.k if it would 1101 be upportuni.: to perfect 
the procedure m such a way a'> to pcrnut J mort: pret:1~ Jeterm111Jt1on of 
1hc doctrinal content of the formul~ cmploycd to c.-.prc::.:. a common 
faith. Would it not be :,uitahlc. along 1hc.:,c line:.. to also pomt out, 
po:.:.ibly in a separ.stc protocol. th<e dcmcnb on which divergence:. 

remain'? 
Like1o1,ise , it would be: dc:sirdhlc to ~c more auention <lc\·otcJ W the 

Tradition, particularly to the t-athcr.. . and lo the M.ig1,1c:rium of the 
Cathohc Church. a:, 1o1,c:II a:, 10 the official act, of the Anglican Com­
munion. for example the 'Tl11r1 y-ni nc Article:. of Religion·.' 

The 4ut:!>llom and the: con:,idcrJtions rai:.ed m the Ob-.crvatiom, of the 
Congrcgation for the Doctnnc of the t-aith ha~e the sole purpose of 
encouraging the mcmhcn of ARClC-11 10 move forward along the road 
the, ha\lc been following :.inc:a: 1982. when, in:.111ut1111! tlus :.cconJ Com­
mi:.~ion. Pope John Paul II and the Anglican pnm.ilc L>r Robert Runc1c 
confcned on them the :,pccitic ta:,l to ·examine. c:.pccially 1n the hght of 
our rcspccrivc JUdgcmenh on the final Rcport (ARCIC-1), the ouhtanJ­
ing doctnnal difference'> which ~•ill -.cparate u:.. with a ,·1ew tow-arth their 

c:vcntu.il rc:solullon ... : • 

~ /h1J .. IOb..'\ . ·11 "'oulJ hJ\e been u,.,:ful - 1n orJcr IO cvalualc th.: .:u.:i m.:Jmng 
of ccnain pumb of .&grccmo.:nl - hJd Al<CIC' inJ1catcJ lhcir J)O'>ll1011 in rckrcncc 
1u 1hc Jucumcnb "'h1ch h.tn: conrnt>utcJ ~•1,tnilicantl) to the fo1mula11on of the 
An!?,hcan Kknlll~ /The Tl11rt)·-t1i11c Art1cie>of R<'ligwn. ~1JQ/.. ofComm,m PrtJ}'<''­
OrJmulJ. m 1h~ ca:.c, "'her.: lho.: u,...:rt1on_., of the hnal Rcpon :.ccm inn1m 
pahbk "'''h these Jocumcnh. Inc la1lu1c 10 talc a,1.111Jon lhc...: lcx ~,;~n ~"" n,.; 
1u unccnaml) aboul 1hc c~ac1 mo.:Jmng uf 1hc ;igrccmcnb rca,·hc,1 (Sccllon A. 
:!. 111). 
o Comm.,n Dcd41r111wn. n 3, m Aou A1w\lo/1t·ar SrJL\. 7-l ( l9K~l 'l.?5. 




