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A8 Oneain Chrine

that thawr judgement of Salvatran and the Church o “substanuially posi-
tive’, The CDF does not hind itselt at the point of being able to endorse
the report’s hinal alfirmation (N® 32) that the Catholic Church and the
Anglican Communion ‘are agreed on the essential aspects of the doctrine
of salvaton and on the Church's role within i, Nonciheless the Obser-
vations afhrm that “Salvanon and the Church can be interpreted in @ way
that conforms with Catholic fanh’, Likewase the Commentary affirms the
gonume progress that has been made along the path of agreement of faith
of thss vital matter | would simply remark that this in ttsell 15 no mean
achievement given all the hastoncal and theologieal difficulties assoctated
with the doctnne of justification

Sceondly. | would draw vour attention (0 the importanmt painl made
in the Observations’ Conclusion: “The divergences which, in the light of
this documcni sull exist between the Catholic Church and the Anglican
Communion prncapally concern ceran aspects of ceociasiology and
sacramental practice’. | am aware that the Commission is currently
engaged n an ceddesiological study. | would wish 1o encourage and
support you in this task since | am persuaded that a deeper ecclesiological
study could help 1o underpen and further the degree of agrecment realised
in Salvanon and the Church.

-1 take this opportunny 10 assure you, and through you all the
membens of the Commission, of my geauine appreciation of 1the work you
have done wo far and of the sicadfastness with which you are confrontng
the ditficull issues that remin on your agenda.

I offer you my warm good wishes, and am
Yuurs sincerely in Christ,
JOHARNES CARDINAL WILLEBRANDS.
Presidens

Response
The co-chawrmen replied 1o the Cardinal™s letier on 15 November, 1958

Your Eminence

W ure grateful W vou tor sending us copies of the Observations on
Sahation gnud the Church (rom the Congregation tor the Docinne of the
Faith lgether with thewr Commeniary. We also wish to express our deep
appreciation ol your vwn accompanying leticr.

We note the points you make. We are encouraged by the positive
response of the Congregation 1o our work on the doctrine of salvation
We acvept the need for further and deeper work on the doctrine of the
Church Your letter. and the Obsenvanwns of the Congregation, will help
the Commnsion 1o give grealer specificity o thi study, particularly with
refcrence 1o the sacrumental characier of the Church and its concrete
scalisanons in the life of the Chrstian community

Ecurnenal Noses und Doumeniation n

As Co-Charrmen, and vit behall ot the other members ol the Com-
mssion, we wish Lo oapress our profound apprecation of the penonal
suppornt and encouragement which you continuc 2ive Lo us 1 our work





